





AS WE GO T© PRESS:

Jakarta is once more recling from bloody clashes
between demonstrators and troops using tanks and:live
ammunition In a crack-down against tens of thousand of
unarmed protesters trying to reach the building Where a
session of the Suharto-era ‘parliament’ was meeting, at
least- twelve people have been killed and _hundreds fare

have been arrested, -

In the capital of Indonesia and elsewhere studcnts have

been joined by workers and poor people in far larger num-
bers than even at the height of the movement in May
which ended three decades of dictatorship.

They have faced vigilantes patd and armed by the gov- '

ernment as well as the crack troops of the state,
Interviewed by TV reporters, they have made it clear they
are prepared to fight to the death. Sections of the armed

forces such as the marines have openly given their sup-
port, helping to clear a path through the army blockades
in the centre of Jakarta.

new phase of the Revolution has opened. The country’s
president of just six months’ standing - BJ Habibie - is
being told to go, along with his armed forces commander,

are  General Wiranto, They have only aggravated the deep cri-
rcported to be badly injured Elcven oppo' itio activ ts : :' :

is that. grips Indonesian society :
“ All the issues raised in this pamphlct come sharply into
focus once again. They demand the urgent attention of
activists and socialists around the world who are willing
with all their hearts a victorious cutcome to the unfin-
ished reveolution in Indonesia, .

-It is to the heroic workers and youth of that country that
we dedicate this pamphiet,

London November 16th 1998
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introduction

The' Committee fora Workers Internationa] with afﬁliat—

ed sections, groups or members in more than 40 coun-

tries, regards the stili unfolding revolution in Indonesia as '

one of the key developments of the present period. The
felling 'of a decadeslong dictatorship by a Mass move-
ment in May of 1998 shook the international capitalist
cldss to the core. As the notorious ‘Asian Crisis’ spreads to
the rest of the world, the devastatlon it has brought to the
fourth most populated country isa pointer to what is in
store. elsewhere ‘S0 too is the response of the masses,
moving as they have to. take things into their own hands

The onl}r hope for further clevelopment in Indonesia and

fmled All. it offers isa descent into actual barbarrsm

'collapse, revolt and mstabllrty

‘For those whose much vaunted free market system is:
crumblmg about thelr e1rs Indonesm has become syn- .

rencv and’ share prices plummeted in August 1998, in

partasat sult of the continuing downward spiral in the
economics of East Asia and Japan the spectre was raised .
of “An Indonesra Wlth nuclear Weapons '

As the cnrrencres :md share markets of Latin Amertca
Europe ; and the United States are buffeted by the cconom-
ic: turmori those with, the most 10 Iose .the supey.rich -
owners of: industry and of the banks - ponder their fate
How thl th
to the mass:
fronts them?

gives them good cause to fear the worst It also :
offers to sworkers and other oppressed layers in every
society, 4 ghmpse of what their united strength can - -
achieve. The lava of revolution has not yet.cooled. T, he

youth of the nation occupied the parliament building and
brought a dictator to his knees. Bug, “far more serious”, as
a Jakarta observer commented, was the wave of strikes
and workers’ demonstrations that swept the country.

While economic catastrophe invariably leads to political
tarmoil and uncertainty, Marxists see nothing automatic
about the working class moving immediately into action,
The onset of recession and slump undoubtedly leads to a
guestioning and a significant political radicalisation
amongst certain layers of workers and especially young
people. This was cvident in Indonesia, where, as the situa-
tion turned dramatically from one of steady growth to
sudden collapse, opposition to Suharto's continued rule
became more and more vociferous. It also confirmed that
the first reaction of workers in industry to a sharp eco-
nomic crisis can often be to hold back from strikes and
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sron .j i
a Whoie series of so-called emerging countries, liesinre- 4 '
constructing SOC[CtY along ‘socialist lines.-Capitalism has o

eople who make them their millions react
dundancres 'tnd impoverrshment that con- "

protests “If we. ﬂght“ they reason, “We risk havmg no
- job™. Then, after the initial shock, they can come to.a dif- .

ferent conclusion “If we don’t fight, we wili i}ave no ]ob”!

In Indonesia the victory of the predominantiy student
movement overa vrcious military dictatorship, gave an:
ed and oppressed people. The “hunger for revenge and
the “spirit of reformasi” have still by no means been i
brought under control. Although the ruiing ciass was
severely shaken but not removed, the new government is
still wal}dng a tight rope between concession and. repres-

: Workers

Immedrateiy after Suharto s resignation workers moved
into action’ demanding; adoubling of the minimum wagc,
equal pay for women and the restitution of subsidies on -

. - the nine basic necessities or ‘sembako’. Their demonstra-
. .tions were confronted by heavily armed troops - in the
~red belt” of Jabotabek on the edge of Jakarta, for exam: -
- “ple, and on the streets of Surabaya, Java s sprawling indus

trial second city

The response ofa frightened government Was to increase

' 'the minimum wage - but only by.15%, when prices had
. gone up by 200%! - and to y: and introduce abanon -

large demonstrations. They have also moved to: ‘bring in .
new industrial legislation that would severely restrict the

. ability of workers to organise a fight back against
: :;_'retrenchrnent and all the injustices in store for them as
sthe economy collapses The moderate as well as the state~
_run trade union federations have proved themselves
“tnable or: unwilling to mobilise effectively agalnst elther
- --_the bosses or the regime that helps pass onto’ workers the
-“full burden of their system’s crisis, (The pro-market SBSI.

" i~'of Mukhtar Pakpahan is known to get support from the
“ German CDU (Kohl’s Party) and members of the US i

e
headiest days may have been those of May, when the =0 ongress)

Sporadic strikes and demonstrations have continued of
workers in engincering, textiles, electronics - in spite of
over one-third of factories being out of production.
Networks of trade union activists exist, holding meetings
and conferences in secret. In the factories, mines and
depots, the representatives of these independent ‘unions
and workers’ committees may not be formally elected bu
are recognised as leaders by their fellow workers, many
of whom may not yet themselves be formal members.
Strong independent unions are a vital weapon for defend
ing workers in the face of crisis and mass un,einployment

Students

The monthslong protests of the students, having



achieyed their immediate aim in May, temporarily sub-
sided,{The students drew breath and. considered how
-much further they needed to struggle There were sharp
dlffefences of opinion amongst them anyway as to what
they saw as the ultimate goal. Those who had got closest
to the workers and poor, wanted to link up the struggle
to rid society of cormption and dictatorshxp with a broad-
er struggle to eliminate poverty and exploitation altogeth-
er. Others had Hmited their horizons to simply cleaning
up crony caprtaiism and replacing it with a democratic
‘free market’ version, in which opportumties for partici-
pation in the economy and society were opened up to
wider layers of the middle class, . o

But, as it has become clear that even the reforms N
promised by Suharto’s successor, in the face of their ¢ rev-
olution’, have got stuck in the sand, the students have _—
renewed their demonstrations Every day thereare =
protests demanding an end to the Suharto- -era leg:siature, '
an end to the involvement in politics of the army (‘dm _
fungsx Yand mcreasingiy for Pres;dent Habibie to. resign

This hapless SUCCESSOr to Genera[ Suharto had the effron-
tery to suggest to the starving millions of his fellow coun-
trymen, womén and children that they should follow hlS
example and fast for two days a week! The fact that a’
president can always find sufficient for his needs on the _
days when he is not fasting was not lost on protesting
workers and farmers who demanded that rice be sub- -
sidised. Habibie then conceded a price subsidy - too little
and-too late. The vast stocks of rice being hoarded by vul-
ture speculators waiting for higher prices are a provoca- -
tion to starving families. No wonder the pattern of the
recent period has been direct action - people taking what
they regard as theirs by right, besieging banks, demand-
ing nationalisation of all crony. property even seizing -
opportunities for mass break-outs of the teeming prisons_.

B

Half-measures in a crisis -

Pres1dent B J Habibie was fond of callmg lus friend and
predecessor ‘8GS - Super Genius Suharto’ . Now he is
keen to tcii reporters that no-one should expect that he
can wave 4 magic wand or “just go ‘zingaboom’ and every-
thing is there!”. Indeed, he seems as surprised as anyone -
to find himself still at the helm of what has become a very.
shaky ship of state. All the half-measures he has intro-
duced - be it in relation to probing Suharto’s mega ‘
wealth, devrsing new clectoral laws, clipping the wings of
the army ctc. - are aimed at keeping every layer of society
satisfied. In fact, they are more likely to irritate each:of
them by bcmg totally inadequate

With the local currency.-the rapiah - havmg fost 80% of
its value compared with the US dollar and with-national .
production shrinking by between 15 and 20% this year,

the economy is seizing up. Factorzes areata standstill
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Student demonsiration, Surabaya, Aprif 1998
; ‘ Photo: Kerry Morgan

Much of mdustry and agrrculture has been disrupted
beyond repair. Real wages are back to the ievel of 1965,
The ‘miracle’ growth of the ‘80s and 90s, which took per |
capita income from $70 - $700, has turned into its oppo-
site, Far from getting into the top ten economies in the
world by the year 2005 - the decldared aim of the dictator
Suharto - Indonesia came to be universaﬂy regarded asa
‘basket case’.

More than 80 miilion peopie out of 2200 rmllion popuia—
tion, can barely assure themselves even one meal a day,
By the end of the year it will be more like 100 million. A
recent newspaper report claiming a certain ‘stabilisation’
of the currency and ‘improvements’ in business
prospects, stressed the fragility of the situation, Italso
brought home with one ghastly statistic, the human cost
of economic disaster. Half of the country’s children’
below the age of two are so undernourished that they
have suffered irrever51ble damage to the deveiopment of
thClI’ brams .

Television re ports from Indoncsia have shown children
suffering form all the horrific symptoms of malnutrition
associated with Africa - no flesh on their bones, swollen
stomachs, vacant eyes. They have also shown swarms of
desperate and starving people descending on onion plots
or rice fields, being chased away by terrified farmers
wiclding bamboo poles, and swarming back again. Fields
and plantations have been stripped bare, fish stocks raid-
ed and rice warehouses forced open.

The situation is rapidly deteriorating; the question is
sharply posed: "Who will re-plant and who will re-stock?”.
Some urban and rural poor have invaded the estates and
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even the golf courses of the rich and planted rice and
other crops, agreeing to cultivate and distribute the pro- E
duce’on ‘collective prmc;ples These are; at present, 2. .-
mmor;t} _Bimd rage has led to the torching and destrue— N
tiont of buildings and equipment on palm-oil plantations, -
for example, where Suharto cronies still refuse to recog-
nise the: grievances of local people. The situation is crying
out for a form of direct democracy and local decrsron~
makmg that bring immediate resulits. In many areas, mass
demonstrations, prckctmg or occupying government :
buﬂdmgs have forced out of office not only local gover-
nors: associated wrth Suharto's corrupt regime, buteven
vrl[age head-men “mini Suhar toes accused of croayi m, :
fiepotism and favo : : '

Natlonal. Struggles

' torshlp gavea hugc boost to.
i tton in the regions that have suf

: _1011al oppression - Aceh, Irian Jaya,
Fast Timor. M’lss demonstrations forced the Habibie gov-
ernment to give the appearance of acceding to demands
for the withdrawal of troops. In Aceh in August as the last
divisiohs were supposed to be leaving the area; agents
provocateurs were obviou sly under instruction to stir up
riots and prowde a pretext for the decrsion to be e
reversed AR : o

In sp;te of one much pubhcxsed axrhfr of soldiers from
East Timor, there are now more, rather than less,
encamped in the territory - over 25,000 according to TV .
reports which have shown military landing craft spewing
out hundreds of fresh troops onto the beaches of this
half-island nation; East Timor has suffered the slaughter
of one third of its population since the invasion of 1976
one of the worst ever genocrdes in history L :

Since the hated Sllh'lrto s departure, there have been
huge demonstrations in the capital Dili and many, other, . ;
areas. Political organisations have come out into the open,
to pursue the struggle for national Hiberation to the end.
Under the pressure of the movement, some rebel leaders
have been released from prison. The most wellknown -.
FRETILIN leader Xanana Gusmao - remains in a Jakarta
jail, refusing on principle a deal on ‘special status’ for East
Timor within Indonesia. He holds out for a referendum
on self-determination, though he believes it may take five,
or even ten'years before it is held and should be under -
UN supervision. It is possible that even he under-esti-
mates the deiermination of his own people to achieve
complete inidependence in the shortest possible time.

Chaos and the army

T od'iy throughout Indonesn, convennonai ‘1aW and
order’ have broken down, In East Java hundreds of peo-
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ple - human rlghts workers young people and local
Islamic leaders- have been killed by black-clad ‘Nm]a o
assassins, In revenge v1gi1ante groups have turned into .
lynch’ mobs carrymg ‘out summary cxecutions. Ethmc '
and religrous rivalries have been exacerbated by poverty
and desperation but they are meped up and used by the
rulmg class to divide and rule the population. Inapre
dominantiy Muslim countr}' Islamic ﬁmdamentahsm in
one form or auother would move to fll[ the gap leftby
the breakdown of conventional authorlt} and the absence
ofa revoluttonary Workers party capabIe of umtmg all
the oppressed against the common enemy,” -

It is said that the army is the only force operatlonai ona
national basis. Tt is certainly still very much in evidence m
pohtrcal hfe In the government’s proposals fora
‘reformed’ parliament, the armed forces -ABRI- Would st_ill
have 55 unclected seats. Although ‘there is much talk
aboit ABRI movmg back into centre stage, the hkellhood
ofa mlhtary coup is snll smail at Ieast over the next 6 -
12 months !

The army 1s dlscredited and now even ofﬁc1ally blamed
for provokmg the riots whrch brought the wxdespread
déath and destruction to Jakarta in May The Intematlonal
Herald Tribune reports in one provmee, armed clashes
berween rwal mﬂitary units. B

Large elements of the army are impoverished and demor-
alised. Mining companies complain that the military,
along with local officials are unwilling to intervene to /¢
stop thousands of miners digging gold and coal for them--
selvesand selling it on the open market. *As they cannot
feed the people,” comments a Broken Hill Proprietary -
manager, “They’re quite happy for the community to help’
themselves!t” (And it is-not only gold and coal that is being
appropriated in this way..but whole forests full of teak!); -

Socialist order or capitalist 0%

compromise » _
In situations of famine and crisis all kinds of committees

spring up dominated by bourgeois and intellectualele- -
ments who appoint themselves but do little to overcome -
the powerful lobbies and corrupt practices which plague -
a poverty-stricken society. But the chalienge before the
leaders of the class struggle is to replace chaos and ‘law-:
lessness’ with an ordered but democratically controlied: -
and practical way of -planning the distribution and use of -
resources, starting with the most basic aspects of life. -
They necd to encourage the election of councrls to take i
overthe task of feeding the populauon Partnaden

Elected representatives of the rural and urban poor link
ing up with those of workers in the factories and offices,” |
could beginto organise collectively theacquisition, pro- =

duction and distribution of food and basic necessities, -

Such councils of action, similar to the soviets thrown up




in the course of the Russian Revolution, could mount a -
struggle to take all large estates, banks and indugtrial con-
glomerates out of the hands of capltallst cron:es and land-
owners, Under the ‘dlrect democracy‘ ofa Workers and
peasants’ governrnent they could. orgamse democratlc .
workers' control and i minagement of society. All that is
on offer from the Habibie government, is new eleet1ons
in May of 1999 and a presrdentral ‘poll i in December Some
doubt that eitHer w1ll be held. A new campaign to dis ‘
credit the ideas of socialism and communism is under
way and troops are preparing to crack- down on demon-
strations outsidé the phoney parliament S meetmgs tlus
month November s

The seven person committee of academrcs appoznted to
draw up reforms to the constitution, has agreed to pro-
posals which contradict even the accepted norms of * rep-
resentative’ democracy. To register, a party must have
branches in half of the 27 provinces or get.a million sig-
hatures on a petition! To be eligible to stand for a second
t1me 1t must pass a 10% threshold in the electlon

Yet, all these efforts to maintam the status quo are by no,
means assured of . success. Laws severel)r restricting the .
right of assembly have already been over-ruled even by
today’s phoney parliament They have seen that that in
the present inflamed situation, they are anyway bemg dis-
regarded and dlSCI‘Cdlth In the pohtical ferment that has
followed the end of the Suharto dictatorship, no fewer E
than 250 d;fferent new ;ournals and newspapers have .
appeared on the scene. New radio stations have opened
up and numerous new. parties and orgamsatrons have .
come into exrstence Eighty erght partres are applymg to
be legall}r reeognlsed

Parties and prospects
One of the most viable of them is the New Mandate Party
(PAN) of Amien Rais - leader of the 28 miltion: strong. i
Muslim Muhammadiyah organisation and regarded as-an
important moderate opposition leader; Abdurrahman: -
Wahid, known as Gus Dur, leads an‘even larger Muslim
organisation - Nahdatul Ulama. He has also declared the
setting up of a party - the National Awakening Party or

PAB -which could line up with the Democratic Party of
Indonesia (PDD) of Megawati Sukarnopoutri. T

In spite of being virtually illegalised, the Megawati wing
of the PDILis widely expected to gain a massive vote at -
the elections when they eventually take:place, It was able
to hold z rally and conference in the party’s traditional -
stronghold of Bali during the second week of October .
attracting up to 100,000 participants. In the colours of -
the party they formed a sca of red holding high masswe
banners and placards bearing portraitsiof their léader - -
Ibu or‘mother’. Roars from the crowd greeted her denun—
ciations of corrupt cronies as she declared: “Parasites -
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have destroyed Indonesra over the last three decades
Now we must destroy the parasrtes m L
Megawati is torn between the demands of the €X- generals
and free market economists who have flooded into her
party and the mass'of her grass-roots supporters who are
praying to'her for some relief of their dire poverty. “She -
car’t be both:a leader of the elite and the poor”, com-
mented a western'diplomat, While there are other'con- -
tenders, like Amien Rais, for the position of ‘leadcr of the
opposition’, it is w1dely said that, “What ‘Mega lacksin
enthusiasm she makes up for in popularity”. Many have
the fllusion that she can work miracles and turn the clock
back to the days of her father - the first pre51dent of the
newly independent Indonesia, liusions, by their nature
are doomed to be shittered on the rocks of reality.
Megawati has deelared her a]legrence to free market polr-
cies and taken an ex; general as deputy leader of the party,
opening up the p0551b111ty even of an alhance Wzth the
old ruling party - Golkar B

The hopes and aspirations of the masses, aroused bY the'
movement, are whipped to fever pitch by the appalling

’conditrons they face. But, under any capltalrst administra-

tion, however beneficent, they aré doomed to be sorely
d1sappomted given | the extent of the damage Wrought o1
the economy by the Asian crisis and on polrtreal life by
brutal, three decades long dretatorship No.one smgle
charismatic Ieader can solve these problems No party
that does not stand for a complete break with capitalism
can begin the task of reconstruction with the chance. of
any. Iastmg SUCCEss, L RIREY :

As the giobal cr_as:;s seiaes_ ‘t:ll_e t{?orld ._e_‘eono:zi_n:y, tl{e::_ :
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'of robust growth in Indonesia are echpsed In

‘the contéxt of further stagnation in the economy, of =
‘break- down in social life: and, disintegranon of the coun-’
ry. genuine democracy ¢ can only be built from below’ by a
movement that sets out to transform society- along social-,
ist Hines, T hat is the central contention of the Commrttec

_fdr Workers Internatlonal

Imporea_nt mate_ ial _'_s reproduced here to argue thIS case
Itis, aimed to, _row lxght on'the dramatic events of this
year and offer an expianatzon of What is behmd them and

“The accounts and articles published in the papersand  *
journals of the sections of our International, in particular
those in the British monthly, ‘Socialism Today’, have
drawn on first-hand material collected on visits to
Indonesia this year by European members of the CWI -
Anna Schneider, Anton Wilin from Sweden and myself.
We had the privilege of meeting some of the most dedi- -
cated and selfsacrificing activists ~youth from the cam- ;
puses and working men-and women from the factories.
We experienced the fervour-and thirst for revolutlonary
1deas that only a revolutlon can engender :

In our discussrons, We Iwere guided by What We had _
learnt of the many previous experiences of mass stfuggle
and the combatwe traditions of the Indonesran Working
class - much of it from the mvaluable short hlstory “From
the Ashes™ reproduced on pages 11 to 28 . The tight cen-
sorship operated by the military d1ctatorsh1p, only partiaL
Iy eased since its ﬂgurehead was brought down, means |
few activists inside Indonesia have had access to the true
hxstory of their own heroic past and its bitter lessons We
discovered that Craig Bowen’s pamphiet has been keenly
studied on courses organised by the out lawed left-wmg
People’s Democratic Party.: i coivniin Lo

As 1t po:nts out, the Indonesran Commumst Part} formed
in 1920 was the first in Asia, In the years after mdepen— '
dence, it grew to become the third largest in the world It
was phys;cally destroyed in 1965 66 when over one mjl
lion activists and .supporters Were siaughtered by -
Suharto s crack troops

Understanding the tragedy of those years not only gives !
an insight'into today’s events. It brings home how even
the most promising of revolutions can be shipwrécked by
fatal errors of teadership, notably in this case, the failure
to declare a party, draw'up a correct programme and give
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a Iead to the workmg masscs.

Hlstory often repeats itseIf but never m every detail
Eyen under dxctatorships, the battle of class forces’ COIltIIl-
ues. Some elements are weakened others strengthened
The world situation today and the fragile condition of
the once-rmghty army in Indonesia, rule out a bloodbath
like that through which Suharto waded when, he came to
power But uniess the momentum.of the movement is |
mamtamed and a clear mdependent policy adopted by
reaction couid prepare a comcback Since Suharto, Was
removed by a per51stent mass movement of unarmed peo-
ple, he has still not been put on trial for the mass murder
he conducted in the ‘60s nor for any of the Iater atrocities
carrred out durrng the 32 years of his rule ey

Scores to Settle

p |

'I he ma]onty of the populatlon in Indonesm has SCOTES: to
scttle with Suharto and his cronies. There arc the relatives
of the millions kilied ot ‘dnsappeared’ under Suharto's
orders the millions whose 1dentity eards are still marked
with the words' pohttcai prisoner the tens of millions ™
who have laboured to create the massive wealth accumu
fated by’ him'and his cronies and the tens more mdiions

“starved of the basic means of a decent life, Known to”

have utilised state powcr to enrich his own 1rnmed:ate .
family -'said t¢ be worth up to $46 Dillion - the fallen ‘dic-
tator has recently appeared on national television claim- -
ing he has “not one cent” in a foreign bank! Those who
aré supposed to bé investigating his wealth are drawn *°
from the very same clique that was in power uhder this~
‘King of Thieves’. They will not want to push things fur-
ther for fear of revelations about their own corrupt deal—
ings! :

‘The CWT argues that only a clean break with the past ¢
regime and with the whole system of capitalism - by its J
very nature corrupt and unjust - will lay the basis for satis-
fying the:modest demands of the Indonesian.masses. 1«
Only a geénuine ‘people’s trial’ of Suharto, a real purge of
the army and .government by a workers’-and small peo- -
ple’s government and the socialist re-construction of soci
cty will satisfy:the strrvmgs of the mass. of the Indones;an
population. ST 5 RRTEE o

Demiocratic rights can and must be sqiieezed out of the !
present regime by the sheer force of the mass movement.
But they will be limited and short-lived-uniess the system
of organising society and the economy is changed. This -
involves mass struggle with the aim-of eliminatihg private
ownership and putting land, industry and finance to use-
for improving people’s lives: An extension of the struggle
for socialism to other countries would be not a distant
goal but a vital necessrts to prevent the return of outrlght
reaction. T : s o




The casc for.this programme is made in.the pamphlet - . -
‘Indonesia - The Revolution has Begun’ included here on -
pages 29 to 41 produced:in June 1997 by.the Austrian.. ..

section of the CWL It was written by Anna Schncidcr
who visited Indonesia less ‘than’ ‘one month before

Suharto’s resignation to discuss’ ‘with partxapants i What

were already dramatic events! It gives a ‘political ‘who's

wha”and ‘what’s what', It outlines How the monctary cn— :

sis that hit Indonesia in mid-1997 turned into the pro-’

found social and polit1cal Cl'lSlS of 1998 that hit thc R

worldsheadlines AR

Flements of revolunon Wcrc already commg togethcr and :

have yet to reach their full stature. Not one act but a
process, revolution never develops in a straight line, It

goes through numerous phases and stages. “This doésnot -

mean that Matxists and leaders of the ‘worker$’ movement
should falf iiito the trap of limltmg the strugg[e to ‘bour—
geois democratic” and socialist * stages’; On ‘thé contrary,
in countries where the' bourgeois revolution has hot yet
been completed (see material on later | pages of this pam-’

phlet) and Tand reform; for examplc, urgently rieeds to- be”
carried through, the only way it can bée doné is by élimi-

nating capitalism, For the land-owners, hbankers and

industrialists, all tied up. together in exploiting thc laboﬁf

of o'qhers __democragy is a luxury Lhey cannot z_iffgrd_, S

The example of Spam

The cxtenswc writings of Leon Trots}q on deveiopments
in Spain during the period’ 193 1-7 are instructive in this .

respect. They graphically illustrate what is at stake as the .

processes of reyolution and counter- revolutlon urifold. A_
revoiutxonary period can begm with somethmg lzke the .
internal collapse of a form of rule that has held sway for

decades - constitutional monarchy, military dictatorship,
It can pass through a period of weak government, short-
tived regimes, riddled with crisis, forced to make conces-
sions but awaiting the moment to reassert its control. It
will see workers struggling at first in an uncoordinated
and spontaneous fashion, suffering defeats and resolving
to come back for more. Suharto’s successor, Habibie,
could well be taken for the Berlinguer of Indonesia - the
Gateman of the revolution’,

Indonesia in the next period, may well see a development
ikin to the june days of the Paris Commune in 1871 in
France or the July days of the Russian Revolution 1917,

As Trotsky explained, the most militant workers, awoken
‘0 struggle may be initially defeated because of the scat-
‘ered, partial nature of their movement. Then, learning
‘rom their mistakes, and still not prepared to tolerate the
ntolerable, they can push ahead towards a show-down
with the ruling class, underestimating the obstacles that
stand between them and victory. The most advanced lay-
:rs may not be fully aware of the need to win the support
2f other layers or at least to neutralise opposition to a suc-

introductioni’

ccssful bid forpower Bl iy

A revoiutlonary party would launch 2 programme to rally
the support of the masses around demands aimed at dis-
pelling lingering illusions that the new ‘democratic’ Tep-
resentatives of the old ruling class are capable-of solvmg .
even their immediate problems; A revolutionary party’
would also understand the heed to conduct agitation
aimed at winning over large sections of the army to AR
rcfuse ) firc on workers and students IR RRAE

Througheut hlS Wrztmgs on the Spamsh Revolutlon, Lo
Trotsky urges the building and strengthening of directly ...
represegntative committees of workers and: poor peasants ..
as an altcrnative to the bourgeois republican government .,
that pratects capitalist and landowner exploitation. At the .
same time he urges the building of a party to lead and .. ..
coordinate the struggle. Every moment of lost time and . ..
lost opportunity means time and opportunity given to
reaction. In Spain the dire cohséquenceswere the even-
tual victory of the fasc1sm ‘and the long night of the

Franco dictatorship for more than 30 ye'u's

As a contribution to the v1tally nnportant dlscus510n on
which way forward for the Indonesian revolution; a CWI
statement, ‘Indonesia ~A Revolution Beégun’ was pro-
duced in June of this year and circulated it as widely as
possible for information and discussion. It is reproduced
on pages’ 43 and 58 of this pamphlet.' Also included, on™
pages 59 to 60, is a'small statement on “The Need for a °
Revolutionary Party’ used by representatives of the CWIL
in many meetings w1th acuvists in Indonesm m August

At the ttmc of thelr VlSIt they found that the ferment in
society had not abated. There was still 2 militant mood

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution
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and strikes and demonstrations of one kind or another

were a daily occurrence. Without a clear lead, there was
Confusmn as to the ultimate aims of the movement but -
hugf: expectations that a better deal could be won. In this

situation, the idea of preparing at ieast a Warnmg gcncral -

strike was greeted with enthusrasm United action around :
... state intervention in an attempt to innoculate their .

the recurring demands of the movcmcnt could pulI SE
together all the largely spont:tneous strugg[es that are.

constantly breaking out all over the country: ‘Down With
Habibiel ‘Restore the subsidies on the nine basic necessi-" :
ties! ‘End the ‘dw1 fl.ll'lgSl of. the. rnlhtary!’ ‘No to. the sham_

parliamentary dcmocracy of the MPR!’ ‘Frec trade

of 1975. After a perlod however, ifno way is found of
channelling the revolutionary energy of the masses, if no
other force sets out to ‘regulate’ and reconstruct-society. ..
along socialist lines - things could change. The favourablc
balance of forces couid dlSSlpate 8 :

Itis possrble to envrsage certam ]unior officers steppmg ' _j:
in to the breach on the pretext of halting the disinteggra-. .

tion of the country and instituting a form:of avowedly - .

‘progressive’ military rule, A new government - evena... .

Megawati government - could find them offering their -

services first of all to supervise the distribution of foed
and other essentials. Later they could move to ‘pull back )
the political cover’ in their direction. While not eliminat: -

ing the capitalist mode of ownership and production,
they might use the state and its forces to'introducea
heavy measure of contiol - in society and-in'the éconoiny.
In order to proteet Indonesran interests they cowd adopt’
an anti-western stance and certain measuics of protec-
tionism as well eIements of centralisatron and plannmg

One form of bourgeoxs bonapartism or another erl per-
sist, that is, 2 more or less overt military control over soci-

ety aimed at hoiding the balanee between the classes at ..

the cxpense of basm democratrc rlghts

Whatever govcmmcnt is in power in Indonesm in the

ne1r future it will come undcr pressure to adopt protec-'

tal controls adoptcd recently bY Mahathlr Mohamad in.

neighbouring Malaysia. It may _fpl_low the example of the; ‘
South Korean and Japanese governments and nationalise

certain key. areas of finance and, some of the more trou-
ble-torn industries, Indeed, under the pressure of mass |

demonstrations and the demands of workers, the Habibie _'
government has already been forced to take over certain

10
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banks and industries that were run (arid ruined) by e
Suharto crontes. It has also arranged rescheduling of
some debts and mcreased the budgct deficit RN

In response to the Asran cris1s, the goverﬂments of Hong
Kong and Taiwan have both moved in the direction of

economies against the worst ravages of unfettered market
capitalism, National bourgeois representatives will not be .
averse to using anti-imperialist or religious rhetoric to.
maintain their popularity when foreign’ (especially US) .
capitalism is secen to be draining their economies. But
nothing they do, whilc remaining on'a capitalist basis,

will save them from new bouts of collapse and dzsaster

The World Bank ina report to the new government of BJ

Habxbre and internatronal investors, described Indonesiz .
as bemg on the yerge of bankruptcy “No country in;
recent hlstory“ it declared, “Let alone one the size. of -
Indonesxa has ever suffered such a. rcvcrsal of its for- .
tune”, They ¢ could have added that no country in recent

hastory has seen such pohtleal turmoﬂ and the coming ;
* together of so many eiements of revolutron

These will be accompanied by elemerts of vzcxous e
couinter-revolution, There will be huge ebbs and flows as =
the contéstinig forces striigglé for solutions in the inter-
ests of their own class. There will be big and contradicto-
ry changes in consciousness. But the key factor for har-
nessing the enormous energy and anger released by the
breaking down of the Suharto dictatorship is the bmldmg
ofa rcvolutlonary workers’ party. The urgency of pursu-
ing'such'a goal cannot be overstressed, The production of
this pamphlet itis hoped wilt be a contributron to'that :4 |
process and towards brmgmg nearer the da}r when’ a
Indonesia’ s socaahst revolution assures a lastmg victory
aver poverty and reaction ' ‘

Kerry Morgan, November 1998







A SHORT HISTORY OF THE INDONESIAN COMMUNIST PARTY

First puhlished hy Militant lnternatmnal Publicatmns, Australla, September 1990

'AUTHOR’S
INTRODUCTION

Twenty  five years
Indonesian Communist ' Party

(PKI) was the largest aspiring rev-.

olutionary party in' the world
with ‘three and a half, million
members, Six months later it had
been effectively destroyed and up
to a million people lay dead, Yet

this was not the first time the PKI:

had been crushed 'l‘hree times in

fifty years.. ‘the PKI'rose up and
three times it was ‘crushed - most

tetribly and tragically of all: fol-
lowing the -events of September

Why did'it. happen? This pamphlet
will attempt to.answer that ‘question
and in doing so focuson a number. of
basic themes ‘and_ theoretical ques-
i recur throughout _the
Partys hlstoi'y S e

-But this has not been Written sxmply
for historical interest. We believe the
lessons of Indonesia are of bummg
relevance today throughout all of the
ex-colonial world. The theoretical
questions that confronted the PKI are

fundamentally the same as those that =

confront activists ‘today throughout

Asia; Africa and Latin America, and it -

is at those serious act1v1sts that this
pamphiet is aimed. :

The pamphlet pretends Ito be noth :

ing mote than an introduction to the

12

... enormously rich history of the PKI.
_ - Whilst there are many, books on the

o subject (some of them very bad), to
ag0 “the - the best of our knowledge the history

of the Party has ‘not been condensed
into pamphlet form since PKI leader
Aidit's ofﬁcml h:story’ three decades
ago. :

.+ This will be -an extremeiy critical
“look at the Party’s history, yet it must
“:be_stated 'that despite all ‘the “criti- =
“cisms it is_quite clear that, over 50
- years, the PKI ‘attracted to its ranks.

the créam of several generatsons ‘of

Indonesian society. The news of the -
annihilation of the Party was a terri-
ble biow to the whele labour move- .

ment; internanonaliy

Twenty five years on and the cap1tal—._
ist press throughout the world beat-

their chests and. daily trumpet their
message, “Marx1sm is dead!” Yet for all

. the talk of the triumph of capitalism,
the class struggle continues unabated,

particularly in the ex-colonial world.
1t is perhaps fitting that this pamphlet
is bemg produced, now, with vn'tually

all the leaders of the labour move-

ment internationally singing along

‘with the capitalists, hang-dog style, to -
-the funeral songs for Marxism. '

‘Our analysis is quite the opposxte'

In Indonesia the ideas of Marxism
“have run through the history. of the
“working class’ movement like:a ‘back-

bone. And despite all the killing, all
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: 'being dead, the ideas of Ma
‘come once more to be the driving

“The

the torture, alI the impnsonment and

‘all the repression, you  cannot kill
_ideas. Yet at the same time those ideas
: have suffered decades of Sealinist dis-

tortions, some of which stili linger. To

analyse and correct the distortions is

of vital importance. and: it is hoped

. __that this pamphiet wﬂi
“tanceé. :
_ I‘urthermore, as the new generatlon
‘of Indonesian activists. know, a revos
_luuon never has’ beem, NOT- wili it ever )
“be, won from within' the walls of 2 _
‘seminar room. Pohtica! theor
c1a]1y important, but not for. its own

“ sake. The whole point of theory is that }
itisa guicie to action, As the brave old
~PKI leader Aliarcham, who' died in
':.';Boven Digul concentratmx} camp

is cru—

_e of a551s—'

__BY CRAIG BOWEN

sald, “Study while struggling: without

study it is impossible to struggie"’

“Weé are fully confident that far from

force behind the mighty Indonesian

labour movement when from the :

ashes, it rises once again Ll
It'is only a matter of time.
September 1990 ‘ 7‘ v

sephe

' The Early Years ,
movement “in

communist
Indonesia sprang from_' an_ unusuai
source. A year before the Flfst World
War, the Winds of revoit Were blow-

!
1
!



ing through Java, Amongst the Dutch
colonialists ‘there was widespread
alarm. Thousands of miles away Lenin
wrote, “A significant development is
the spread of the revolutionary demo-
cratic movement to the Dutch East
Indies (the old colonial name for
Indonesia)...” Parties and unions are
being formed at an amazing speed.
The govemrnent is banning them,
thereby only fanning the resentment
and accelerating the growth of the
movement”,

Dutch colonialism was v;cious An

American Visitor wrote, “A Polynesian '

transported to a scene of convention-
al Javanese activity would at once
devoutly believe the worst that the
missionaries had told him about helE”
So great was the exploitation of the
Indonesian masses that a major part
of Dutch social capital formation 'in
the nineteenth century was financed
by wealth extracted from Indoncsia,
Yet for the Indonesians themselves,
living standards 1 were either stagnant
or declining.

A writer who had himself been a
plantation boss wrote of Javanese
contract workers, “They may not ran
wway from their Work for thatis for-

sidden by their contract which the

gnorant, misled coolte signed same-
vhere in Java,.. They are doing forced
abour, or if you like they are slaves,
lhe coolie slogs from morning it
ght, toilmg and stooping, he has to
itand up to the neck in stinking
narshland, while greedy leéches suck
1is thin blood and malaria mosquitoes
yoison his sickly body But he cannot
un away, for the contract binds him

he tjentengs the watchmen and ¢on-.

tables of ‘the firm, who have the
trength of giants and are bestially
ruel, track down the fugitive. When
hey catch him they give him a terri-
ile hiding and lock him up, for the
ontract binds him”.

The first main road in Java, built by
ommand of the Dutch governor
)aendels was likewise built by forced
1ibour and those who failed to com-
lete their allocated quota of road on
lme were summarily hanged But to
op it alf off, the road was, “exclusive-
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ly for European use. Dirt tracks along-
side were provided for the natwes""
-

Yet far from just accepting the situa’
tion, there were uprisings against the
Dutch throughout the whole colonial
period and’ direct control by the
Dutch, outside the island of Java, was
not achieved until well into the twen-
tieth century. The British colonialist
Raffles commented that, “Ever since
the arrival of the Europeans they (the
Javanese) have neglected no opportu-
nity of attempting to regain their
independence”. But the rebellions
tad aiways been at iocai or regional
level.

In 1911 the first mass political
movement in the country that existed
on 4 national scalé, Sarekat Islam, was
formed. Founded originally to protect
the interests of Javanese batik mer-
chants from competition by Indies
Chinese traders, it rapidly became a
rallying point for ‘discontent, spread:
ing from the urban commercial cldss
to the poorer population of the towns
and into the rural areas, under the
leadership ~ "of ~Umar ~ Said
Tjokroaminoto. " TN ‘

At around the same time, a former
Puich railway union official, Henk
Sneevliet, came to Indonesia looking
for a job, having been 'blacklisted in
Holland. On his’ 1nttiatwe ‘the
Indonesian”  Social’  Democratic
Association (ISDV) was founded in
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1914, From an original sixty members
their numbers grew to eighty-five by
the following year and they began to
produce a paper... however it was in
Dutch. 'This was because the v'tst
majority of ISDV members were
Dutch and despite the fact that ‘pover-
ty ‘was increasing, they were not
reaching the Indonesmn masses,

By this time, in contrast - Sarekat
Ishm a movement rather than a party
: had ‘thousands ~ of ' adhérents.
Accordingly the ISDV decided to ori-
ent their work towards it, and it Was
from this source that the first genera-
tion of Indonesian M1rx1sts Were
recruited e

' Prominent among themn Wi young
raiiW‘ty worker, Semaun, who at the
age of seventeen was vice chairman of
the Surabaya branch of the 1SDV, and
in 1917 became one of the edttors of
the first Indonesian l1ngu'1ge socialist
newspaper SOCI“I Merdika (’i‘he }«ree
Voice).

1917 w1s a tumultuous ye'zr "The
conservative elements thhin the
ISDV split away during the year over-
an’article written by Sneevliet in the
Party newspaper celebrating the
February revolution in Russia and say-
ing, “Duich rule in the Indies would
go the way of the Tsar if only the
Indonesians set their minds to it”,

"The government 1mmediate1y ‘set

.about prosecuting Sneevliet. and

attempted to suppress discussion of

 ISDV members, Semarang, 1917
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the uprising, which inevitably had the
opposite effect and soon everybody
was talking about the Russi'm revoly-
tion.

‘While Sneevliet was '1W'utmg trlal
the Batavia branch of the ISDV, domi-
nated by the conservatives, publxshed
a_declaration saying, “We should
oppose those who, ignoring the unity
of the native population groups nec-
essary, for the achievement of national
mdependence and freedom, drive a
wedge into it through their 50~ called
socialist internationalism”,

‘Meanwhile Sarckat Islam (Sl) qu in
turmoil ’{ISO Semaun had moved to
Sern'lrang where he was mstrumental
in building a strong $1 branch whlch
was beeommg increasmgly publicly
ermeal of. the §1 leadership. By the
time of the 1917 conference
Tjokroammoto and other §I leaders
wanted all relations with the ISDV cut
off but the Semarang bmueh, where
the ISDV's strength was centred, had
strong backing from other branches.

The upshot was, that rather than
expelling the ISDV, the SI were forced
to. state that, “If parliamengary action
should prove unfruitful, the Sarckat
Islam ‘would not hesitate to revolt,
Moreover. the congress condemned
‘sinful’ - that is, foreign - capltahsm
and demanded freedom of political
orgamsatlon, ad1eally 1mproved
labour and agrarian 1eg1slatlon and
free public education’”. @

Thus. from what had been a mer—

chant’s protecuon guild six years ear- -

lier,-and had only four years ‘earlier

to the Dutch government the 81 had
become & ‘mass movement headmg
rapldly in a revolutionary direction.
‘But most significant in its effects of
all: the events that year, was the
Bolshewk revolution in October
1917, It sent an eleetrie “charge

around the world. But'it was particu-:

larly inspiring ‘{o. the revolutlonanes
in: Indonesia ~because.’ ‘they. were
always being, told that Indonesm was

) oleta FaLto (ake; power, and’group: ¢
'almost

in fact suffered from ‘an absence of all
factors assumed necessary for a social-
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ist revolution.’ And yet here was
Russia, a backward pe'lsﬂ.nt based
economy and the Workmg class had
taken power. _

Inspired by t the Bolshewks the ISDV
began orgamsmg soldiers and sallors
sovicts (councﬂs) and w1thln Athree
months there were more than 3, 000
members of the movement which
became known as the Red Guardlsts

Meanwlnle economlc eondmons
contmued to deterlor'\te re11 income
declmed eontinuously frorn 1914 10
1924 and there was 2 general rest-
lessness in the air. Con51derable
attentlon was devoted to woxk m
Sarekat Islam and the posmon 'md
influence of the ISDV steadily gained
ground. 1SDV  member Darsono,
became the official .SI propagaﬂdlst
and Semaun became Sl commissioner
in charge of West J'lva

By the 1919 SI congress the power-
ful influence of the ISDV was unmis;
takable. Their paper reportlng the
Congress dechred The struggle was
directed squarely agamst equtahsm
and was not, as in preyious times; an
attack by a few on ‘sinful c1p1tahsm a
combination of concepts that rests, on
a misunderstanding of soelahsm

But the tide began to turn Amongst
revolutionaries, the perapeenve had
been that the Russian revolution
would sxmply be the flrst m ascries of
revoiutlons ‘that would sweep ACTOSS
Europe, including the. Netherlands,
and which in turn Would intersect

-_'w1tl1 the movemen m Indoues:a But
“ithe movements
proeiaxmed s, uncondmonai loyalty

'Europe Were

 defeated (for reasons we shall go into
“later),

Whlle in “Indonesia - Red
Guardists and ISDV members were
1mprisoned and Dutch; 'volutl_onar-
ies banished. e -

The merchant bourgeois Moslem
interests that had steadily. lost ground

-within Sarekat Islam began to reor:
__gamse ‘and it in turn began to crack
“apart. Within a few years Sarekat
;'-'Islam had eoliapsed S :
- The work within Sarekat Islam had_

no " contact
Indonesian masses, into an over-
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timt m m'my areas ‘mtually led the
masscs, :

But while Sqrekat Islam was fallmg
apart the first pl1ase of Indouesxan
communism was not yet over, Havmg
changed names, from the ISDV to the
Commumst Part} of lndonesna (PKI)

1920 it became . the first
Commumst Party . in Asi’t and
although numencally small durmg
the 19205 it far outweighed any ¢ other
pohtlcql party in Indonesia in. terms
of.its public support,.,

Durlng the early . 19205 the PKI led a
number of -major . strikes,, notably of
the p'iwnshop workers in 1922 and
the railway workers in 1923 The
strlkes ‘however, were unsuccessful
But they further alarmed the Duteh
Who in.turn stepped up. their repres;
sion of PKI activities, Some .of the
PKIs most, able Ieaders such as Tan
\{alaka Bergsma and Semaun were
expelled from, lndones;a - Sneevliel
had suffered the same, fate, and many
more were to follow. Y

It was around.this time also that tbe
parq '1bandone(i the orgamsfitiona]
method “of. “democratic_centralism.
lnste’td itwas determmed th‘;t a loea]
unit could act independem:l)r w1thoul
mformmg party, headquartels ‘s
long as its decisions were in lme with
PKI constltut;on fmd by—laws” (3)

Inthe IIICIC"iSlﬂle volatile sxtu'mon
to try and organise a revolutxonaq
party on 4 do your. ownt “thing” [basis
was 2 recipe for d1saster partlculariy
given the relatlve mexpenenee of the
party . and the continual. arrests
1mprlsonment and bmxshment o]
party. cadres. (No. ‘doubt these factor
played a lqrge partL .in the. deelsmlJ
bemg made in the first place ) s

In - mzd 1925 w1th the; econom)
plcklng up, stnkes began A0, oceu
again - ail wild.cat, all small and mos
Iy unsuccessful, Then in Semaran
mgjor strikes began . o ‘break outJ
Thcreafter foliowed strxkes in Medas
and Batavia 'md a near general stnk
in Surabaya Repressmn was steppe_
up, The right of assembly Was prohz
ited in afl areas where the PKI cxiste
Frustratlon and desperation grew, no




least among the inexperienced lead-:
ers who were left. it was decided to.
organise an insurrection - for the fol-:

lowing year. :
“However by then thc labour unions

of Java, which were to have provided

the major revolutionary thrust, were
in a state of -collapse following their
defeats. Secret terrorist organisations

had been established in some regions .

but the centre had little or no control
over them -.the transmission of the
centre’s ideas had depended to a great
extent on .its now-banned publica-

tions. There were conflicts within the .

regional...party - organisations, - and
even . the sub-sections .

ieadership™. (4) -

To make matters worse, thc leadcr-:
ship.of the party itself was split over

the question of.insurrection. Daring

the preparatory period. some leaders -
were . touring branches arguing .in:
favour, and others were touring argu-,
ing against the idea. The movement
was visibly . dlssoivmg into, anarchya

5>

ings. were -a: disaster. Despite. the

rebellious :mood: that: undoubtedly:.

existed, the movements in Java were

quickly put down, with the exception -

of Banten where resistance continued
until .ate 1926, and Sumatra 'where
the insurrection did not begin until
early. 1927, and was quickly smashed,

Thirteen thousand arrests were made.
and, of those arrested, an unspecified :

number.; were -executed. Thousands
were imprisoned and 1,300 were sent

to the horrendous, malaria infested .

Boven Digul concentration camp in
West Papua..::

Thus ended the ﬁrst pcr;od of open :

Communist getivity in Indonesia, -

Unéie};éround and
independence

It is important to note that it was only

from this point that the focus of the
struggle became ‘nationalism’ and the.
rise of. the: natlonahst movcment
occurred.

In fact Ruth McVey the most astute

showed:
mcreased mdcpendcnce of sectione

Thus when they occurrcd thc upns-
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of alI bourgeois commcntators, pomts‘;
out’ that Indonesian commumsts of,

the tlme felt that “Nanonahsm was a

Europcan phenomcnon of the mnc-_
tccnth century and not a rcai issue in

the Indonésia of their day The con-
cept of l‘CVOIuthl’l aimed not . Just at
mdependcncc but also at drastic
sacial change Was...
doctrm;ure leftists (sic) in the central

party Ieadcrship, it was an ultegral':

part of the PKI's popular appeal The
power of thls appeal is shown by the
fact that opponcnts preferrcd to

attack the PKI on almost any 1ssue'§

except communism itself”. (6)

Not only physically but ideological-, .
ly, the whole movement had been

throwmbackwagds._ 1t is also impor-
tant to take note of world events and
the subsequent «levelopment of the

ciommunist' movement in_tcrnatio'n'al-'
ly, which in turn had a decisive effect °
" both -

within Indonesia itself. :
Revolutionaries  throughout the
world expected the Russian revolu-
tion to be but the first in a series of
revolutmns that would bring the
Workmg class to power in'at Jeast sev-
eral key .countries . in Europe that
were unquestionably ripe for revolt.
However,. fundamentall}r because the
leaders  of. European  Social
Democracy sided “with ‘their own’
capitalist classes, -and because the

young revolutionary parties there had
not developed the strength to over-

come that fact, the revolutions failed,

Consequently, -even though the -

working class had won power in the
Soviet Union, because it was an isolat-
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not limited to'

wcakencd by three years of World:
wat, ravaged by civil war, and almost_
brought to its knees by mvasion from
all the major 1mper:a!:st powers on
top of ali that, an inevitable reactlon_
set m And lhlS reactlon mamfcsted in _
the rise to power of a bureaucracy
11c31tant at first, but paradoxnca[ly
growmg in conﬁdence (and ruthiess—
ness) W1t11 each rcvolution that was
defeated intc::matlonall}r And pcrsom—
fied in this process was the consuin-
mate ruthless bureaucrat - Joscph_
Stalin, .

In the Iast years ‘of his life Lenin
formed abloc with Leon Trotsky, the

“other great leader of the revolution,

to try and put a check on what was

“ happening, but he was extremely ill
cand died in- 1924, Trotsky now

became the individual who personi-
fied the struggle against reaction,
‘bourgeois and  Stalinist.
Historians portray the ensuing strug-
gle between Stalin and Trotsky as
some kind of crude, individual strug-

gle for power. This was not the crux

of what was at stake at all - rather it
was a struggle over either the mainte-
nance or abandonment of Bolshevism
itself.

But to return to Indonesia, by the
time of the 1926/27 uprising, this
process was already decisively under
way. The Communist International
(Comintern), formed under the Iead-
ership of Lenin and Trotsky as a focal

point for the strategy and tactics of

revolutionaries internationally, had

‘suffered a consequent degeneration.
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While undoubtedly the turn of world :
developments had enormously affect- .

ed the prospects for Indonesian revo-
lution,

Stalinists atthis time were mainly pre-
accupied with the situation in China.

‘There, ‘the, Comintern had ordered .
the Chinese Communist Party to work .

within the Kuomintang (KMT), a
bourgeois nationalist organisation

with the strategy. supposedly being

based on the Indonesian experience.
But here lies a crucial difference. The
Indoncsim commumsts had not

buried their own programmc, but'

mstcad loudly proclalmcd it.

In contrast, “The Commtcrn lcader !

Shlp mstructcd the Chmese comrnu-

nists to sacnflcc fheir own pro-i

grammc m favour of the bourgcozs
programmc of the KMT...

hand over 2 list of their mcmbers to

thc KMT Ieaderslnp” o As a result, ;
in'a ch1lllng preview of Indonesm;

1965, the Chinese Communist Party

sufféréd a catastrophic defeat and’

thousands of workers were slaugh-

7 the Stalinisation of the
Comintern does, not seem to have .
played a determining role - the..

to dlSSOlVE:
their indcpendent press - and even’

the rise and fall of the PKI

tered.

outside Moscow for- Asian work for
fear that Asian revolutionaries would

be attracted to the Left Opposition -

the group Trotsky led. Furthermore,

. what is unquestionable is that subse-
quent swings ‘in ‘policy- by “the .
Comintern were to play a decisive
role.in Indonesian affairs. '

“The end of this first phase of PKI
history brought a shift in the scene of
Indonesian Commumst'
Indoncsm itself was now only a mmor

part of the stage. Until 1935 there Wasg

no’ sxgmflcant 3ct1v1ty there

Musso, an exiled PKI leader livmg'm‘z
Moscow, returned to Indonesm to sct=

up the lilcgal PKI’ Afar morc nnpor—
tant ccntre of Communlst actlwty,

however, was the Nethcrhnds Where'
many of the future leaders of thcf
}ndoneszan Republic were lmng at’

that time as studcnts" (8)

For some years a nationalist orgam-_'
sation called Pcrmmpunan lncloncsm’
had becn m cnstence m Holiand and
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Given Moscow’s lack of attention, it -

“ should ‘however be¢ noted that,
according to Semaun, the Comintern -
'did not want to establish any centres

act1v1ty
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‘D‘nguhk uju[l'n‘ j.n, ST

it wids " to :this organisation-that the
expatriate students ‘were: affiliated.
During ‘the same period a myriad of-
nationalist organisations sprang up
within Indonesia’ itself including the
PNI, the Partindo and the Gerindo. It
was particularly in Gerindo that PKI
members worked. During this period
work within the trade unions was also :
maintained.: R

‘The depression had'a ravaging cffcct
on the indonesian economy. Peasants
were forcédto pawn ‘their:land ‘as
taxes were increased to pay for:the
erisis - between 1926-and 1932 taxes:
increased 44%. ‘As right-wing’ author:
JM Van Der Kroef puts it, “Those pro--
letarianisation processcs,'in the:long’
run could only strengthen the appeal’
of the Communist Party, and while in
the '1930s there were ho spectacular
outbursts that- could be attributed to
(the PKI) ... there'was undoubtediy-a
broadening of political consciousness
in Indonesian society that was ready’
for “exploitation at-a later ‘date. In-
1933 sailors on the Dutch naval vessel
Zeven Provincien mutinied briefly,:
seized command of the  ship and
attempted to'sail it to a Russian port,
until-a botb attack by -a Dutch naval
plane putan‘end to these plins. The -
mutiny; though apparently instigated -
by -a::Socialist:trade union ‘and-by-
nationalists, 'was not without ¢ffect:
on: developing ‘[ndonesian political *
opinion; despite its ighominious end.
The  present -writer,* who i was :in-
Indonesia at the time, heard in many’
Dutch ‘circles that the Communists
were really ™ respons;ble for ‘the
mutiny...* (9) - s

Exports coihpsecl ‘The:-amount”
earned by export sales in 1925 was
only 25% of that in 1925. Poverty and
hardship ‘rose,  unemployment ‘rose, -
the economy contracted and wages
were cut. Wages paid out (in million
guilders) were: 1929 1{)2 1931 84
1934-10.

Meanwhile  ‘the - Comintern: had g

" veered wildly ‘to the left-and’ then:

back:right dgain: Inperhaps ‘the:
Comintern’s most glaringly demented -
phase, having destroyed theirevolu-:
tionary possibilities in China‘through



leaning on .capitalist’ elements, the
Stalinists- veered  diagonally in the
opposite direction. According . to
them it was now the *Third Period” -
the . period. of the final collapse ‘of
world ' capitalism (Wthh was. qulte
possible). ‘

-But-what made .it imposszble were
their policies. The Socialist Parties,
Labour Parties, Social . .Democratic
Parties internationally, many of them
huge working : class organisations,
were declared. to: be social fascist’
parties. : :

The Commtem declared that these
parties now constituted the main dan-
ger confronting the working class and
therefore they had to be destroyed.
This: policy had its most tragic conse-
quences .in Germany,: where,  rather
than uniting -with ithe :rank and: file
Social Democrats against the fascists,
the. Communists consistently: fought
against the Social Democrats as the
“main . enemy”. Hitler was able to
come to .power “without breaking a
patie of - glass”, . As a resuit, -the
strongest. Communist . Party outside
the Soviet Union was destroyed, .

As the mistake became clear, a pan-
icky Stalin:. did. another u-turn.
Ignoring the fact:that the Western
capitalists had supported Hitler in his
rise: to. power .as.a . ‘bulwark -against
Communism’, :; - the..... Comintern
declared that.the:Communist Parties
throughout - the- world : must .form.-a
‘Popular . Front': against . the. fascists
with ‘their own’ respective capitalists
- of course.on thc terms of the capxtai-
ists.

As Brmsh Trotskylsts explalned
“The full: danger which Hitler repre-
sented to the Soviet Union was appar-
ent to .everyone. - Stalin .and. the
bureaucracy -became . panic-stricken.
Contemptuous: and cynical of the
capacity .of: the . Comintern . .as .an
instrument of world revolution, Stalin
more. openly: converted. it .into. an
instrument of Russian foreign policy,
An organisation in: class . society,
which ceases to represent the work-
ing class, inevitably: falls under. the
pressure and influence. of the bour-
geoisie. Stalin, in his search for-allies,

now: turned -to the bourgeoisie of

Britain. and :France. :The . ‘Popular
Front’ policy was initiated...This poli-

cy of coalition with the liberal capital-

‘ists.is one-against which Lenin.had

struggled all his life”. (10) -

+ What the .{Popular Front’ pohcy :

meant in Indonesia -was. not only ‘co-

- operation’ with Indonesian bourgeois
-nationalists, but.the Dutch as welll

According to ‘the line’, ‘every . other
consideration, including even -inde-

pendence, had to be subordinated.to

the:struggle against fascism.
In:Holland; as far as the N ethcrlands

Communist party-was concerned, not

only was socialism off the agenda, but

-also independence for the colonies of

Dutch imperialism - ie Indonesia. . At
the same time, the . expatriate
Indonesian students’. organisation,
Perhimpunan, which was now. con-
trolied by the Communists, dropped

the word “Merdeka” from the name of
-its journal, Indonesia Merdeka. ... ...

Thus: when the, Japanese invaded
Indonesia in 1942 the PKI were

~placed in the position :of having. to

argue; that -the Indonesian .masses
should combine with :the Dutch. to
fight them. But the Indonesian masses
wanted no part of such a deal. Indeed
far-from seeing. the Japanese -as.the

‘were liberators..™
. arrived, These iflusions were soon dis-

main encmy, futurc PKI leader A1d1t
' recalled, “The Indonesian people har-
. boured illusions.ithat “the, Japanese

" when- they first

petled.
It'is worth notmg as well, that thc

‘ Dutch c_:olom_ah_st_g_harbourcd no su(_:h
! ‘allied’ iliusions as the PKI had. When
. some: Indonesmns did request arms

from' the Dutch: ‘to “help fight the

_}apanese they were told this was

xmposmbie”
JAn interesting contrast w1th the offi-

ciat PKI line is prowded here by the

posmon of Indonesian communists
still prisoners from the 1926/27 rebel-
lion, who were taken by the fleeing
Dutch: administration - with. them  to
Australia; to prevent them being used
for propaganda :purposes by the

sJapanese. Having effectively been iso-
tlated from the Stalinist degeneration

of the Communist - movement. (as .a

«result.of being in prison for the previ-
«ous decade and a half), they were not

at all happy with the idea of a bloc
with Dutch colonialism.

-:The comments of Rupert Lockwood
~at that ‘time. a .leading Australian
‘Stalinist,: are very revealing: “Though
advised by the CPA (Communist Party

of  Australia), the PKIL.at first made

‘ _\/m‘emaﬂona//sm at work - /ndones/ans andAusrra//ans march toget/)er
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) Women durlng tbe /ndepeno’ence strugg/e

‘sectarian erross that made CPA.: hairs
~stand on end. The PKI brought many
problems with it from behind the
barbed wire of D Compound. Not a
few of its members stiil spoke in the
warmed-up. clichés 1 of 11926, -and
resisted ‘co-operation -with - the NEI
(Duitch) Government-In-Exile”. (11)-

The fundamental ideas of the com-
munist movement were now regard
ed as “warmed-up clichés”; ‘

But the CPA persisted and WOl out.
Their “advice' manifested itself in the
old PKI-leader Sardjono, “Setting an
example”, (as Lockwood so inimitably
‘put it) “by donning a Ditch uniform,
-as Netherlands Indies Government-In-
Exile Public Relations Officer”,
Sardjono had spent the previous 16 -
yearsin a Dutch concentration camp!

Other Indoncsmn workers were not -

atiall o -convinced, ' Referring. to
._Indonesmn ‘seamen stationed- in
:_Australla durmg the 'war, Lockwood
lamented, “Thc Indonesians held that
the ‘war was 4. purposeiess clash’ of

iicmpires aftcr :which they ‘would be.

casked’to accept the famﬁxar Currcncy'
“of: ‘authoritarian direction”.. :
" The Japanese occupation m1rked a

'tummg point. The capztulatmn of the :'-
Dutch Colonial: Administration only

' elght days after .thc Japanese invaded

had an enormous psychologwai effect_
on the Indonesian masses. - they had "
seen them’ defcated and dcfeatcd eas— g3

iy,
At ‘the ‘same time,

They instituted a brutal stave labour

1llusxons m""
Japanese imperialisin disappeared.

the rise and fall of the PKI

(romusha) system under which ‘at
least: 200,000 people- died.’ Some
sources say ‘up to two :million
Indoneésians died during the occupa-

' tion. And therefore, despite their pol-
icy towards:the Dutch, the PKI did
earn respect for- thcir hostility to
Japanesc-occupation: -

However-with the defeat of Japan
‘the whole situation was: radically
altered and the ‘PXI missed an enor-
mous- epportunity. Stalin and - the

: Western powers were dividing up the
continent of Europe between them -
nothing was to upset that, therefore
the PKI had to continueto ‘compro-
‘mise’ with the Dutch. While Stalin'and
the West were leaning on one-anoth-
-er, the colonial world was sunrncrmg
with revolution. ;

- Commenting on: Communist cxﬁcs
returning - from i the -~ Netherlands,
George Kahin wrote, “It does seem
‘clear that'when they first arrived in
Indonesiz in late 1945 and early 1946,
i they “‘were -adhering closely * to
‘Moscow's line... Their initial orienta-
tion was, paralleling “that of -the
Netherlands :Communist ' Party, anti-
Republic. ‘Theéy ‘conceived -of ‘the
Republic as Japanese-made and fascis-
i tic and -their objective was to reunite
the Netherfands and Indonesia. Thus
the Netherlands government was
“happy to fly them out free of charge
to Indonesia®.(12) Indeed, during the
_Independence: struggle, the PKI, by
following  Moscow’s directives, at
times found themselves ob;ectweiy to
- the right of not only the PNI; but even
the right- ng Mosiem patty, thc
M'ls;uml

‘But rapidly the eXIlf:S reahsed theu'
- position was_ ridiculous. As Kahin
L puts it “They saw the chubhc from
the: ins1dc "They:soon concluded ‘that

it was neither aJapanesc product nor

a fascist dictatorship. It 'was: clear to
thcm that the Republic had the. cnthu-

'smsuc support of the populatlon g

'mid 1944 onwards the exiles

Indonesxan S Indcpendencc
‘Committees,’ and at their réguest, ina
magnificent display ‘of working class
internationalism, the Australian trade

! indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

‘on:Monday

< “During

unions put a ban on:Dutch shipping.
This proved:a definite thorn in-the

- side of Dutch attempts-to recolonise

1ndonesia. It: should be pointed -out
that this was in large part due to the
influence of the Communist Party of
Australia and was effectively against
the Moscow line - the pro-Dutch posi-

‘tion was c:learl)r untcnablc for @ sus-
" tained period.

In late 1945 the Australian M;litant
a Marxist paper of the time, reported
on - ‘news - just- received from
Amsterdam: “Widespread indignation

-with the imperialist policy of the gov-

ernment of Holland in suppressing
the -struggle of the Indonesians: for

“their indepéndence, has led in-the

past week to organised protest move-

-ments of soldiers culminating in'mass

demonsirations last Saturday, and a
general strike in this city which began
-and - was concluded
Tuesday night. P
the 'second  week 'in
September, the  soldiers ‘at-the
Hardérwijk camp near - Amsterdam
were ‘informed that they were ‘to
embark for Indonesini. The soldiers
protesting: against the government
order... bluntly refused to go. They

‘formed a committee representing at

first 150! men; and ' went ‘to ‘the

: Communist “headquarters to ‘obtain

ald..since many ‘'of them were mem-
bers of the CP. The icaders of the lat-

-ter refused alf help: The soldiers’ com-
‘mitteé thereupon turned to the other
-workers’ organisations”. :

‘For -its : part, Radio Moscow, the
voice of the Soviet bureaucracy,

‘ignored the proclamation of indepen-
- dencein 1945. The Soviet Union did-

n't-adopt a favourable attitude to the

Republic until January: 1946,
- British paratroops, sent'to Indonesia

to help restore Dutch:rule, staged 2
sitdown strike and British merchant

rseamen-in Sydney mutinied. Boycotts
swere - eventually :imposed von  the

Duitch by workers in Burma, Canada,
Sri -Lanka, 'China, Egypt,  Holland;
India, Japan, New Zealand, Pakistan;
Singapore,; " theé * Soviet -~ Unien,
Thailand, and the United States, * i |

Tt 'was the ‘youth of Indonesia who



were the driving force behind the

independence struggle, and it was

their irrepressible zeal that led to the
declaration of independence on
August 17th, 1945. (They at one stage
actually kidnapped the natjonalist
leader Sukarno, who was a lot more
cautious, in order to force his hand)
Sukarno became President of "the
Republic’ of Indonesxa, and another
bourgeois nationahst Hatta, beeame
Vice President.

The Dutch however, were not at all

pleased with'the idea of losing their

colony, l‘oflow:ng the British army

who arrived in Java in late September, -

they attempted to mlhtamly re-assert
control. In December 1945 the
Militant reported: “Lacking hewy
irms,’ lacking’ mihtary training, lack-

ng everythmg £xXcept a burning con-"
riction’ of the justice of their cause,

he Indonesmns are fighting back

>ravely against. the Bnttsh mvaders at

;urab'lya )

‘T’ bravery, devotton ‘and admmls~
rative ‘skill, they have astonistied the
vorld, mcludlng those imperialist
mndits, who now find themselves

ompelied to resort to military force’

vhen they had hoped.., that tr1ekery
nd prevarication would do the job,

“The British Command, after a series
t conferences designed to gain time
or the assembling of their own and
nitch military forces, have brutaily
ombed ‘and shelled the virtually
efenceless city of Surabaya, in the
1e;mt1me holdtng open Batavia and

thery ports in readiness for the arrival

f the Dutch armies now reported to
ave reached India. '

“The capitalist press speaks gloating--
© of Indonesians mown down in

matical” attacks on British tanks,

1d of many women and children

lled When troops fired on a “mob”.”
‘No prlsoners they say, are being
ken because the natives have
nored the British ultimatum to dis-
'm. In the mredantime they contmue
»spread the usual childish nonsense

»out thousands of Japanese soldters _

’htmg for the Indonesians”.

fn fact'the British, who had Suppos-

lly gone to Indonesia to disarm the

the rise and fall of the PKI

Japanese, had actually rearmed them,

and the two enemics of }festerday'
were now fighting alongside each'
othér against the Indonesians. The -

British withdrew ‘but the struggle

with the Dutch continued, occasional-
ly militarily, but mainly politicaily,
untif December 1949 when indepen-
" achieved.

dence  was
Throughout -

finally " ac |
“this  ‘period ' the

Indonesian ‘government controlled’
certain areas of the country and the

Dutch controlled other aréas.

Having abandoned ‘their alliance
with the Dutch, thé PKI siill however
remained ° completely

itself. As Ruth McVey puts it: “The
PKT's leaders, following a’policy of
extreme self-effacement..

that of the govérnment even in the lat-
ter’s least popular " policies™’ (13)
Demands on behalf of the workers
and peasants Wwere set amde in the
“national interest”.’

In the mid 1950s, Aidit, reflecting on °

the failure of the PKI to capture the
leadership of the independence strug-

gle, wrote: “During the revolution, the -

Party abandoned political, ideological
and organisational freedom and did

not attach sufficient importance to its

activities in labour ‘and peasant ‘cir-

cles. These were the reasons why the -
revolution failed...The party failed to'

realise in the August revolution that
there was no need for illegality. The
Party failed to realise that theé Dutch

colonial era ended and that a new era -
opened. This was the first” mistake:

the failure to declare the Part} Ieg1[
and lead the revolution”, '

As a result, the leadershlp of the
independence movement became a

struggle between various’ bourgems i

nationalist’ figureheads - “Sukarno,

Hatta, Sjahrir and others, as well as -
Tan Malaka, who had split with the '

Comintern and taken up a “left-wing
nationalist” position, Tt "should be
emphasised that, ‘despite the mis-
takes, ‘the PKI were neévertheless
potentially a powerful force w1th
sympathetic military units. '
Recognising the possible threat,

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

submerged
within the independence movement

identified "’
their programme completely with

Hatta now leader of the Republlcan -
government, initiated . a “reorganisa« '
tion and rationalisation™ process with-
in the army - meaning the disband-
ment of PKI units. Conflicts between .
pro and anti-PKI military units
occurred with more and more fre-
quency culminating in the brutal
“Madiun Affair” in 1948. Pro-PKI sol- .
diers seized: control of the city of
Madiun in ‘central East Java in :
September 1948, 1t does not appear .
that the PK1 was. involved in the plan- :
mng of the' operation except at alocal
begun it q!.uckl}r became an attempt
to take power, and PKI leader Musso
declared himself head of an alterna-
tive government. Tragically, just as in
1926/27 it was quite swiftly crushed -
though this tlme in'a more bloody
fashion, '
However, the party itself did not
have to go through another twenty-'
year period ‘underground, Indeed,

* within a year, George Kahin was writ-

ing in the Far Eastern Survey about
the potential of growth for the PKI:
“That potential is ‘strong, particularly
among young intellectuals, in direct
proportion to the frustration of hopes
for real national independence..A
number of young intellectuals having

Tan Malaka

19




DN, At

a ilighiiead'eréllip potenti;frl :'fomierly ;

opposed to, Communism, are being
attracted towqrds it and are almost

certain to join..if the present anii- .

Communist leaders of the Republic
areg. forced to make more concessions
to . the Dutch”
fluid ‘the sitnation was.

Within, three vears the'Part} was
leading . major, strike  movements..

Jeanne S. Mintz  quite graphically
dese_rl_be_s_ the mood .of the times:
“Within a few weeks after the transfer
of sovereignty, .there was a general
miasma of drsxllusmnment as the rev-
olutionary elan faded and no single

inspiring force came o take its place.
From the masses . ‘of 'the Indonesian ~
10 had played an active role -
in_'_:achievmg therr mdependence{;

people

Covery ‘that inde endence -is not
eﬂough“ (14

1t was also in: 19_ KE that a group of

young men led by ] D.N. Aidit, none of .

whom W'is_aged ove_r 30, came into
the leadership of the PKL It is really

from this point that the third incarna- .

tion of the pacty begms

This. illustrates how

the rise and fall of the PKI

The Aidit Years

From the outset, the appearance of
the new leadership was one of spec-

tacular success. From fewer than
7,000, members in early -1952, the

party numbered morc than 150,000 .

by 1954. In addition, iis trade union

federation, SOBSI, had become the .
. mterests on the Outer Islands (and

largest in the country.

Rather than concentrating on. mqk-

ing “fronts” with nationalist leaders,
who wanted no part of such deals fol-

lowing \iadlun the PXI was “forced

to concentrate on a umted front. from

. below, a tactic which proved singu-,

larly effective in 1950-1951 and was

one of the chief factors in the party’s |
swift postrebellion recovery and its
development of a number of power-.

ful Communist mass _organisations”.

(15

This had occurred as a reﬂectlon of :
declining economic eondmons up to .
25 per, cent unemployment, the con-

tinued existence of feudal relations
on the land, and the absence of any
visible benefit from independence. It
is interesting to note that 70 per cent
of the estates on Java and Sumqtra
were back in fore;gn_ha_ﬂds by 1953.
The party's growth continued apace.
In the general elections of 1955 the

PKI polled 16 per cent of the vote,

and in local elections two years later

they had become the most popular.=

pacty in Centrat Java. By 1958 the PKI

membership had reached 1.5 million. .
At government level, a series of

. weak and. unstable coalitions came.

e- . and went from power - in fess. than

: seven years, six cabinets succeeded .
one another. Meanwhile there were

- increasing signs of agitation from the

senior level.of the military, who had

. emerged as a powerful force from the |
Indones _n peopie soon made the drs- :

mdependencc struggie It wwas against

this background, and, to divert the
attention of the masses from their .
economic problems, that afl the par-.

ties in Indonesia became involved in a

. fervently nationalist campaign  to

have Dutch occupied West New
Guinea incorporated into Indonesm

G In the course of this campaign, in 2
* series of largely spontaneous actions

led by both PNI and PKI rank and file
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“this was precisely the same ‘bloc of

“be the concrete reality of socicty as 1

-becoine 2 modern capltalist country

members, the workers of Indonesia
occupicd and- took control of all
Dutch enterprises in the country in
turn, the Armed. Forces seized the
companies. Their power was now not
only military, but economic as weil.
The foIlowmg year a faction of the
Armed . Forces representing feudal

packed by the United States) attempt-..
ed to overthrow the government
Lacking mass support the revolt was ,
crushed, As a result some political
parties were banned and those that.
weren't h’ld their 1ct1vmes severely
curtailed, Martial 1aw was introduced,
Independence had certame not
brought with it smble _capitalist
democracy.

But worse was to _come. Up untrI
1959 there had at least been elections,.
but - in that year Sukarno; tthe
President, under pressure from':the.
army, dissolved parliament, and in its.
place proclarmed the formation of an
appointed, hand-picked. ‘Consultatwe
Congress’. Thus was mtroduced the
‘Guided Democraey’ pCI‘iOd during
which not a single election was held.:

. The PKI approved of Sukarnos

actions.

1t’s, worthwhﬂe pausmg here to con-
sider the theories upon which._the
PKI's practlcql decisions were based
According to Aidit, the primary taski
was to form “a united front of all-anti-
unpemahst and anti-feudal forces in
the countsy. That is to say ‘the ‘work-
ing class, the peasantry, the petit-l
bourgemsie and the national bour|
geoisic, The task of this alhance is to
bring about not soesal;st but. df:mocI
ratic reforms”.

It should be noted fxrst of all that

four classes’ formula from which the
Chinese Communist Part) had operat
ed in the 1920s and wh1ch led to, their
terrible defeat, But Why was it such g
dangerous theory? .

The starting pomt for any serlom
theory about changing society has tg

stands. Clearly" Indonesia had no

as M’irxxsts put it, it had not complet




werc the driving force behind the

independence struggle, and it was™

their irrcpressible zeal that led to the
declaration of mdependencc on
August 17th, 1945. (They at one stage
actually kidnapped the nationalist
leader Sukarno, who was a lot more
cautious in order to force his hand)

Sukarnc’ becamc Prcsxdent of the

Republic of Indonesia, and another
hourgeois natzonahst Hatta, became
Vice President,

The Dutch however, were not at all
pleased with the idea of losing their
colony, Following the British army

who arrived in Java in late Septemiber,

they attempted to md;tarily re-assert
control.” In "December “1945 the
Militant reported: “Lacking heavy
irms, lackmg mllitary training, lack-

ng everything except a burning con- ::
rAction of the Justicc of their cause,

he Indonesmns are fighting ‘back

)raveiy against the Brmsh invaders at

nurabaya

“Tn’ bravery, dcvotion and adminis-
rative skill, they have astonished the
vorld, _1ncludmg those imperialist
randits, who now find themselves

ompelled to resort to military force

vhen they had hoped... that trickery
ad prevarication would do the job.

“The British Command, after a serics
f conferences desxgned to gain time
sr the assembhng of their own and
yutch military forces, have brutally

ombed and sheiffed the virtually

cfenceless city of Surabaya, in the
ieantime holding open Batavia and
ther ports in readiness for the arrival
f the Dutch armies now reportcd to
ave reached India,

“The capitalist press speaks gloating--

- of Indonesians mown down in

anatical” attacks on British tanks,

1d of ‘many women and chlldrcn_
lled 'when troops’ fired on a “mob”.
‘No prisoners, they say, are being

ken because the natives have .

nored the British ultimatum to dis-
nt. In the mgantime they co_ntmue
» spread the usual childish nonsense

out thousands of Japanese solchers ‘

shting for the Indonesians”,

n fact the British, who had suppos-

lly gone to Indonesia to disarm the

the rise and fall of the PKI®

Japanese, had actuaﬂy rearmed thern
and the two ‘enemies of yesterchy

were now fighting alonigside each’
other against the Indonesians. The -

British withdrew ‘but thé struggle
with the Dutch continued, occisional-

ly militarily, but mainly politicaily,
until December 1949 when indepen-
‘achieved.

dence  was
Throughout

finally
“this T period T the

Indonesian ‘government controlled -
certain areas of the country and the

Dutch controlled other areas. *

Having abandoned their alliance
with the Dutch, the PKI still however
‘submerged

remained completely
within the independence movement

itself. As Ruth McVey puts it “The "
PKT's leaders, following a policy of -

extreme self-effacement... ‘identified

their programme completely with '

that of the government even in the [at-
ter’s’ least popular policies”, (13)
Demands on behalf of the workers

 and peasants were sct as1de m the '

*national interest”,

inthe m1d_19505, Aidir, reflecting on
the failure of the PKI to capture the

leadership of the independence strug-
gle, wrote: “During the revolution, the
Party abandoned political, ideological

and organisational freedom and did -
not attach sufficient importance to its
activities in labour and peasant cir:
cles. These were the réasons why the *
revolution failed..The party failed to
realise in the August revolution that'

there was no need for illegality. The
Party failed to realise that the Dutch
colonial era ended and that a néw era

opened. This was the first ‘mistake;

the faifure to declare the Party legal
and lead the revolution”.

As ‘a result, the !eadershxp of the -

independence movement became i
struggle between various bourgeoxs
natlonahst figureheads - "Sukarnio,
Hatta, Sjahrir and others, as well as

Tan Malaka, who had ‘split with 'the’ j
Comintern and taken up a “left-wing
nationalist” position; It should be’

emphasised that, despite ‘the mis-
takes, the PKI were nevertheless

“potentially a powerful force Wlth

sympathetic military units,

Recognising the possible threat,
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Hatta, now leader of the Republican -
government, initiated a‘*reorganisa-
tion and rationalisation” process with- -
in the army - meaning the disband-
ment of PKI units. Conflicts between .
pro and anti-PKI military units
occurred with more and more fre-
quency culminating in the brutal
“Madiun Affair” in 1948. Pro-PKI sol- .
diers seized: control of the city of
Madiun'in" central East Java in -
September 1948, It dges.not appear
that the PKI-was mvolved in the plan- .
ning of the. operation except ata local
level. However once the rebellion had -
begun it quickly became an attempt
to take power, and PKI leader Musso
declared himself head of an alterna-
tive government. Tragically, just as in
1926/27, 1t was quite swiftly crushed -
though this tlme in a_more bloody
fashion. ‘
However, the party itself did hot
have to go through another twenty-
year period ‘underground. Indeed,

* within a year, George Kahin was writ-

ing in the Far Eastern Survey about
the potential of growth for the PKI:-
“That potential is 'strong, particularly
among young intellectuals, in direct
proportion to the frustration of hopes
for real national independence..A
number of young intellectuals having

Tan Malaka

19




DN, Aldit.

a :liig.h‘ 1edderchip p.oten't.i;:.ii,' formerly,

opposed to. Communism, are being
attracted towards it and are almost

certain to join..if the present anti-

Communist leaders of the Republic

are forced to make more concessions
_This illustrates how,

to. the Dutch’.
fluid, the situation was.

Within , three years the Party was._
.. Is interesting to note that 70 per cent .

leading . major strike movements.
Jeanne S, Mintz quite gr'tphlcally
de_sc_rxbes_ the ‘mood of the times:
“Within a few wecks after the transfer

of sovereigaty, -there was a general .

miasma of disillusionment, as the rev-
olutionary elan faded and no single

inspizring force came to:take its place.
From:the masses of the 1ndone51an-_
people Who had phyed an actzve role

ble dlffereﬂc
hardship :

of. their daily lives. :As: some

Indonesm _ peopie soon'made the dis-
covery: ‘that i
enough” (1)

It was also in 19

;that a group of

voung men led by D.N. Aidit, none of |
whom was aged ‘over 30, came into

the leadership of the PKL It is really

from this point that the third incarna- .

tlon of the party.begins.

20

eaders had ant1c1pated “the.

ndependencc is not.
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The Aidit Years

From the outset, the appearance of
the new leadership was one of spec- .
tacular success, From fewer than
the.

7000 members in early . 1952,
party numbered more than 150, 000

by 1954. In addition, its trade union -
federation, SOBSI, had become the

largest in the country.

Rather than concentrating on, mak-
ing “fronts” with nationalist leaders .

who wanted no part of such deals fol-

lowing Madiun, the PKI was “forced

to concentrate Oll a united f[‘OIlt from

. below, a tactic which prove_d singu-

larly effective in 1950-1951 and was.

one of the chief factors in the party’s
swift post -rebellion recovery and its.,

development of a number of power-

ful Commumst mass,. organisations”.

(s

This had occm'red as a reﬂecuon of_ .

declining economic conditions - up to
25 per cent ynemployment, the con-
tinued existence of feudal rclations
on the land, and the absence of any
visible benefit from independence. It

of the estates on java and . Sumatra
were back in forcign hands by 1953,
The party's growth. continued apace.

In the. general clections of 1955 the.

PKI polled 16 per cent of the vote,
and in local elections two years later

they had become the most popular.

party in Central Java, By 1958 the PKI
membership had reached 1,5 million.

At .government level, a_ series of,
~ weak and. unstable coalitions came
_ " and went from power - in less than
pendence brmg m 1ts 'wake some— :
thing posmve and tanglble, some visi- -
from the poverty and .

seven years, six cabinets succeeded

one another. Meanwhile there. were,
increasing signs of agitation from the

senjor level of the military, who had
emerged asa powerfui force from the

independence struggle. It was against .
: this background, and to divert the,,
: attention of the masses from theu:‘

economic problems, t_h_at all the par-
ties in Indonesia became involved in a
fervently nationalist  campsgign  to

have, Dutch occupied West New .
. be the concrete; reality of society as if

Guinea incorporated into Indonesiz.

. In the course of this campaign, in &,
series of largely spontaneous acions.

Ied by both PNI and PKI rank and file

. Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

members, the workers of Indonesia
occupied and took control of all
Dutch enterprises in ‘the country In
turn, the Armed. Forces seizedzthe
companies. Their power was now not.
only military, but econormc as weli _
The foliowmg year a faction of the
Armed . Forces representmg feudal
mterests on the Outer Islands’ (and
backed by the United States) attempt-
ed to overtilrow the government,
Lacking mass support the revolt;was
crushed. As a result some pollticai
parties were banned and those that
weren’t had theu‘ actwmcs severely
curtailed. Martial iaw was 1ntroduced
Independence . h’Id certamly not
brought  avith it stable capitallst
democracy. .
But . worse was 1o come Up until
1959 there had at least been elections,
but in that year Sukarno: the
Presu:lent under pressure from the:
army, dissolved parliament,. and in its
place prociaimed the formation of an
appointed,. hand-picked ‘Consultatlve
Congress'. Thus was introduced the
‘Guided Democracy period during'
which not a qingle election was held.

- The PKI approved of Sukarnos

actions,

It's Worthwhlle pausing here to con-
sider the theories upon. which the
PKI's pracucal decisions Were based
According to Aidit, the prlmary task
‘was to form “a united front of alt anti‘
II‘I'l[)C{‘l’lllSt and anti-feudal forces_in
the country. That is to say the work—
ing class, the peasantry, the petit—
bourgeoisie and the national bour:
geoisie. The task of this 3lli'mce is to
bring about not socmilst but democ
ratic reforms”.

"It should be noted fu'st of all that
this was precisely the same ‘bloc of
four classes' formula from which the
Chinese Communist Party had operat
ed in the 1920s and whxch 1ed to thelt
terrible defeat, But why Was it such 8
dangerous theory?

The starting point for any seriou‘
theory about changmg society has tc

stands. Clearly Indonesia had nol
become 4 modern capitalist country
as Marx:sts put it, it had not complet



ed the tasks of the bourgeois democ-

ratzc revolutton “Wwhich were;

A thoroughgomg Iand reform glv-"

ing land to the peasants which in turn

could create a'viable internal market,

The unification of the country and

the deveiopment of the nation along
modern lines, both economieally and,*
pohtleally through the instttutlon of N

paﬂiamentar} democracy

These tasks were eompieted in the '
advanced capitalist ‘world (Europe'
America etc) foughly by the end of
the, nineteenth century. However_‘
they had not been eompleted i the °
eolomal and ex-colonial - countries, -
Thus WIth the advanced capitalist”

countries” mereasingiy dominating

the entlre world in imperialist fash-~
ion, for the colonial and ex- colontal ’

nations a third task was acIded .
The overthrow of dlrect rule by

Impenahsm and even after that was,
achieved, the overthrow of the eco-
nomic stranglehoid exerelsed by'ﬁ

1mpcriahsm

Put” sunpiy, these measures were
what ‘was necessary to transform
Indonesia from a backward agricul-’
tural nanon into a moclel;n capxtalist’

econiomy. But the vxtal questlon was,

through these tasks?

In Burope these measures had been

carried “out against the meumbent

feudal mterests by ‘the rising ‘national
bourgeozsie in each of the different' _
couritries - using the ‘masses to do’
their fightmg for them. Was this to he

the case in Indones1a? What role Was

track brleﬂy .
In the very, early 19205 when the

Communist International had been a~
healthy organisatlon an extremely ‘

important discussion took place with-

in’its ranks coneeming pre(:lsely the
re!atlonshtp between the proletariat

and the natlonal bourgeo:sie of the
coiomal eountries '

stafed: ' “I should like espeqally to
emphas:se ‘the' questton of the bour-

geois demoerattc movement in’ back- ‘

tain, rapprochement between the

 extremely
Moreover, because it is so heteroge- _
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;

cases - theé: bourgeotsle of the
oppressed ‘countries, while it does
support the national movement, is in
full accord with the. imperiahst bour-

geoisie i.e. joins forces with it against'-_
all revolutionary: movements and rev-

oluttonary classes”,

But ‘if ; the bourgeois;e ‘themselves
are incapable of carrying through the
bourgeois . democratte -revolution,
then wh:ch sectloh of soc1ety is capa-
ble? . o

Of alI the great revolutlonary theo-
reticians, it was Trotsky, who not only
earlier, but also more exactiy,

analysed the nature of the revolution

in’ the colonial world and, ﬂowing
from it, the tasks of communist revo:
lutionanes This ‘set of ldeas subse-
quently became known .as the
“Theory of pefmanent revo!ution” '

gemsie and the feudal interests were
woven together ‘Thus there was 1o
way ‘that the national bourgeomle

" would side with the masses against
which forées in society Were to carry':

those feudai interests, nor the inter-
ests of imperialism Therefore the
workers and peasants would have to
carry out the tasks of the bourgeois

democratic revolutlon against the

national bourgeo;sxe!

In addition, “Throy ghout hxstory the
peasantry, tied to 1ts small plot of land
has had a very nmarrow horizon, an
‘parochial

neous it always Iooks to the urban
classes for leadership. In the modern
epoeh it is either the capitalists or the
working eIass Whieh provides the
lead”. (16) ‘ '

The revolution eould not be fead by

the capitalists bécause the revolutlon_‘
o was against them and thus it had to be
Arxsmg from this dlseussmn Lenin:

by the workmg class, But having initi-
ated the bourgems democratic révolu-
tion’ against the bourgeome the
workers ~ and peasants obviously
would not stop there and thus the
tasks of the bourgeois democratic and

Indonesla - An Unfinished Revolution | |

bourgeoi51e of the epro:tmg coun- .’
tries and that of the colonies, so that .
very often - perhaps even in most’

horizon,

the tasks of the soc:ahst revolutton__;
were telescoped together hence per- :
manent revolution. .
In turn, because of the imposszbﬂity B
of building socialism in one country,
particularly an economically back- :
ward one, the revolution would wit-
mately have to spread mternattonaﬂy
or face inevitable degeneration,
Because of the imperialist domina-.
tion of the world, there was no role

for the colonial bourgeoisie, This wis

particularly so with the Indonesian
bourgeoisie who were so. weak asa
class that the major question was .
whether they even actually existed or
not! What was incontestable was that
those seedlings of a capitalist class
that did exist were inextricably inter-
linked with feudal interests. '
As Aidit himself wrote in frustration
in 1964, “Indonesia’s national bour-
geoisie is still young and has _many

~ family ties with the Iandlords, One of
Central to the theory was the reahsa- _
" tion that in the colonial and semi-
colonial world the national bour-

its legs is capitalist while the other is

feudal”. Yet the PKI leadership put

their faith in their “alliance” with

them. In fact their analysis was based

on the Stalinist two-stage theory of

revolution and had little to do with
the concrete reality that ex1sted in_
Indonesia. _

According to Aidit, “The character of
the Indonesmn revolution at the pre-
sent stage is bourgeois democratic
and not proletarian so_mahst But the

- Aldit and Mao Tse Tung




bourgeors democmtrc revolutron in
Indonesia is no longer one of the old
type, or part of the outdated world
bourgems democratic revolution: it is
onc of a new type and a part of the |
world proletarian socialist revolutron :

frrml}r opposed to mlpermlrsm e

geois in nature because it does not
abolish private ownerslnp of the

means of, productlon This is mam-'_

festecl 111 the fact thart it drstrlbutes

land to the peasants and encourages

the growth of the national bour;
geoisie so that it may be free from

dependence upon mlperral:sm Tt is,

also democratic in nature, because it
is opposed to feudalrsm and fights for

democratic rights for the Inclonesran :

people as.a whole”, (173

bourgeors democratic; revolut .
what it bonied down’ to was tw di
tinct stages; f1rstly th

working class -and : peas

come to power, Yet:as Aidit himself

had pointed out, “The failure of the
August 1945 revolution ‘showed that
the Indonesian

ratic revolution in ‘the era of imperial-

ism”, Yet still, because all their theo-

retical education had been Stalinist,

because of the author:ty of Moscow !

and Peking, and because of their
growth in numbers, the PKI contin-
ued to hase their strategy on ‘alliance’

22

'ourgeorsue
would come to pOWer _and then, the ;

. economy...
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with thc natlonal bourgeoisre

As Rex VIortlmer put, it, “It has sel-
dom happened that a party as large as .
the PKI has held a class fraction, thel;
‘national bourge0151e in such hlgh )
esteem, placed so many hopes upon it”
- and accommodated 1tself to it, ‘while
“T'he Indonesian revolutron is bour— l

knowrng S0 lrttle about rt In essenee

~ the PKI leadershrp Were puttmg their
' faith in people who were not ‘allies’

_ but were in fact enemies of the mass-
. supposedly the bourgems democratic_ .
Let us take stock: Ten and more _
. years after independence and none of )

cs; thrs was Why it was so dangerous

the t’ISkS of the bourgeors democratrc
revolutnon had been accomphshed

~ Feudal propert) relatrons were still
_intact, p'lrhamentary democracy had‘i
been abolished and instead of, caprtal—
~ ist industry forging ahead the econo:

For all of Aidit’s playmg wrth Words '
about "new types” and “old. types” 'o_t:“ ..

my was in shambles.

The development of the economy
© that had taken, place was undertaken
© by the state, But as Richard Robison
explains, “The development of state

enterprrses cltd not represent a con-

certed move towards. socialisation or

mdeed even nationahsatron of the

capacity of nattonal cap1tal

meant mdrgenous) bourgeoisie”. And
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Sukamo ;

"The intervention of the
_ state, in the cconomy, 10 1956, was
‘bourgeoisic ‘was
unable to lead the bourgeors democ—.f-

further, “Desp1te the concerted-:
attempt by the state to build, an

_ indlgenous bourgeols1e, the growth :
* of this class was not impressive”, .

It was fundamentally the same eco-

~ nomic idea underlymg the ‘Guided |
" Democracy’ period but increasingly

the historical 1nept1tude of the tocal
capitalist class was becoming ohvi- '
ous. The Dutch ‘concerns’ (business

operators) that the masses had seized
could not be handed over to the local |
bourgemsre because they were sim-

. ply too weak, therefore they had to be
" nationalised. It was the concrete. real-

ity rather than the desires of those in :
power | that governed the situation. ;
Robison contmues' “It is agreed by
most commentators that by 1965.. the
domestic boufgeors1e had not
advanced since the 1950s".(18) &,
But furthermore what flowed from_:
the two stage theory was the idea that_ _
the. Working ‘class could not take
industrial action against the national .

~ bourgeoisie because they. were sup-

posed to be in alliance. But ‘this was
not an equal alliance. Because it was .

revolution, then the interests of the
bourgeoisic had to eome first. - .the
interests of the Workers had to come,

: second.

As Rex Mortimer descrlbes it “The_
abnegating role of the workers and |
their political responsibilities toward
other classes and the. natron as a
whole”. (19) This was_the most dan-.
gerous and ultimateiy the most, fatal_;
aspect of the whole situation, . _

Why then was the PKI growing S0
rapidly? Because as Indonesia slid .
towards catastrophe the ‘whole of |
society was polarrsmg and on one
side was the PKIL They Were relatively y
untouched by corruption scandals

 rifeat the time and, despite their poll-
state would provlde the, mfrastruc—:i
 ture for the development of a domes- .
tic caprtalist class, operate enterprlses _
! that were necessary but beyond the

and
directly fmance and proteet a nation-
al (and by natronal was. generally |

cies, they were at least. perceived to
be doing something; they were. ‘the
workers tradttional and only, pol1ti~
cal voice. As Ruth McVey observed in
the early. 1960s, “The PKI is now vit-
tually ; the only party worth eonsider-
ingasa major factor in Indonesia ‘The
Masjumi and PSI were ‘generally dis-




-credited as a result of the rebellion...
and were finally outtawed in 1960.
The ‘Nahdatul -Ulama ‘and ‘PNI have
degencrated #s organisations into lit-
tie - ‘more -than self-perperuating
patronage -machines. -Only Murba, a
national-Communist . Party..has
improved its position: butit remains a
splinter group at heart, a state of mind
rather than a political organisation”.:
On the other side was the military,
Their increasing: prominence was a
reflection of the weakness of not only
the ' Indonesian bourgeois/feudal
‘political parties but, more fundamen-
tally,” the :Indonésian: ‘bourgeoisie
itself. According to the ‘two stage’ the-
-ory, this should have been the period
where bourgeois démocracy: was :in
blossoni. Yet, so weak was the capital-
ist class, that its up-front representa-
tion had to be the military - the State
forces - nornmlly capitahsm s Iast lme
of defence! : ‘
“And then there was Sukarno --the
classical Bonapartist *. balancing deli-
cately in between.. By the‘early 1960s,
the class forces :in ‘Indonesia. were
assembling for the showdown. It was
now only a matter of time, . :
‘Gonditiohs . for: the -masses -were
begoming impossible.i“The late 1963
harvest in -Java ‘had been heavily
depieted by the worst drought and rat
plague in living memory..; Aidit him-
self in his report of December 1963

mentioned:that: *The people-are now

eating virtudlly- anything edible”. In
the::, following - :months, - various
sources drew attention to mlsery on:a
huge'seale, v - EE RN
“Reuters -news agency: reported on
February- 16th,: 1964, that-in Central
Java,where the crop failure-had been
particularly severe, one million peo-
ple were starving. In the district of
Wonosari between two and six peo-
ple starved to death daily ‘and the
deputy governor of :Central Java said
that-12,000 people were bemg treat-

*Tk z‘s isa Marxist ie: i to descr lbe the phenamenon of saciety
or tmotber Wken neiﬂzer of the majm class fo
can'ar ise a balanciug dact betweeu rhe two, In, St
leader'ship become par ty eIeuared above the contending
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ed for malnutrition and 15,000 fami-
lics ‘had - deserted their barren -rice
fields. Antara detailed that 18,000
people were starving in Bali and that
there were serious rice shortages in
South Sumatra. Harian Rakjat report-
ed on February 18th that people were
selling everythmg “mciudmg thelr
children®: (20) - s
Land reform Iaws llad ex1sted since
1960 yet in practice. nothing had
‘changed. The: peasants in frustration
began taking -over the. land. The
police, army and reactionaries’in the
rural areas responded with violence.
“The country was in ruin, corruption
and smuggling in the civilian.and mili-
tary bureaucracy were rife. Managerial
inefficiency and corruption by the mil-
-itary -had ruined the  nationalised
industries.. Production had declined
absolutely to below what it was on the
eve of 7 the Second - World - War.
Indonesid had ac:one time beenarice
‘surplus-arca. Now it was having :to
import 150,000 tons of rice every year.
The tin-and rubber export industries
had dwindled away ‘and osly. oil

‘of - speeches,

Manipol/USDEK.

t'tuations, an individual or

remained as an earner of dolfars, ¢ |
Thé nation was heavily.in debt to the
world’s banks and each year the bud-

- get deficit was doubling, The value of

the rupiah had sunk to a hundredth of
its legal value as the result of chronic
infiation; in the'six years to 1965 the
cost of living increased by 2,000 per
cent. At the same time it was reported
that up to an incredible 75% of the

- State Budget was being spent on the
‘acmed forces, -

- For his part, Sukarno Was more con-

“cerned with Indonesians. developing

“a sense of pride in their nationhood”

- ah affordable sentiment for:a man

living sin- a:- mansion surrounded by
cxpensive works of art. To facilitate
this *sense iof. pride”, millions were
spent - on! prestige buildings, - new
boulevards and grand statues in

Jakarta, :

‘At the same time an cndlcss strcam
~slogans:: and : new
acronyms - increasingly coated in left-
wing rhetoric - issued forth from
Sukarno. -+ One . such - was
*Manipol -being the

- PHI45th Anniversary Rally, Jakarta 1965

z'n [} isis “amilitaiy police dictato_ ship, qfoue degree
rces Is i1 a strong enough position to hold Dowerin {is own right, ‘there
a group (aften the mﬂitm y tops) in the
class for ces and play them off against each other, In and of

itself this is an h:kerent{r m.rstable situaﬁon 1t was a conmon feature of ex-colonial nations. In the final analysis how-
ever a definite Sorm ofproperty velations is represented - in this case, bourgeots,
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political: manifesto -and -USDEK an
acronym made up of the initial letters
of - the 1945 : Constitution + ie.
indonesian - socialism, ' . Guided
Bemocracy, ‘guided cconomy’ and
indonesian -identity”. (21) To- this
were added a host of others: "Ampera
(the -Message of the People’s. suffer-
-ing), Berdikari (standing on our-own
feet), Tavip ‘(the Year :of :Living
Dangerously), NEFOS -and - OLDEFOS
(New Emerging Forces -and Otid
Established Forces), Nasakom (union
of: .- Nationalism, 7 :Religion - and
Communism), the need to avoid text-
. bock thinking, to return to the rails of
revoiution, the idea of contintiing rev-
olution...”, and so on and so forth. -
-Enthusiastically the PKI tookup the
_ chorus of these slogans. In the early
4505 the PKI were calling Sukarno a
“Tapanese collaborator”, a “perverter
of Marxism” and a “semi-fascist’. By
the early '60s, he iwas addressing PKI
congresses. As Rex Mortimer puts i,
“By. 1963 the party’s worship was
becoming: almost idolatrous. Despite
the President’s niotorious disdain for,

and ignorance of economic affairs, it
: declarcd that the solution of. econom-;.'

24

‘the rise and fall of the PKI

the end the PKI were arguing that
Marxism and Sukarnoism were identt-

ceal.

. By August 1965 the PKi had become
the third largest Communist Party in
the -world : {only ‘the -Soviet and
Chinese parties were bigger), Three
and a half million:Indonesians were
members of the party, In addition, the
different organisations affillated to it-
trade unions, peasant, youth, wom-
en’s and cultural movements - claimed
the support-of probably 20 rrullion
people. : TR

The - mtemational- bourgcoisw
looked :on:-at the ssituation ' in
Indonesia with increasing horror: it
svas commonly felt that the PKI werc
soon to take power. No matter what
their : policies may have  been on

‘paper, the concrete realities of the sit-

uation would force ‘them to nation-
alise the economy as had happened-in
Cuba and China (as. we have: seen
many -sectors had been . nationalised
already). The loss of ‘Indonesia,: the

-fifth ‘most populated country in the

world, would be an enormous blow
to international capitalism, yet they

_-:j'were powerless to intervene, -

’I‘he dcspcratmn of thelr thmktng is
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ing,
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the Communists to lose Sukarno asa
protector,. it scems doubtful 'that
other national leaders, capable of ral-
lying ' Indonesia’s dispersed = and
demoralised anti-Communist- forces,
would ‘emerge in-the near future.
Furthermore, these forces would

. probably - lack the ruthiessness: that

made it possible for-the Nazis to sup-
press - the - Communist Party :of
Germany a few weeks after the elec-
tions of March :5th, 1933... The ene-
mies of the PKI, including the rem-

' nants of various right-wing rebellions,

the suppressed political parties, and
certain elements in the armed forces,
are weaker than the Nazis, not only in
aumbers and in mass support, but
also in unity, discipline and leader-
ship”.(23) (This was the thinking of
international capitalism: “Where are
the Nazis when you need them?”) -
.On the night of September 30th,
1965 things came to & head. Six'gen-
erals of the high command were kid-
napped and killed. by a small force of
middle-ranking military officers and a
number of locations in Jakarta were

‘seized.. Army units: under General

Suharto rapidly crushed the ‘coup
attempt’ in the capital, aithough fight-

‘ing continued for-several weeks in
.Central. Java. 'The ‘coup’ and the
‘killing -of . the. generals were blamed ‘

on the PKI. -
'The kxllmg of PKI mcmbers 1nd sym—

pathisers began. At first -there was

enormous confusion. Most observers

~thought there would be a civil war. As

the Economist pointed out on -the
16th October, “The most significant
party in the country can hardly be dri-

‘yen underground without the risk of

civil 'war®. -And indecd there was 2
civil war- but only one side was fight-

rcported _ -'oin
1965 - that

: magazine :

December @ 17th,

‘“Communists, red sympathisers and

their families are being massacred by

_the thousands. Backlands army units
_are reported to have executed ‘thou- |

sands of Commumsts after interroga-

_tion in remote jaﬁs Armed with wide-

biaded knives called parangs, Moslem

bands crept at night into the homes of




Communists, killing entire  families
and burying the bodies in shallow
graves, ...

“The murder campzugn became 50
brazen in parts of rural East Java that
Moslem bands placed the heads of vic-
tims on poles -and paraded .them

through .villages, The killings have .
been on such a scale that the disposal

of the corpses has created a serious

sanitation problem in East Java and .

Northern Sumatra where  the humid
air .bears the reek of decaying flesh.
Travellers from those areas.tell of
small rivers and streams that have

been literally clogged with. bodies, .
River: transportation has - at- places

been seriously impeded”,

The. .New York Times. Sunday-

Magazine on May 8th, 1966 reported a
schoolteacher in -a .village near

Jogjakarta as having said, “My stu-
dents went right.out with. the army. ,

They. pointed out PKI members. The
army shot them on the spot along
with their whole family; women, chil-

dren, Tt was horrible”. The NYT’s cor- .

respondent, Seth King, commented,
“Surabaya, capital -of East Java and

long a centre of Communist activity, .

is laced with turbid canals. Since last

October one of ‘the fore ‘grisly tasks

of ‘local househoiders living beside
the ‘canals has been to. get up each
morning and push along the bodies
caught near their garden Iand-
ings".(24) - :

In Bali, Wthh had been the fastest
growmg centre of PKI organisation,
the k:lhngs became 50 1ndiscr1minate

known s humanitarmn ‘organis
tion, 1tself wrote

the rise and fall of the PKI

But whdt was most incredible about
the whole situation was that the PKI,
the third largest Communist Party in

the world, with 20 million support-,
ers, . was wiped out virtually. without -
resistance. As Rex Mortimer explains: -

“A dispersed and shattered Icadership
seems to have fost all capacity to rally
the party or cope with the decimation

of its ranks. Sticking to the last to the .
hope that Sukarno would pull their

irons out of the fire, the leaders went

into hiding and became:to all intents

and purposes, deactivated. Ilustrative

of the paralysis that afflicted the cadre
forces of the party is-the following ;
account by.a PKI member, and wife of ,

a. Central Committee. functionary, of

the way she and her husband reacted
in the weeks and months foliowing.

the coup:

“After Septernber SOth we Went on.
with our work for some days in. the ,

normal. manner, but no one with

whoem we came in contact was able to .
inform us as to what had happened or

what we were expected to do. As the
atmosphere 'in Jakaria. grew worse,

we_ just sat at home, and waited for.

instructions.. My, husband .had . been
given no guidance about what to do

‘in such an eventuality, We did ‘not:
expect thmgs to turn out so badly, weﬂ
thought there would be a setback’ for
the party but that eventuaily it would:

be sorted out by Sukarno.:.
“That is why’ the. party disintegr

;.=__so rapidly. There were no ‘orders and -
- no one knew who to trsi to or who to -
: trust since arrests had starteci and We'._
that finally the- army ‘stepped. in o
control” them -And the ' CIA, “not

WOrst mass murders of the twentiethr-__. '

century”.

Within. four months between half. :_t
mxlhon and 2 million peopie, ‘the:

cream “of the Workmg class, the best

and brightest of Indonesran society
were slaughtered ‘The culmination of -
the PKPs two-stage theory of revelu- -

tion was vicious counter-revolution
with no stages!

would have been so rapid.
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It was not Sukarno but the army that :
ultimately ;represented the . interests .
of .the national bourgeoisie, along
with - the forces of feudalism .and
imperialism - all interwoven together.
On the other side of. the class divide
were the PKI, representing the work-
crs.and .peasants, and when these
great: class. forces finally : cracked
apart, Sukarno srmply toppled into
the crevice. :

For the third t1me in Iess than 50.
years : the - PKI: had -been : bloodily:
crushed. The rank and file of the PKI
were caught completely by surprise -
small -wonder; given . Aidit's bizarre -
“two-aspect. theory” of the state on
which the party: had been-educated.
As the underground PKI themselves

- putitin 1966, “According to this 'two- .

aspect theory’ a miracle could happen
in Indonesia. Namely the state could
cease to.be an instrument of the rul-
ing oppressor. classes’ to, subjugate:

. A : ¢ other classes, but could be made the
- (Part} Ieaders) sent word }ust to waitf'
and 1 know that a. part)j leaders wife
“In terms - ‘of ;. the' £ : '
numbers killed,  the anti- PKI .mas:

saeres in: Indonesra rank as one of the

instrument.::shared .. by both: the -
oppressor -classes and the oppressed

. classes..And the fundamental change .
. in.state power..could be peacefully..
accomphshed by developing the ‘pro-
. people’.aspect and gradually liquidat- -
'_ ing the

‘anti-people’ aspect”. .. In
essence this was really just the classi-

- £, cal reformist approach:
an mdividual now represented -the;-.:
‘national bourgeorsle But Sukarno
had no mass .movement, Had he rep:
reserited” ‘something solid, a powerful -
“class interest, his demis¢ in"no way

I is quite possible that Aidit knew in
advance of the plan to kidnap the gen-
erals.: Tt..illustrates | -the . whole .
approach. of the Jeadership - deals at
the itop rather than mobilisation -of -
the.masses. This is the key point. ...,




Let us recall: Aidit’s criticism of the

PKI leadership during the ‘indepen-

dence struggle had been that the

Party, “abandoned pol;tlcai 1deologt-‘
cal and organisational freedom and
did not attach sufficient importance .
to its activities in labour and peasant .
circles. These were the reasons why

the revolution fallcd”
itself.

of the ISDV opposed  the raising of
class: questions and - spoken - of the
need for, “unity of the native popula-
tion groups necessary for the achieve-
ment of of 'national independence

and freedom?? Did not this therefore -
mean support for the national bour-

geoisie? ‘Had the right-wing not split

from those whorwent on to:form the

PKI-precisely over this question?
Had not the Tjokroaminoto faction

of Sarekat Isiam condemned ‘sinful’-
(by: which they mean ‘foreign’) capi--
talism, whilst supporting native capi-

talism? The -Aidit leadership of the

PKI'had effectively reverted to these-
ideas. Yet it -was- precisely in the-
struggle iagainst these ideas that the:
PKI had developed in the first place!-

The wheel had come full circle.

In 1960 Aidit stated explicitly that-

the class struggle was “subservient to
the national struggle”, yvet in reality
this had been PKI policy from at least

the time that Musso had arrived back::

in Indonesia: from Moscow in:*1935;
The history of the PKI is in many ways
a - history v of+:/the : *international
Communist movement

peculidrities (such as the reliance on
one man - Sukarno): but the underly-
ing theoretical base: that led the PKi

to such a4 position- em’mated inittally :

from Moscow,

Even following the Moscow/Pekmg :
split, when Indonesia came (o side:

with-the Chinese,:both Moscow and
Peking were putting forward the idea
of *alliance” with the national bour-

geoisie, Certainly - from the”1930s-
onwards, much of the blame for what
happened  in: Indonesia- can be ‘laid -
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But let's go back one generauon_:
more, back to the very foundatlon -of :
the PKI itseif. Had not ‘the right-wmg ;

tself,
Obviously: there were certain local:

the rise and fall of the PKI

squarely at the doorstcp of interna~
tional Stalinism.

What happened in 1965 was all the
more incredible ‘when one considers

that in the' last:few years it was the -

Chinese Communist- Party that had
become the mentors of the PKI. The
same Chinese Communists who them-

selves ‘had been obliterated 40 years:

eaflier, ‘precisely for -putting their

faith in’an alliance with the national
capltahsts The parallels even cxtend

ed to certain details,
In an ceric replay of China’in the

1920s, the PKI on 4th February, 1961
handed the “atithorities” a list of party -

members,’ incliuding ‘addresses, posi-

tion in the party and date of entry into’
(26} Even’ Bourgeois-
observers ' in'Indonesia at the timeé’
were drawing the parallel between'!
Indonesia of the 19605 and thc (‘ lun‘t

the ‘party.”

of the 1920s.

But the tragedy did not stop ‘there.:
Less than a decade later in Chile the”
{abour ‘movemerit ‘was smashed and:

the best of the working class slaugh-

tered - for following exactly the same -
“*The " US-backed:

policies. Tndeed,

overthrow of the Allende government:

in Chile occurred under the 'slogan,’
Takarta is approaching™™.(27)

As is the case with Chile, the CIA
were intricately and bloodily involved
with the ‘destruction of the PKIL But’
their effect should not be exaggerat-
cd, Just as in Chile, in Indoncsia it was
the ‘mistakés ‘of ‘the PKI leadership
that svere crucial, Without those mis-
takes the efforts of the CIA would l10t ’
have been décisive. PR

‘Could the PKI'have come to power?
Yes, we believe' - many times: Ot 'let
us ‘pit it more accurately, the objéc-
tive conditions for taking power were
ripé on many-occasions. In the 1920s,
leaving aside ‘their organisational dis-
array, it is certainly questionable
whether they werc powerful enough.
Tan Malaka believed the uprising of
1926 had been left too late and that”
more time was néeded now to balld
up the Party’s stréngth. That is proba--
bly right. However, during the inde-
pendence :struggle ‘it 'is quite clear
that the PKI essentially handed away”
their chance for the ieqderslnp of thaf
struggle.’ :

Likewise during the 19605 there Was
a0’ quesnon ‘but that lndonesm Wwas

. As two men awalt certain death, a soldier bayonets those at his feet, October 1965
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ripe for revolution. A significant indi-
‘cator is always the attitude of interna-
tional capitalism - and what was their
attitude? It varied ' from - alarm to
panic! Let us also’ not forget ‘that
numerically thé PKI in the 1960s was
in " far “moré favourablé situation
than the Bolsheviks had been in'1917
for example. Yet in terms of politicat
‘theory it was way behind. It was not
numbers, but thcory that' was ‘the
PKI's probliem,’ Obviously there are
no guarantees of success. Even if the
most scrupulous ‘attitude {5 ‘taken
towards theory, sometimes the condi-
tions dre fust not right. We 'do not
believe this was the case however in
the Indonesia of the 19405 and 1960s.

Itis not even excluded that thc PKI
‘could "have cometo’ power 'in ‘the
'1960s with Sukarno remaining s
nominal head of government. But had
they taken power (with' or ‘without
Sukarno) it is’ incvitable, given the
‘policies of ‘the leadership, that ‘the
“resulting regime would not havc been
of a genuinely socialist natte - -tun by
“workers' democracy - but rathicr, of a
deformed workers' stite along the
lines of China, Nevertheléss, the elim-
“ination 'of landlordisi and: capltaiism
in the' largest country in ‘South East
Asia’ would have been an enormous
step forward ‘and a- mighty boost in
confidence for the oppressed masses
internationally,

Furthermore, Indonesia has the
largest Moslem' population” of any

country in the world. Had the PKI

taken power in the 1960s, the whole
pattern of events in the Middle East
siice then may well have been very

different, not to mention India or

Pakistan. In the South East Asia region
ftself, the repercussions of revolution
in the largest country would have

been enormous. For Western imperi- -
alism, the loss of the fifth largest

country in the world, just a'decade or

so after losing China, would have

been devastating.

Resurgence?
And what is the situation now (in
1990)? Since 1965, the embryonic
native bourgeoisie has expanded and

‘the rise and fall of the PKI

- some . have become very r1ch yet
Indonesia :still has' the lowest ‘wage

rates in South. East: Asia. 1n addition,

‘there is:noiway: in. the world .that

Indonesia will develop to the point of
being a Japan or even a South Korea.

-1t is simply too late.

~’As the Indian Marxists have pointed
out, “The only capitalist countries

- which can ‘claim to have developed

from: backward societies into fully

- developed industrialised societies in
-the post war period are Japan and the
‘so-called

“Newly  Industrialised
Countries’ of South East Asia (South

" Korea, Taiwan, Singapore.and Hong .

Kong).-In -all these countries, it was

~fear at:the example of the Chinese

revolution -which lay behind . their

- development, The revolution was
spreading - to Korea, Vietnam and

Malaya:-and even in Japan revolution
was a serious danger in the 1940s,

~*The .capltalist class in these coun- ..
-iries - was incapahle of breaking the

‘lndonesia - An Unfinished Revolution
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power of the feudal landlords and car-
rying through the land reform with-
out which industrialisation was
impossible. In Japan;, which despite
its social backwardness was already a
strong military imperialist power, it
toock American imperialism in the
form of General MacArthur at the
head of its occupation armies, to over-
rule the defeated Japanese warlords
and impose a very drastic land distrib-
ution programme, at the same time
financing industrialisation with huge
dollar subsidies,

“American Imperialism imposcd the
saire stringent land programme on
occupied South Korea as a defence
against the spread of revolution from

.the Northern half of the peninsula.

Again it was General MacArthur (in
one sense the most progressive bour-
geois this century!) who carried
through this programme.

“In. Taiwan, Chiang Kai Shek’s
armies, fleeing from the revolution on

27




i@ the rise and fall of the PKI

the Chinese mainiand, performed the
same fole, to stabilise their _Q_céupa-
tion of:the istand. Singapore . and
" Hong Kong are really ‘city-states’, like-
- wise based on off-shore islands, so the
land queéstion was not so formidable.
“#It is noteworthy that not one of the
famous ‘NIC’s is a real country. They

are all fragments splintered off from -

countries already _ove__r-r___lin by revolu-
tion - counter revolutions in exile! In

ments in favour of the viabﬂxty of cap-
; italism”. (28) .

As far as land reform in Indoncsm is
concerned, devclopments ‘have been
in preciscly the opposn;e direction.
“Fo]lowmg mdepcndencc ‘there has
beena contmuing trend towards con-
centration of landholding and consol-

idation of a landlord class. Often mlli—'

tary and civilian officials have moved
into this sector with capital accumu-
lated . outside the:. commercxal
world”.(29) g

80% of the -180, milhon pcople of -

Indoncsm ‘Hye at a mmimum exis-
tence. Infant mortality in Indonesia is
the hlghest of the ASEAN nations (87

per 1000 Jive births) and 89% of the .
populatmn do not have access to safe .
drinkmg water. As faras the democra-
tic’ aspect of the bourgeoxs—dcmocmt— >

i revolutton is‘'concerned, there'is -~

less democracy in Indonesia today
than there was under Dutch colonial
rule. The Indonesian bourgeoisie are
clearly historically incapable of carry-
ing out their own revolution, -

And the PKI? §till the regime is
shooting the old men, still it is purg-
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fi‘he In(iones_ian islands have.
‘gone from being seen in the rest
‘of the world simply as a holiday
;_;paradise to, appearing more and
‘more often’in the: headlines of
‘the world’s press. First it was in
_the ‘business pages’, when, as a
" result of the crisis, the economy.
“collapsed. Then; when the dicta-

‘tor ‘Suharto. had to tresign after - -
“months of protests,. Indonesia - -
'5'{regulariy appeared in the more

“widely: read pagés ‘of - foreign :

'f'news. G

The mdré than 200 nnihon people j‘

who Hve in Indonesia are still con-
fronted with enormous social and
economic problems, and there are
still few democratic rights. After the
collapse of the Stalinist states in
1989/90, the propagandists of capi-
talism celebrated the ‘End of History”.

the book of history : the history of
oppressed people and their struggle
for liberation. _

This pamphlet tries to give a brief
overview of the. soc1al and econonic,
crisis in Indonesia, against the back-
ground of the mass movement of the
recent months and weeks.
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302|alistlsche Offenswe '

In the_ 9805 thc states of south’east
Asia . ¢ to ‘be seen as model
economies. The strong economic
growth of the ‘Asian Tigers’ stood as
incontrovertible proof that the capi-
talist system had not only outlived its
Stalinist counterpart, but was also
able to assure a bright future for

~- mankind.

But in 1998 the youth and ‘working - This dream collapsed like a house of

people of Indonesia have reopened:

cards when, in the Summer of 1997,

© the currencies and economies of the

region began to collapse one after

“the other, leading to an international

crisis ‘on the . stock exchanges. The

‘boss of the US National Bank,
‘Greenspan, at first called the process

‘healing changes’. But the ‘Asian
Fever’ quickly spread to 1ffect the

- ~-whole world economy.

The b'lckground to all this is a fun-

. damentally weakened world econo-

my. It is hardly in a strong position to
withstand such shock waves. In the
USA the economy is growing by only
3%, in Japan 1.5% and in the EU by

indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

: Ban/r queues as the ﬁnancra/ crasﬁ fm‘s Indones/.:

. 1.7%. The average growtll rate of the
* capitalist states was a weak 2.8% pel
‘annum in the ‘80s and it has faller

even lower to only 1.8% in the ‘00s
Compared to the postwar boomn
(1950-1973), when growth was a
4.5% per annum, these rates are
extremely low. Compared to wha

“consumers can buy, production it

too high. World Capitalism is in a cri
sis of over- productlon and ° over
capacity.
On this basis, the further shrmkm;
of the markets causes massive prob
lems for 4 more and more export-ori
ented and interlinked world ccong
my. Cuts in public spending hav
made the demand for goods in thy
imperialist countries decrease a
well as the inability of the CriSH
stricken Fast Asian countries to pa
for imports from them. The effects ¢
the crisis are therefore not limited t
‘one region, but are international,
For the states in south-east Asia, th
crisis means & drastic loss in value ¢
their currencies, the closure of faci
ries and companies, mergers ¢



banks. and the selling off .of: the.
national economy, For the people in-

these countries this means the loss of
millions of jobs, a rise in: inflation,

up.
In Indoncsm the ‘economic and
social crisis has led to:a crisis in the

politncai system too. The:full impact.

of the Asian crisis on the world econ-
omy is yet to unfold. But it has

already brought: about an Indonesian

revolution!

The weak foundatlon of

the Indonesian

economy :
Indonesia was .a Dutch colony from
the 17th century. In the 19th century
the: ruling class in the Netherlands
lived well on the wealth that: could
be.squeezed out of Indonesia, The

islands’ most attractive goods were .

spices and several other agricultural
products.;'The people. of Indonesia
had :to suffer. extreme . exploitation

on the plantations and in the textile:

industry. ..
Even after the polmcai mdepcn—

wages going down. and przces going;

the revoliution has begun [}

dence of Indoncma was achicved in .
1945, it -was still ‘an . econom:cally-'fﬁ i
dependent country. Suharto stacted
to stabilise the economy after he .
gamcd power.in.a military. coup in_ :
1965. From ‘the. early ‘70s onwards,’
the’ countrys economy - started to. |-

grow. strongly and the ‘New Order’

regime ‘of:. Suharto produced a4.0ncw.-
‘orang kaya barw
(OKB) who formed the soc:1al fouu— b

layer. of:rich '

datmn of the' regime, -

The basis for the i cconomlc growth:
was oil. and gas ‘oit’ the -one ‘hand .
(Endoncsm “was the - worid’s eighth*_.-

Iargest oil: produccr and could ‘make

high’ profzts during thc oil: boom) :
and, on’ the :other .hand; ‘develop- -

ment aid’.

In the carly ‘705, oil exports were
about '30%- of the gross 'domestic
product (GDP); in 1991 just'11%. On

the ' ofié hand, income: werit - down,

due to the decline of the oil price. On
the other hand, the volume of extrac-
tion has had to be reduced to such an
extent that Indonesia will most prob-

ably'be importing 6il by the turn of:

the century. The development aid
that used to be a large part of the

Inc.iﬁ'an_.'()b

Map of /ndonea.ra ( nate ﬁmor Lesre /s Easr Timor )
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“Would the :
- development to a
healthy, capitalist

country have been

_possnble"

-1 In relation to the s0- called

= “Third-world” countries, this .
_question comes up time and -

- again, What is the reason for::

Z:poverty.in these countries? Is it

}an accident: that the rulers are’
-just not capable and not pre- - |

o pared o build up thc economy '
but instead steal the wealth of -

'{.- the country for their own bene- :
“fit? Would it therefore be possi-. |

ble fora ‘sensible’ government::

to build up a healthy, capitalist

economy, which could provide
for the mass of the population
aliving standard which can be
comp'ired with that of Europe?

Al these states are former

colonies, which are still very

~much dependent on their for-

mer colonial 'masters' and othcr."
nnperiahst states, They are

" exploited by them because of
“their cheap labour and forced
“to sell’ them cheap raw-materi-
als. An independent develop-

ment of these economies is not,

“or at least only to a certain
- extent, encouraged by imperial-

ism. From its point of view, "

. these countries can serve as

* export-markets, but must not-

. be allowed to become competi-
. tors with their own goods. The :
. development of an indepen-

i dent, nationat capitalist class is

excluded. The ruling class in
these states is, due to their his--

- torical development, tied close-
i ly to and dominated by the rul-
~ ing class of the imperialist

states. Countries like South
Korea are exceptional. Here an"
economically totally underde-

- veloped country was deliber-

. ately developed through mas-

. sive, favourable treatment from
- the USA given for essentially

. political reasons durmg the

. ‘Cold War’,

31




state income’ (1973-74 17 4%, 1993- .
94: 15.3%) was not to the benefit of
the whole populatlon It went,’
directly or 1nd1rectiy into the pock-

ets of Suharto’s family and frzcnds
Since the 1980s, the country has
seen  a boom of

elgn cap;tal Wlth mvestors bemg

more than wx}hng to ignore the.

bloody regime of Suh'zrto Especially
forelgn direct

1ncome' : :

: Because of the econom:c cr151s :
i average Gross Domestic " .

. Product per haed per annum

; has dropped in Indonesia from

. $1,000 to $300. The minimum

: wage is 5,750 rupiah, less then
. one dollar:a day. Although .. ..
. since July 1997 the rupiah has ;.
i heaviiy lost its value and -

i although there was a dramatic

" increase in prices, the mini; .

: mum wage has remained that
low. Women can earn as little

as 1,500 rupiah (plus one meal)
for working all day in the

paddy fieids, For comparison: & .
tin of milk costs half a.collar, to. -
go on the tram afew hundred .

- rupiahsand a meal in a fas¢- .

| food snack-bar 2-4,000 rupiahs. -

3z

investment. |
Indonesia became mtercstmg for for- ;

investment . grew |
strongly. Bctween 1988 and 1992,

the revolution has begun

Housing for the poor

1 395 deftls were made Worth over:

$30.6 billion -.more than during.the
whole .20 years before.:In 1996, the

IME placed Indonesia in.7th. place.
* amongst all the economicaliy. devel-:

oping courntries.

But . this . economic ; growth Was
based neither on the development of
an independent:national .economy

nor on a corresponding demand for,

goods within the country. The eco-
nomic system is, in addition, enticely
corrupt, with enormous amounts of
money vanishing into unknown
holes, Therefore, additional loans
have been taken out since the begin-
ning of the ‘80s. This is accompa-
nied by a drastic growth of the
country’'s debts. In the early ‘90s,
already one quarter of the money
spent by the state haci to bc used to
pay creditors. :

 ‘Krismon’ - the crisis of thc mone-
tary sector, which led to a devalua-

tion of the national currency (rupi-

ah) by more than 80% - will lead to .

an estimated decline in the econo-
my of 10% Cuniil now) Inflation is

already at 35% and a rise to 100% is

feared.

\Vlth the onset of thc crisis in:
south-east Asia, the devaluation of

the rupiah and the corresponding
growth in foreign debt (which has
to be paid back in US-dollars), the
private economy became virtually

? |ndonesia - An Unfinished Revolution’

unable  to! make ‘repayments: It has
foreign debts of about $70 billion:
The state is on the road to bankrupt-’
cy too. It has debts of over $70 bil-
lion abroad (of which $59 billion are
due to be repaid this year) compared’
with only & small amount of reserves
- ess than $10 biilion in hard curren-
cy at the beginning of 1998, * 1!

The IMF ‘helps’

The enormous financial difficulties’
of Indonesia summoned the

International Monetary Found (IMF)
onto the scene. It ‘offered credits of
$43billion, but linked ‘then'to ‘a‘set
of conditions. These ‘conditions
included dissolving the monopolies’
owned by Suharto’s clan, a purge of’
the binks; the revision of the:budget:
fot 11998/99'and cits : inpublic
spending. The IMF madé these con-
ditions in accordance with the inter-:
ests of the imperialists. The purpose
was not to undermine Subartolet
alone to help the movement but'to
improve: the ‘conditions for' foreign
capital. In this way the Indonesian
economy was to¢ be openedup for
foreign investors. The cuts in publc
spending, which include the halting
of construction projects and the
reduction of subsidies, hit the broad
masses of the population hard,
Suharto tried to get the IMF to make
some concessions, even using mock
anti-imperialist rhetoric.

The social
_conseguences of the

crisis i
In the 32 years of has government

Suharto turned the: ‘country into a |
-self-service’ shop for ‘himself, his fam-

ily and his friends. The economy of |
the country with a population of 200
million was controlied by about 200 !

~people. Indonesia’s distribution of .
: _wealth is ‘extfeme - the few rich are

very rich and the mass of the poor
has almost nothing. The richest 20%

_get about half of all income; the poor- |
“est 25% only about 5%!

After the crisis started in the sum-




mer of 1997, the situation grew even
worse. Millions of Indonesians live

bclow the poverty threshold, “’hiCh‘

is set at less than one dollar a day and

this number is contmu'tlly g;owmg '

Before thc C].'lSlS the jobless ratec was
12%; since it started, another 4 mil-
lion jobs have been lost. In the cities,
the numbcr of jobless has 'doubled
since July 1997. (Anyonc is counted
as cmpioyed if he/she works more
than 3 1101115 a week). These ‘new’
lobless are in 'tddmon to qbout 35

. How do the studenfs
organise? L _
Beside the official structures -
the ‘scnates’ - independent

_structures were built at the uni-

_ versitics, often called sunply

* ‘Committees’. The most llll.li- _
tant and active students are’
org'uused in these Committees,
The he’tdqu‘utcrs of the resis-

. tance some o1 4 umvermty
bwszs, some even on faculty

" basis - are called ‘Poske’. There

"the students sit, day and night,
and discuss the next steps in
‘their struggle but also about

“strategy and tactics, “Workers’

'organisers’ are sent front here,
16 g0 to the workers to spread '
thc movcmcnt T

the revolution has begumn

million Indonesians who were
already ‘underemployed’ one year
ago (i.e. got less hours of work than
they needed). In the past, these peo-
ple could go to Malaysia or Saudi
Arabia as immigrant workers, but
now, as the whole region is in a cri-
sis, this option does not exist any
maore. o .

Simultaneously, prices for basic
food such as rice and oil rose by
about one third. In the beginning of
May, a further sudden rise of prices
occurred. Under the pressure of the
IMF, subsidies for prices were par-
tially abandoned or reduced. This
caused the price of petrol, needed by
60% of the population to get to the
work (on their motor scooters etc.),
to rise by 71% - a trxgger for new
protests,

A social safety net does not exist in
Indonesia. The national health ser-
vice is free but transport and medi-
cine have to be paid for by the
patient, causing it to be beyond the
reach of huge sections of the popula-
tion, Even middle class people com-
plain that now, due to the crisis, they
cannot afford necessary operations.
The 1nfqnt mortality rate is corre-
spondmgly high (7.1%), as is the mor-
tality rate for children (11.1%).
Diseascs like malarja are still a prob-

lem for large sections of the popula-.

tion.
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- Panic buying as prices roc' et :

The students initiate

the struggle
The economic crisis led to a pohtmal
crisis in Indonesia. Suharto was safe,
as long as he. could count on eco-
nomic growth; but the economic
breakdown in the summer of 1997
marked the beginning. of the end of :
his rule, Already in 1997 the first dis- |
orders cccurred. On the island of,
Flores, a temporary: state of cmer-’
gency was declared. In February
1998, a protest- movement started,

Education:
School starts at the age of seven

" with six years of primary
school. After this should follow

. three years of middic and three
years of high school. The uni-
versity takes five'years

. although, due to the high fees,
only 1 % of young people can
afford to study. Some of the

. 300 universities are public but
most of them are private and

. religious (mamly Ishmnc and
Christian), _

Over half Indonesia’s popula- "

tion is under 25. The youth suf-
fer disproportionately from - _
mass unemployment. The rate
of unemployment is 16 % offi-’

~ cially, unofficially much higher.

; Child labour is not uncommoit. -




' Racism against
. Chinese people.
jOne element of the events -
~which was wrdely menttoned
in the European press was the
attacks on Chinese people.
About 3% of the population are
Chinese; around 10 % have

Chinese relatives, Originally the

Dutch colonialists promoted
Chinese people many of whom

became part of the ruling class. -

A big part of the economy
came to be controlled by
Chinese - some sources men-
tion ap to two-thirds,
The state’s position on the

- issue is contradictory, On the .
one hand, some Chinese.
belong to the elite and are
therefore close to the regime.
On the other hand, as a form of

intimidation and control, the . .

use of the Chinese scriptis
banned as are Chinese books

and newspapers. Many Chinese

people were amongst the 1.5
million victims of Suharto’s
blood batt in 1965 - simply
because they were Chinese,

- and therefore, in Suharto’s
logic, “communists”. One of the
© principles of his rule was
always ‘divide and rule’.
Suharto’s son-indaw Prabowo,
{ex-)chief of the strategic com-
mand Kostrad, stirred up racist.
tendencies and ricts in the last
months of Suharto’s rule, to
divert attention from the
Subarto clan and to provide,
excuses for making brutai
attacks.
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Student demonstrators demand reform, 1998

growing wider and more political.
The roots and the centre of this
movement were msnde the umvers1—
ties.. ’

Stud(:nts in Indonesia are a part of
the elite ‘and’ come predomlmntly
from rich families and the military,
Despite that, there are many among
thém who'do not want to accept the
current social and political situation.
As'in oOther Asian countries, it is an
Indonesian tradition for students to
organise movements thit fight for
the ‘'mass of thc repicssed 'md
explonted too

In 1974, up to one million people
pqrtxcnpated in student protests and
the 'state reacted with the ‘Malaril

" law, which prohibited any pohtxcql

activity inside the universities. In the
beginning of 1998, as the protests of
the studcnts ‘started, the law was
reversed Dcmonstratlons were then

only allowed ms1de the universities. '
. This was an attempt by the regime to

1solatc the studcnts movement from
the rest of the popuiatlon Suharto

hoped that, oncé the students got
. tired of dcmonstratmg, the movc»

ment would dxssolvc: by 1tself

The movement wrdens
But the movement grew stronger

indonesia ~ An Unfinished Revolution

and stronger and it became more
intense and political and spread into
other parts of the population. It had
been started as a protest against the
devastating results of the crisis, espe-
cially against the massive price rises
and against ‘korupsi’, ‘kolusi’, ‘nepo-
tisma'. But it quickly grew into a
political movement, demanding
‘reformasi’ and even ‘revolusi'.
‘Down with prices!’ soon became
‘Down with prices; down with
Suharto!’ Besides social improve-
ments, several political changes were
dermnded mainly including a set of
democratic rights.

In mid-May the military tried for a
last time to get control of the move-
ment, offering a ‘Dialogue’. But the
attendance at their meeting of April
18 was poor; the most active and rad-
ical stndents boycotted it. They
organised a simultaneous meeting
elsewhere with about 3,000 dele-
gates from the most important uni-
versities of Java attending in order to
discuss and plan the next steps of the
struggle,

The students kncw their imitations
and tried to widen thé movement,
They travelled between the universi-
ties and tried to build up a network.
They tried to come out of the cam-
puses or to mobilise people from




other layers to the demonstrations
':mside their camp ses. The pohce did
_‘r'everything to preveht the widening
_of the movement, Beforé’ demonstm-
“tions the whole area wou!d be’ sys-
' tematlcally closed off, 5o that nobod}r
‘could se¢ what was going on, '

b Nevertheless the percentage “of
'fnon students in the demonstmuons
‘went up steqdlfy For exﬂmple, in
Solo (eastern Java) in April, already
“one third of the demonstrators were
“non- students They were house—
‘wives, bus- dnvers, street smgers
(pmsecuted b}f the regame because
“of theit critical’ songs), the ‘urban

‘ poor (the c1ty populatlon who five |

“from hand to mouth and syrvive as
petty criminals and sireel’ traders)
“and, in’ growing numbers, workers
“In’the mdusmal town of Surabaya ‘in
dastern Java ‘famous for its textile
“workers' ‘strike in 1994 delegations
of workers joined ‘thée various
demonstrations, On May the first,
joint meetings of workers and stu-
dents took place in the universities.

On attempts to Ieave the campus

the revolution has begun

cpohce occurred The polis1 wereg'

eqmpped ‘with | truncheons rubber

. bullets, tear-gas and cven with live
with

E‘unmumtion, the  students
‘Molotov cocktails’ and with ‘their
hatred of the regime,

[ETEN

On May, 12th, the protests escal'lt-” y
i ed, after the police fired into a

- demonstration at the. elite Trisakti
. University in Jakarta, killing several

students According to students from

. Jakarta, 13 were kxlIed 7. suffered

. critical injuries and .41 jwere still.

. missing days after the demonstra-

: tion. They became known as, ‘sacri-.-{

. fices to change’,

© Suharto. to :resign only. a. few: days
' later..

+ ‘chaos and .anarchy’ by the .press,

' People were plundering and starting -

| fires. Even pogroms against Chinese
‘ people. occurred,. Often. the were

' aimed agamst the property of the ol
L ing clique, including Chinese people "
: like:Lim'Sioe Liong, one of the rich--_':__f :

est. men. of Indonesm

A huge revolt foiiowed forcmg

_ :Maore: than . 500. .men. . and .
S women .died :{n..those, days, called . :

' A’ demonstration in _'

Yogyakarta, Aprll
1998

. The dcmonstration is very iwe- 7
' ly Every deiegatlon from anoth- '

er faculty or university is wel-
comed by the speakers. When a
group of housewwes comes on
to the campus to partzc1pate in

. the demonstranon the square

in.front of the 1 main bulldlng of
the Gadjah Mada Un1ver51ty is.

ﬁlied with enthusnastl,c
_applause and shouting, The stu- :
dents of the Facuity of "

" Philosophy wear red head-
‘bands. One of them explains:
_)1111 Febru‘lry, during the hunger

strikes we had Whlte head

'bands White for purlty We '
:wanted to show that we are
" normal people and that it is .

Suhartofs regime that forces us

to take these steps. But then’ we |

changed it. Now we wear red

‘“headbands. Red i is, the colour of
‘blood. Now_we are flghtmg
: back

prestdcnt As a natxon that

: -.upholds lofty cultural Values, :

‘behalf and that of the govern
ment, 1 Wou[d like to extend

second presndent of the

- Republic of Indonesia, Haji
Mohamed Suharto, for all his
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. ABR! the .armed forces

“The armed forces - ABRI - consists of the army, the air force, the navy

“and the police. ABRI assisted General Suharto in coming to power in
1965. In Indonesia the military have - officially - 2 political role, Through _

: :_their “Dwi fungsl” (double -function) they are part of the admznistration '

"Each mlhtary command superwses all poht:cal activ1ty In 1ts respectlve

_area..

. -'-‘Besides this, ABRI plays an active role in the economy and is involved in

k _ia number of businesses, Their argument is: “We make profits to meet '

1 the non—budgetary éxpenses of ABRL” Altégether they have 5-600,000

o armed men, Amongst those are many in the most politically strategic '

iforccs Kostrad, Kopassus, the Jakarta military command, the Slllwanngl '

'command and the I)xponegoro command, The Indonesian army is one

" ‘of the blggest in south-east Asia. But in relation to the population (200

<. million) and compared with other mternatzonal examplcs, the '

' Indonesian army is relatively small. '

. Twao' wings exist inside the army..On the one side are the hard diners -

. the ‘green fraction which bases itself more on Islam, stirs up racism and

~stands for harder repression. This wing was led by Suharto's sorvinlaw

" Prabowo, until recently chief of Kostrad, then Kopassus. In relation to 4

'+ possible Coup it is this wing that is the most dangeious. On the other -
‘side is the ‘fed and white' fraction (named after the national colours)

around the army chief Wiranto. It represents the more ‘moderate’ forces ;

- -who looked for :i ‘dlalogue wnh the students to de- escalate the sxtua— :

*ton.” :
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“in order to support'Suharto, 5

ed: ‘I want to underlinc that the riots
are not racist or sectatlan Desplte it
is correct that the people often ignite
cars, houses and shops. belonging to
Chinese during the riots, this reflects
the anger of the peoplc_ against the
government. The shops of the
Chinese are ignited, because the

_social differcnces in the society are
_growing.

The international airport of Jakarta
was packed with foreigners, desper-
ate to leave the country,. The IMF
advisers, whose demand to .drop the

_subsidy for petrol was one of the

decisive reasons for the rebellion,
were also leaving the conntry as fast

. as posslble

Suharto tries to react to the movc-

‘ment by reshuffling his government,

but it's too late, As a result of the
mounting protest, on the 21st of

~ May, Suharto resigns.

it R

. New Presndent, Old

‘Regime
As the last action of his 32 year long

: _-ruie, dictator and president Suharto
: 3_':.2appointcd hls . pu

political '

' g --I—Iablbie has been CIOSEI}’ connected
" to'Suharto since the 1950s, He start:
--ed his. career as 3. member of ‘the

Habible S ACC ssion to the preslden-
cy.means. there. is’ ‘no real change of

_-dlrectlon But it was made ‘as'a‘con-
.“ cession to the movement,
take the wind out-of its sails. The new
-.-cabinet_under Habibie d:ffers from

‘in order to

o

- increasingly bcing called upon to
" resign by’ former leading acmy .offi-
“ clals ‘and his.own inteliectual elite in

“the last months And in the. last days

even the.’ parliament' called -upon
him to resign. It seemed to'be. the

" wiser choice for him to resign and to

retain his economic power via_his
puppet Habibie. The newspaper, the



Jakarta Post’ quotés Suharto; ‘T am
gomg to be a pqn(hto (a ghost, a §

wise man) ' He was aiming to contin-
'ue hlS rule in thf: b’ickgwund. '

What wnll the future
“hold?

“Although Habibie {$ not enthusiasti-
:Caliy supported by any layer of 'soci-

“ety,’and is therefore seen as'a tempo-
:1“11')' solution, he i§ comiected with
‘cértain’ expectations from certain

layers and groups. The military hopes
o be able to'control him and to stay
in powcr thereby The westérii pow-
‘ers hope for the sitqation to stabilise

in ‘order to secure thcn mve:atments
The future has not yet been written,
" but one thing is for sure! Habibie is
not 1ntercstcd in ‘real “democratic
“'changes dnd he will not end the
cxpiouanon of the masscs T
" Habibie makes some concessions

- such as the release of political pris- |

“oners and the mnouncement of new

"elections ('tlthough it is neither clear,
when the election will take place nor

whio will be permitted to vote or

stand) in order‘to save the rullng :

clique and ‘their pnvﬂeges

‘A major source of ¢ohcern is the
‘ABRP; the armed forces, They 'seem
to'support, and are increasingly pre-
‘sent ig, the Habibic government. The
' comrmander, -

wing around  its
Wiranto, has been strengthéned. He
is 48 much a representative of the old
‘regime as Habibie, ‘but there could
“well be a ‘reform government™in the

neéxt pesiod, including more ‘trust

worthy’ persons. Even if thie repre-
seqtatives of the bourgeoisie ‘turn
‘their support to ‘the pro- ca’bit'aiist
‘opposition that 'has been’
“recently suppressed, thcy will con-
titnie to controi the economy. Such a
‘démocratic’ govemmcnt would 'try
‘to keep the peOple quict with some

‘smiall concessions. Bat this’ chqnges :

nothing of the ‘basic CXplOIt’Eth.ﬂ

which is even strongei now under ;

’ 'the IMI's presSui'e B B

the revolution has begun

wntil

Budiman Suayatmfko P}?D /eader sentenced o, 13 yeafs for subvefsfan, Apﬂ/ Z 997

The Peoples Democratic Party PRD

The PRD (Peoples’: Democratic Party) is a young, left party which was
founded on 1 \*Iay 2nd, 1994. Mass organisations affiliated to the PRD
were also setup, 'I‘htf:}r organised workers (in the PPBI), students (in
SMID), peasan (STN), artists (Jakar) and the urban poor. The PRD was
very active in student movement in 1995 and 1996 and also in the
strike W'wc which took place in thc same year. After thc state’s 1ttacks

'j.-_]uly 27th 1996, in'which the PRD helped defend the PDIis headquar-
"ters the PRD suffered heavy state repressmn and was banned.

Workérs in Sllféiba}'a on July the 8th 1996. PRD mcmber And1 Arief,
_ -chalrman of the smdent orgamsation SMID was captured on March thc

zde the PRD, strong sympathies exist for more revolu-

: nd socialist ideas. This is rcpresented in a general criticism of
;capxta sm., The PRD puts forward a number of democratic and cconom-

X1 mands mclud‘ng thc dcmand for a minimum Wage and for the

= _lght to organise freely.: ' 8
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.._The workers’ movement

The total Iabour force in Indonesn is 86 million strong, About 15%
work in the rnanuf'icturmg and petrochemical sector, 35% in service
“industries and 50%in '1gr1culture The number of industrial workers has
j'-'vastl}r increased in recent decades. because of the industriafisation of
Indonesia. At the beginning of the ‘90s'there was a big rise in the num-
_":I)er of Workmg class struggles. In 1994 there was a total of 1 :130 sirikes
0 increase of 350% in relation to 1993' In the same year thf:rf: were
100 student demonstrations and 50 peasant actions. %

.iThere are three trade union fedcratmns in Indonesia - 2 Ieg‘ﬂ state union
A (SPSI) and two illegal ones. The SBSI, whose chairman Muchtar
P’lkpahan was arrested on July 30th, 1996 is supported by the govern-
~ment of the USA. The PPB, which is affiliated to the PRD, led a number
“of strlkes i "1994 'md has orgqmsed tens of thousands of workers.
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The bourgeois

opposition :
A key player of the bourgeois Iiberal
opposition is Amien Rais, the head of
the 28 million member Muslim
organisation, Muhammadiyah. He did
not participate in the mass protests
against Suharto, partly even trylng to
stop them, as with the protests on

.Suharto’s ‘re-clection day’ in March.

Until  shortly  Defore . Suharto

_-resigned, Rais was giving him a peri-

od of grace of six months: ‘Until
Ociober, to get a grip on the eco-
nomic crisis’, Then on May 11th, he
suddenly changed his tactics and
publicly called for the president to
resign. Then he declared himself
leader of the opposition.

Rais is not only a close personal
friend of Habibie, but also has close
contacts with both General Wiranto
and General Prabowo. He is not real-
ly opposed to the ruling clique. On
the day Habibie became president,
Rais offered him the same six-month

. ‘ultimatum’ or period of grace he had

offered Suharto. Because of his clear

. pro-capitalist and ‘western’ orienta-

tion, he is the favourite of the big
capitalist powers. He would be a
guarantor for the protection of for-
eign capital’s interests. In an inter-
view for the Far Eastern Economic
Review he declared: ‘I say without
doubt that the IMF is the only alter-
native,’ . o C _
Another prominent figure is

‘Megawati Sukarnopoutri, the daugh-

ter of the first president, Sukarno.
Megawati is the leading representa-
tive of the Democratic Party of

_Indoncsm (PDI) but she was

removed as its president by an inner

. party rebellion instigated by the mili-

tary in 1996. She has been very much
in the background during the whole
movement, She appeared in public
only after the slaughter of students at
the Trisakti Univeristy, where she
mostly used refercnces to the state
philosophy of Pancasila and appeals
to God. Her programme has little.to
offer.

Neither Rais nor Megawati can deal




the reveolution has begun!

Pariiament and Parties

g mdependcnt one.

In the elections for the parliament, which take place every five years,
400 ‘representatives’ are elected plus 100 who are appointed by the
president (including 75 from the Armed Forces). The People’s
Consultative Assembly, MPR, with its 1,000 members (including 500
MPs, 147 representatives of the provinces, 253 from political organisa-
tions and from the army) meets every five years and elects the president
and the vice- p1es1dent The president has extensive rights, including the
_right to issue decrees and to appoint ministers. There are three lcgaI
_parties - Suharto's Party, Golkar, the PPP - Partai Persatuan
Pembangunan (United Development Party) and the PDI - Partai
. Demokrasi Indonesia (Indonesian Democratic Party). Megawati
__Sukamopoutu was the original leader of the PDI but she was deposed
through an armed intervention by the regime in 1996. Today there are
in reality two PDIs - one Wiuch was Suharto’s puppet and Megawaii’s,

‘with the social questions or solve the

‘problems of the masses Ent by the.

economic crisis.

The forces on the left
After the complete elimination of the

PKI in 1965, there were. almost no

organised left forces in Indonesia for
#-long period, In more recent years,
activists - came iogether - in - the
Democratic People’s Party (PRD),
foundcd 111_1994 ‘and then banned in

1996, Thesc people declare.‘them:
selves to Be: socmhsts In the reccnt :

months, the PRI} has participated in
the movement, obviously from the
underground, and distributed hun-
dreds of thousands of leaflets,
demanding steps such as nfttlon'ihsa-
tion, -

But the socnlrst forces of Indonesm

are still '‘weak and are under enor-

mous pressure. They not only have
the task of widening and developing
the workers’ movement, but also of

umnasking bourgeois leaders such as :

R'us 'md Mcgawan

The revolution has @n!y

just begun
Suharto’s end has come about at the
same time as the ¢ollapse of the ‘tiger
economies’ which until last year
were able to represent capitalism as a
viable system. Suharto had to go, but”
the crisis of capitalism is still horribly
present for the masscs m the whole
of Asia. :

Seeing their economy shattered,
Indonesian workers felt helpless to
change their destiny.” Memories of
the’ massacre in 1965 weigh like a
hedvy burden on the shouideérs of the
working class. Seceing the obvious
weakness of the ‘New Order’ regime
and the downfall of its founder,
Suharto, the Workm;, class is d-mng
10 move in 4 more conscious way
once more. Workers are starting to
join the struggle again. I mid May,
strikes took place in support of the
movement. On the 12th and 13th,
hundreds of public transport drivers
in Bogor went on strike, hundreds of
workers in Bekasih and more than a
thousand workers in a cardboard fac-

Sanita Cruz cemetry massacre, November 12th 1991

East Timor .

In,1975 Indonesian {roops
occupied East Timor. 200,000
people have becn killed, which
is more than one quarter of -,
the population. Since then the
military has ruled in a brutal
way; every resistance.is sup-
pressed. FRETILIN is the main
liberation organisation which .
is forced to work under- -
ground, The most militant sty-
dents and the PRD support the
struggle for self-determination,
They declare that they are not
only in favour of an end to the
occupation of East Timor but
“of fighting alongside the East
Timorese for their right to
determine their own destiny
and to be independent”.

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution
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tory in Tangerang. . - .

If democratic reforms 'u:e c1rr1cd
out in Indonesia, it will enable the
workers to build unions more easily
and, most importantly, a Woxkers
party, This is even more important

now in order to achieve any social .
progress in the severe crisis. They
have to build their own representa-
tion and link up nationally and inter-

nationally, Only if the working class

can administrate and contrdl. the

economy and not a few national and

international capitalists and if thc:y_
can hold on to power, will there be

real change..
The. stmggEc of the Students, work-

ers and poor in Indonesia has not

oniy been an inspiration nationally,

but will have an enormous interna-.
tional impact. The workers of the

whole region - the Phxhppmes South
Korea, Japan - look .

_toward_s _

the revolution has begun

Indonesia. it is the first major revolu-
tionary movement since the collapse
of the Stalinist countries in 1989 and
the first time for a long time that a
movement has raised dem‘mds for
nationalisation. :

Other countries of the region h'we
been hit hard by the crisis which has
claimed not a few victims. The full
extent of the crisis in Asia has not yet
been felt but it has already ignited
the beginning of a revolution in
Indonesia. Many of the ‘classic’ ingre-

dients of a revolution exist - a mili-..

tant youth, wide layers of the popula-
tion participating in the rising, :

working class that has entered the
struggle and last, but not Ieast, crisis

and dissension within the ruling
class, which lurches between conces-
sion and repression, With all.of these

ingredients, revolution is most cer-..

tainly stiil brewing! .

‘Lessons of History:
Indonesia has had a tumultuous his-

tory in which the working class has
" played a significint role. (Sée: *From |
the ashes - the rise and fall of the

PKI)
For the 32 years that Suharto mam—
tained power, the partiament - the

“‘House of Representatives' and the .

‘Consultative People’s Assembly -
was nothing more than his mari-
onette. Apart from the official party,
Golkar, only two, not really indepen- -
dent, parties were allowed. Free
trade unions were prohibited.” Not
even the official union federation -
the SPSI - was allowed representation
on every important issue, The presi-
dent and the army - which officially
has a dual function (a military and a
political one) - held the power. = -
In March 1998, Suharto was elected

richest men in the world
today. The American business
magazine, ‘Forbes’, estimated
Suharto’s wealth at $16 bil-
lion. His immediate family is
believed to worth around $46 -
 billion. That Corresponds te
about 50% of the Indonesian
" 'GNP. His six children own
“numerous enterprises.
Indonesta is marked by
extreme nepotism. Suharto’s
family and his cronies control
key export industries and
important sectors such as car
production, chemicals, build-
ing and construction, toil- '
roads and big banks.
Furthermore, a number of
major foreign companies have -
enjoyed a high level of collab-
oration with Suharto: General
Electric, Hughes Electronics,
Luacent Technologies, Hyatt
Hotels (USA), Sicmens,
Deutsche Telekom (Germany),
Sumitomo, NEC, Kia Motors
(South Korea), ...

- Suharto’s Wealth
~Born in 1921 in the country- @
side, Suharto is one of the ten =

Suharte’s family
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pres1dent for the seventh time - every
time - without a rival candidate.
' Suharto s power was based on his
_mlht'lry apparatus, It was equipped
‘by the western powers who support-
ed Suharto’s regime as a strategic bul-
wark of western imperialist interests
against the spread of ¢ commumsm in
the region.
In the 1970s, Suharto was confront—

ed with a growing movement of.
resistance. In 1973/74 as well as in *

‘A programme for
struggle!

@ Full democratic rights for ail! -

© The right for the working peo-
ble, the oppressed and the youth to
organise freely in trade unions, par-
ties and other organisations!

© For democratic action commit-
tees in all areas, linked together in
stractures which can form the basis
for a new, fully democratic political
system. ‘The working people, the
oppressed and the youth must elect
their own representatives who can
run the economy and society!

@ Dzssolve qil mstrumcnts of
repressmnf B

) For the right of full self-determi-
nation  for all peoples W:thm
Indonesxai

@ Noto the 1mpernahst IME and its
programmes. Open the books of the
capitalists to show whcre ali the
money 1s‘

'@ Nationalise, under democratic
workers’ control, the property of
Suharto and " his f’imliy the "banks
and the 54 largest compames who
control the economy and exploxt
the Indonesmn masses. N

@ TFor a democratic socialist
Indonesia which can setan example
to the youth and working people
around the world, as a real aiterna-
tive to capitalism!

the revolution has begun

Protesters st the Indonesian Embassy in London, Britain, May 29th 1997
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‘1978, ma551ve student movements

'_took placc, the social bases of which
avere ‘scctions ‘of -the ‘intelligentsia’
-and of the bourgeoisie. In the 1980s,

-along w1t11 the advance of industrial- -

-isation, workers started to organise
.:themsclvcs Strikes for better pay and
'.jbf:ttcr working conditions took place

'-_and theré -were attempts to launch

genuine independent unions.

With the: launching of the PRD in
1994, a broad, left organisation com- -’
bining different social strata.was.
established. Within it were ranked-

numerous ardent, self- -sacrificing rev-

olutionaries. But of key importance

to the further development of soci-
ety;’ especxally as 4 revolution gathers
momentum, is:a party with a clear

- analysis, programme -and tactics for
making conscious all the uncon-.-

'scious strivings of the working class.
To. put an end to exploitation and

oppressmn in Indonesift it is neces-,
.8ary to combiie rcvolutionary prac--
tice with Marxist theory anci to learn |

from history:,

The task of Marxists 15 to devclop '

appropriate slogans - and demands
which take into consideration the

42
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needs of the pédptcs'_éi'i.}d wh;chat the

same time forge links to a socialist
change in society - a transitionai pro-
gramme. It is not enough to develop
a programme and leave it.at that. It
has to be permanently. revised and
suited to the level of consciousness
of the participants in the movement,

__Conscnousness during such a move-
* ment often changes rapldly

AL ti‘ansmonql programme such as
that put forward in thesé pages, must

“be sub;cctcd to scrutiny and detailed
.discussion. It has to explain why the
“capitalist system has to be over-

thrown and how a new social system
can be built up. A socialist revolution
is not a coup; it is not carried out by
a handful of heavily-armed cadres
but is supported by the majority of
the active populatjon. Different parts

‘of the exploited and oppressed pop-

ulauon will inevitably participate in

-it-the peasants, the poor in the citics
‘and in rural areas and the working
‘class. Nevertheless, it is wotkers who

have - the greatest experience in
working together and : organising

“resistance. They will play the leading

role in a socialist revolution.

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution *

The working class is a strong for(fé_

.even in economically underdevel-
- oped countrics. In Indonesia 40 mll--
- lion people - that is 20% of the pop

lation - belong to the working class,:
To organise the working class and’ all
oppressed layers in this struggle and‘

. to lead a revolt to a successful con-
 clusion, the ‘subjective factor' - that is_
‘1o say the revolutionary party -1 18
- vital. This party must be an organis
i tion which analyses and cxplams

what is happening, which leatiis

. from past events and from hlstory It

must be bold in its programmc and
its ideas and featless in action. '_
The revolutionary party must strwe‘

; to win the support of all strugglmg
'hyers in society. It must combine

evcryday demands | .and measures

-with the perspectwe of ch‘mgmg
: socxcty with the need for power. to

pass into the hands of Workers rep-

“resentatives and those of all the

oppressed in society. Only through a
struggle to end capitalism on a
national and international level can a
new, soc1aiist woﬂd be bullt o







Endones:a

~a Revol

“The dramatic events of May 1998
in Indonesia have had, and will
conttinue to have, enormous

- repercussions  in Asia
‘throughout the woxrld. They con-
stitute a revolution begun. The
removal from power of the

- longest ruling despot in Asia by a
mass movement in itself was a
-revolutionary event.

“In ordinary times,...history is made -

by specialists in that line of business -
- Kings, ministers, bureaucrats, parlia-
mentarians, journalists,”  writes
Trotsky, who together with Lenin, fed

* the successful bid for power by.the,

working class of Petrograd in October
_1917.:*But at those crucial moments

when the “old . order becomes .no
,-Ionger endurable to the masses, they
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him a seventh fiveyear term as head
of one of the most brutal regimes in

had occupzed the very: parliament

history. Students in their thousands -
and

building where he had been ‘re-elect: -

ed’ and declared their determination
not to move until the dictator had
gone. '

The apparently all-powerful edifice.
had crumbled. The army had been .

riven with division. The head of the

tame Golkar ruling party, now rapidly

disintegrating, had been urging
Suharto to step down before the mass-
es took things totally into their own
hands. Ex-generals and government
ministers had been adding their voic-
es to the millions demanding an end
to his rule. Now nothing will ever be

. the same in Indonesia. The floodgates
:had been opened,”
Today, a month aftcr the tamous_ ;
._three-minute res:gnanon spccch of
. Suharto, the vast network of his crony
_capitalism :is" stxlI unraveiimg The:
_speed and scope with which this has .-
'._-_been happening is a measure of the -
.- intensity. of the revoiutlonary forces ..
unleashed by the cconomic -'devastq-.

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revoiution

: Demonstration a8ainst price rises in Jakarts, Septeember 1998

ccountry and the bitter

any of the str;cken Asian economies.

-Ncwly
-Indones:a enjoyed at ie_st i'two_

The wave of strikes and workers’
demonstrations that has followed the

:downfall of Suharto: have “already

begun to change the, Class character of

the, revolutionary 'process_ that- has

been set off by the victory of a move-
ment led primarily by students. A
period has been:opened up which
puts the . programme’ of ‘socialism
firmly on the agend'i The long- -suffer:
ing population of Indonesia is beset
by a myriad of somal and f:(__:o__n_omlc___
problems that cannot be solved on:
the basis of capitalism. Cou

The background to this implosion of:
a once glt-powerful regime was. the:
economic catastrophe that had hit the ;
‘remedies’
demanded by the IMF, 1t was also the:
main impetus to the mass protests:

that had been developing since the
beginning of the year. The crisis,’
- known locally as . ‘Krismon’ sinceits
' f1rst cxpresston was in the clurencY :

meltdown of 1997, now involyes the.
biggest industrial collapse suffcred by

\Vhilc not ‘one; of ‘the ‘T;gcr
Industmﬂhsed ‘Coun




decades of relatively healthy growth -

around 7% per annum. Now it is the

country that has been hardest hit by.

the generalised crisis in East Asia - a

crisis of over- borrowlng and over-pro-.

duction. The . economic crisis. in
Indonesra rapidly sparked off 2 social

and polltieal crisis. Under Suharto,
the working . . population of the

world’s fourth most populous coun-
- try was being asked to shoulder the

- full burden of the collapse. The cur-
rency had. fallen by, 70%, prices had
more than - doubled and factories

were closing therr doors to miltions

of workers. Life became intolerable
and the insatiable greed of the ruling _
clique became insupportable An

eprosion of. revolt was inevitabie

The Asian crisis is far from over. It_':
now threatens to drag the world

- economy into an actual slump of *29-

31 pgoporti_ons (See CWI1 statements
on the global economic crisis) Japan

has gone into recession and curren-
cies and shares continue their down-
ward slide, with little  respite.

Similarly, the economic, social and
political crisis in Indonesia is far from
over. Its depth rules out the perspec-

. tive of a period of stable democracy
-under capitalism. . The . sitnation

remains very much as the London ‘
'Financial Times described it two days.
“An .‘

- after Suharto 'S, resignation
- Unfinished Revolution

' NATURE OF
REVOLUTION

"Revolution is not the same t'hing as‘:
. insurrection Itis not one act, pIanned_,
“and organised by a revolutionary

party but a process that unfolds over a

period of time, It is marked by key
events which can be seen as turning
points_or.‘points of no, return’. The
downfall of Suharto, was a.one such

event - WorId shaking in its repercus-

sions but part of a process which will
still take many new turns and twists.

It was the culmination of a largely ‘

spontancous and barely coordinated
movement ‘which, nevertheless,

demands a painstaking analysis. CThis

statement should. be considered in
conjunction with material that has

CWIil statement

aIready appeared in Socialism Today -

the journal of the Brmsh section of
the CWL)

Two of Lenin’s four famous condi- .
tions for the successful overthrow of |
capitalism and Iandlordism had devel-
oped to breaking pomt Irreparable_
splits had opened at the top of sociefy.
and there was a ferment of revolt on
. the pact of the middle layers, These

.. were a reflection of the enormous -
pressure that had built up against the

paredness of the Workrng : class to:." !
enter’a fight to the finish and 4 revo- -
lutro_nary Icadershrp known.and truse-

ed by.a large section of the masses :

majorrty ~of . industrial’ worker
remained’. observers and supporters

rather than active participants in. the
movement. “The' _subjective factor’ - -
the most’ crucial - is the party which,-_
understands’ elearly the fin¢'of march. .
of events and can harness the. revolu-"

tlonary energy ‘of . the ‘masses for: a
concerted bid for power, Without it, a
tevolutionary crisis can end in

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

. Suharto signs IMF. agreemenr

counter revolutron or at best a period
of stalemate - of inconcluswe but bit-
ter struggle between progressive
forces and those of outright reaction.
Many of the elements of revolution
were present. in ‘the movement’ ‘that

-.resulted in the resrgnatron of one-of
‘the world’s most. powerful and richest |

men, AIthough this did not, in :tsclf
eonsutute 4 socral revolution, the pre-
reqursrtes for. one w:ll undoubtediy .
mature over: the eommg months and :

' SPLITS AT THE TOP e
A crisis in ‘society is reflected in a crla
sis of confidence ‘at the very top and '

-:-_dmsrons of opinion on how to pro-
sceed, Things reach the point where a
were only beginning to-d"velop The

ruling layer cannot continue to rule in

. the. cold - way.  Its frailty. becomes
' _xposed often as the result of some
- n'atural or man- made ealamity

'-faminc, war, politrcal scandal or even
.. panic run on a country’s’ “banks;

Then some of its representatives Wlll

. :start 10 demand the most brutal’ mea-
SUres to stem the tide of revolution

Others ‘will be in favour of reform of
concessions in order to stay at the




heélm and: avmd total shrpwreck for._.

their system

The splits at the top of Indonesmn'

socicty became plam for all to see as
the: regime lurched ‘between repres-

sion and coficession. At first it reacted
to revolt from below in ‘its habitual;
manner with the cleployment of brute
foree to repress the movement. Then -
it switched to. appealrng to student :
leaders to come and “dialogue’ ‘with

repie entatrves ‘of: the government -
mini €rs

regim 'of' h _"Sliharto farnlly Some:-.:':_

army. commanders (who ‘also ‘control
the pohce) began dee]armg that stu-

dents “had the right to" demonstrate’

even:outside the campusces, they rep-
resented the true conscience of the
nation and so'on. Others continued to
order thelir troops'to come dowi hard
- to use tear-gas, rubber bullets and

water cannon ‘on occasion with fatal

'results

generais ervrl servants -':

CWI statement

The - fratermsatron ;) by
demonstrators, puttrng roses in the
barrels of the soldiers’ guns, was obvi-

-ously @ dehberate imitation 'of the
“actions.’of the masses .in Portugai in
1974 after the mass defection by the
army :from the snmlariy crurnbhng'
- dictatorship of Caetano. As time went -
“on, it was only the most battle- hard-
~ened-divisions like the hated Kostrad_,fi
division, headed by Subarto’s son-in-"-
:law, Prabowo_Subianto; ‘who were -
B -3:'prepared o fire on peaceful demon-'-
trators. /General . Wiranto, ! eomman—_'-_
.+ der of the armed forces - ABRI - was .-

".only too aware that’ sooner ‘or later
- . the ranks would refuse to obey orders
_3.'__31to defend the Suharto regrme from"
- the masses, :

“This was. not 1965 66 when over a:
‘miltion sympathisers ‘of communism
‘were slaughtered by the army under.
“-Suharto’s command. Nor was it 1989

in Beijing, China, when innocent stu-
dents pleading for democracy were

mown down by the tanks of a then-
powerful Stalinist dictatorship. “We
didn't want a Tiananmen Square ift

Jakarta®, said tank ‘platoon léader,

Tiananmen Square massacre, June 1989
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stadent.

the' presidennal palace that day.” ¢

Lreutcnant Mrsyanto asmgned to;_"
: guard the National Monument near“

Warned all’ my soldiers, ‘Dont shoot;i

outr’ people
wouldn’t”. (Newsweek_]une 1.

“And ‘theéy 'knew We,f-

Lenin points t6 the ‘neéd “for the'"
forces of the state to At least be heu:”
tralised, “and, at ‘best, won over to the '
side " of "the! revolution’ through"
appéals t0 ‘the ordmary soldiérs wha
are themselves drawn from the'ranks

of ‘the’ Workmg class an

property re]atrons, nevertheiess ] rev~

theé “poor,
Altliough' in M'ry of thns year in.
Indonesra as Yet there was no threat'

olution was underway in“that ordi-

of Suharto ] closest defenders in the
past, was now workmg otit how to

effect the final ‘coup’de grace’ “that -

. nary peopie demanding change wereﬂ
- about to depose @ dictator, Before the
: end of Aprr! ex- gencrats were already:
coming out openl)r for Suharfo'to’ step .
. down. General Wiranto himself, oné" -

would allow state power to be trans- "

fetred into ‘more rehable hands from
the’ point of vrew _of the eaprtahst'?

elass R

MlDDLE LAYERS

The second ‘condition for ‘revohition’
thit Lenin outlinéd was a’ ferment in

_ the intermediate ’ layers of soelety,"_

becoming disaffécied With the ruléers

but unsure who can offer a way out of
ts ‘themselves -
are from this layer They certarnly“-.
" lacked nothmg when it came to révo-

the crisis. The stud

lutionary ardour: ’I'hey invaded radio’’

and TV’ statrons burned efflgxes ‘and.’
stamped on portrfuts of the’ dietator

The}r were featless and prepared fora b
© fight to the finish. Even 10w, a month.

after Suahrro has gone students are

still seer’ demonstratmg outside the"

parliamerit building: Only today it 1s_""‘

H1b1b1es i resrgnatron

Cthey ar

eleetrons and ‘total reform

I ‘mid-April, in’ Indonesra, broader]‘
and broader fayess of the population’

wete expressing their’ support for thef‘
demands of the students and partic-

pating in the protests. Professors,




teachers and other academics were
‘taking the platform at university
demonstrations to declare their alle-
giance to the students’ cause. Earlier
in the year, famous artists, actors and
writers had held their own protcsts
outside the ' parliament building,
demanding fair elections and no re-
election of Suharto. They had ‘been
attacked by the police and a number
of them arrested. The coming over to
-outright opposition ‘on - the part of
such ‘professional’ layers can' be an
important indicator of a ‘revolution-
ary’ change in attitude, especially
since dictatorships tend to insist on
101% loyalty from this layer. -

This is by 110 means the first time in
history that a movement of revolt led
by students ‘and intellectnals has
shown the:capacity to bring down
governments. In 1960 in South Korea,
for example, 'an almost exclusively
student uprising brought down the
US-backed regime of Sygman :Rhee.
However, not going further and
involving the working class in & strug-
gle dgainst private’ ownership of
industry and land, the way ‘was left
open ‘for another bloody 'dictator,
-Park o take 1115 place :

woaxmc.}c;.Ass

‘The:movement in’ Indonesn thls year::}:
‘also in: Iarge part 1acked the third: "
=ob;ect1ve factor - necessary for:a suc-
‘cessful: social. revolution. - It is ‘the"

“entry of the working class into all-out
-action as:a class, No longer prepared

‘o live in the old way, they.decide to s ; .

Unlvermt} of Indonesm Here, on- M'iy-i'-'
st
i_’movement amongst students vicious- -

-engage: the ruling class ina flght to -

the_finish, In France in “May 1968 a

1y repressed’ by the CRS riot police,

s

respect ‘the May events in Indonesia

class can.:

“There are a number of reasons for :
this, Not least.was (he fact.that the -

majority of even-the most active and
‘conscious’ students did not expect

“itors,

unleashed:a 10, m:lhon strong general i
rike which came near to ending the -
rule of -capital in Europe: In this

- strike action,
30 yeass ]ater lacked that decisive ele-
‘ment that can. gwe a socmhst charac-
ter to'a movement ina way no other :
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the working class to join in and did
not make a call for & political general
strike. They have traditionally felt it is
their responsibility in society to fight
on behalf of the oppressed and pover-
ty-stricken for-justice and 2 -better
deal: They ‘featured in their struggle
the issues that most-affected workers
like the drastic increase in the cost of
the nine basic necessities of life. They
invited ‘workers to the  campus
demonstrations, which they attended
in ever larger numbers. Nurses and
doctors who came to express their
solidarity -and listen ‘to the rousing
songs and speeches were joined by
bus and taxi drivers and workers f:om
the textile and shoe factories. -

In discussions with international vis-
“Indonesian’ workers ~would
make it clear they knew . exactly who
their enemy was; their boss was often
a felative or at least a crony of the 'old
dictator. They thought opening their
companies® books to inspection was'a
iiice idea'but the bosses‘would never
agree to it. They atso liked the idea of
social ownérship and democratic con-
trol'by workers’ representatives - the

socialist alternative to miaking ‘the

- workers -pay:for the.bosses': crisis.
: ”'They saw their struggle for more pay -
- than the 5,750 rupiah mir
asa struggie again

t the whole ¢ gang."

30: factory :

Many of them Were already preparmg

. Workers are dec151ve to tne Vletory

. of socialism beeause of. the" ay their
iconseiousncss is formed ‘-
- process of collecnve work and coHee-
-tive protest. They see an injury to one
as an injury to all: History shows them -

as the most progressive class in soci-
ety. Their collective experience and

indonesia -
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‘consciousness give them the capacity

to build a new society - to draw up

“plans in accordance with the needs of

ordinary people and organise produc-
tion cooperatively.

The Indonesian working class has
shown its combativity and prepared-
ness to struggle on many occasions
over the ‘70s, '80s and "90s. In March
of this year there were already some
big strike striggles in progress - of
building workers, bank-workers,
transport workers and civil servants,

But this May, while longing to escape

from their invidious position, teeter-
ing on the edge of destitution, they
undoubtedly feared the ~conse-
quences of entering into’ a polmcal
general strike,

Weighing on their minds and hold-
ing them back must have been the
fear that this would lead inevitably to
sackings but no new jobs would be
available for them. Secondly they
must have dreaded that coming into a
head-on conflict with Suharto’s mili-
tary regime wotld mean a repetition
of the bloadbath of 1965-66 that had
brought him to power. A workers’
party with a revolutionary leadership

- would -see it as-its main- task to

counter these fears and conduct ‘a

“massive campalgn to give workers the
7 necessary. confidence: to flght’ It

Workers. Wholeheartedly supported_
‘the students -and-their fight to end-

would point to all the factors which
ndicate how weak the enemy really is
nd - all:the factors ‘which “serve -to

"i;mte the! movement agatnst it and
R give xt strength :

w that the predonlinantly student

-movement has broken the Iog jam it
de[eg'mons from the:
nearby industrial area of ‘I"mgerang_' :
'atte ded - four-hour ‘forum .on the -
1€ 11EXL day they, p'lrtlelpat-'
edi in a_}omt student and Worker raIly -

has’. ‘given Workers a huge access of
Confldence One demonstr'mon in

.__iYogyakarta towards the end of May
‘was ‘over ‘a milhon-strong ‘Tens’of
"-'thousands of workers have moved
~onto the s scene. In the' mdustmai city if
.Sut:'tbaya, in the first. week of June
~—strikes and Workf_‘rSI marches were a
- daily. occurrence. "Elsewhere, strikes
: broke outina. number of important -
_'=compan1es 111cludmg Geruda, the cri-
‘sis-ridden national airline. 'Workers
took to the strects dem’tndmg wage

rises and an end to redundancies. This
wave of Iabour protests and strikes,




seen as just a prelude to even greater
unrest. by Jakarta currency traders,
prompted one of them to comment to
a journalist: “This is more serious than
the student protests!”. .

URBAN POOR
In the early stages, workers clinging
to jobs may hesitate, pondering ali the
issues and. weighing up the risks of
getting involved. But the most. down-
trodden -sections can . erupt into
action -before them. A sudden price
rise that, makes . the .difference
between surviving and, going under
can be what propels them into action.
They will lash out, wreaking revenge
:0On .4 system to which they feel no
allegicnce, which gives them nothing,

The small traders, small farmers and
the vast layers of urban poor can con-
stitute some of the most fearless fight-
ers. They have often built guite pow-
erful organisations and identified
their struggle with that of the -stu-
dents and workers. They suffer daily
harassment by the forces of the state
as they are often forced to cross the
horders of legality in order to scrape a
living or build some kind of ram-
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- shackle home,

It would be wrong to 1deallsc the

-urban poor as a homogenous revolu-
-tionary force, without recognising its

backward, lumpen and. openly racist
layers, Some of the hunger riots start-
ed with raids on food shops but devel-
oped into violent attacks on all shops
and shop-keepers - who are predomi-
nantly ethnic Chinese, On many occa-
sions. - some say actually goaded by
the police - the anger of the most des-
perate was directed . against afl
Chinese. .. The student . activists
involved in organising - amongst the
urban peor, strongly condemned any
manifestations of racism and tried
hard to counter it in their leaflets and
propaganda.

It was clear, however, th'{t mfmy of
the buildings torched in the explo-
sion of . anger ‘on 13/14 May were
picked out as special targets. 120

branches of the Bank Central Asia, in

which two Suharto children had sub-
stantial shares, were buraned to the
ground. :Looters trashed and looted
warehouses belonging to Suharto’s
youngest son, Tommy, and gutted 2
mansion belonging to one of the pres-
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ident’s closest business associates,
Liem Sioe Liong, leaving behind an
angry message scrawled on a wall
‘THE SMALL PEOPLE
HAVE SUFFERED"!
Supermarkets became targets for peo-

ple who had no hope of buying the
basic necessities of life to.feed their

families. One newspaper .reported a

woman taking a basket of groceries
from a shopper, :saying . “You can
afford to get another one of _these, I
cannot even buy one!” :

The ranks of the urban poor lnve
been swelled by ‘refugees’ from .the
countryside where agro-businesses
have been forcing the poor farmers
off the land. They will include mil-
lions of industrial. workers thrown
out of work by the economic collapse
in.a country with not even a rudimen-
tary social benefit ‘safety net'. These
workers will have brought with them
the habits of thought engendercd by
capitalist production, . .

10 any revolution, upusmgs by thc

.urban or rural poor can act as a spark

for a more general movement of the
working class. It can embolden the

- fakarta bums, May 1998




working class and inflame their fight--
ing spirit. The working class - and in -
particular, its vanguard +:if it adopts a’

clear class programme, can in turn

inspire the ‘small people’ with' the

prospect of getting out of their mis-
ery: Taking land into public owner-

ship -would- be the only way to free -

them from the exigencies of the land-
owner andensure’low

of the urban poor can:become prey
for reactionary demagogues who can
whip them up and use them as foot

soldiers against the organised Work- :

mg class and the sociahst movement

LEADERSH!P
Elaborating *a “programme
accords with the needs of the situa-
tion' is precisely the role of ‘a revolu-

tionary : party. ‘The fourth: essential

ingredient for 4 successful revolution

against the dominating class is a lead- -
ership, like ‘that ‘of the Bolsheviks’
under Lenin in 1917, which is already-
known ‘and ‘trusted - by ‘a- significant

layer of the working class and under:
stands in advance the course that rev-

olution can take and what is at stake':
at every turn of events. It must be able:
to fashion; in a'dialogue with the::
masses, the ‘correct ‘slogans ‘of the
hour that will lead to the overthrow::
of the oppressor class as a whole, A"
revolutionary party must play the'role -

of mid-wife to the birth 6f a new $0Ci-

ety. v T
In-Indonesia: this May, ‘as in’ thc

course vof 80 ‘many revolutionary

upheavals in history, the subjective
factor was not sufficiently developed

to: be-able to see that ‘task ‘through.
There was no shortage of ‘personal -
courage displayed on the part of the

numberless student: fighters, : They

showed:themselves totally dedicated -
to the struggle, adopting the slogan:
“Democracy or death!” They tried to:
link up on a‘national level but were
severely hampered by their own inex-

perience: and ‘by-heavy state’ reépres-

rents.
Nationalising banks as well as indus-
try would lay the basis for providing
cheap -credit and ‘basic supplies so’
that: they - could begin -to “live ‘like’
human-beings. If not, of course, Iayers‘

that
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sion, ‘They bravely faced the massed
ranks of heavily armed troops when-
ever they tried to take their démon-

strations beyond the bounds of the -

campus. They made direct appeals to
them with leaflets: “Remove your uni-
forms; joini ‘with the peoplel” =

But their movement, like every seri-
ous opposition to Suharto, had suf-

fered a debilitating level of -surveil-

lance' and persecution over-a long

period of time: Many of the leaders of

SMID (the most radical of the' Suharto-

cra student organisations) and of the °

youthful PRD (the left-wing People’s
Democratic ‘Party) had either been
arrested ¢ or ‘*disappeared’

Alohg with the ‘union federation in

© which many ex-students had become
worker-organisers - the PPBI - and the:

organisation “of ‘small - farmers - the

STN, the SMID and the PRD had been’
banned ‘and the members dnven : :
Dlailon - Sukarno - ousted by Suharto after the:

undergfound: :
The! Ieader of a'moderate union fed—

eration - the SBSI - Mukhtar Pakpahan *

had also’ been “jailed. ‘Only : three

stooge government-approved parties -
were allowed to function and a ‘yel-...
low' union - the SPSL In a country that'
is nearly 90% Muslim, certain cultural
“the ‘time of  the rigged ‘Popular

and religious organisations were actu-

ally fostered by the regime. It would
use one or other of them, in a cymcal :
- remained rem'irkably sifent. Only
“dfter the murder of the six students at

and sometimes ruthless manner,: to

counter opposition movements. that -
might raise their heads - be they ‘com- .
'.May 12; did 'she feel compelled to ;
__appear in public to condemn the
“regime.'She continues to say very lit-
. ifle and “seems.'to. want to. wait for

" power to fall into hcrlap (Econonust ;

mumst

LIBERAL BOURGEOiS

Suk'trnopoutn had.also’ been hound-
ed by the mthry and accused of sub-
version. Megawati herself had: ‘been
ousted from the Ieadcrshlp of the PDI
by a _mlhtfu'y operation in. July of

ovei' 100. people, including members
of the PRD were killed and marny seri-
ously injured. Megawati, was seen by
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(kid--
napped).’ Inside these ‘organisations’:
there were uindoubtedly ‘'many who
aspired to revolution and to socialisin. *

‘socialist’ or even from’ W1th_
m the Muslim ‘fraternity’.

-strong
_Muhammadl)fa wh1ch under Suharto |
';--'was not allowed to dcvelop into 'my__?
'51gmf1cant pohtical force. Rais - per: '
~ sonally:seems to have survwed with- *;

11ch foilowed :

a large layer of the population, and -
many on the left as the only ‘figure
who might ‘be able to head a post
Suharto govermment. Her popularity:
stemmed from being the daughter of
the - first  president “of “Indonesia;

murder of (coincidentally) six gener-
als in 1965, (See account in ‘History of
PKF by-Australian CWI membeér, Paul
True.)

Today Megawati's support may well |
'ebbmg ‘Although she spoke out
vigorousiy for democratic elections at

Assembly’ In March, at the height of -
‘this : years protest movement, she |

the prestigious Trisakti University on |

Junel3). -
_ feIlow opposmon figure obvmus

1y anxious to fill Suharto’s shoes, is
Armeu Rais. He heads a 28 'mdhon- _
Muslim . organisation,” s

out serious persecution, probably
because his opposition to the regime
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was, at best, luke-warm. He had many
times let the dictator off the hook by -
lending him his support at the last -
minute. (Now he is calling for the
people to give his chosen successor a |
chance!). Even during the process.of |
choosing a president in March of this .
year, he withdrew his own candida- -

ture in favour of Suharto.
Once it became obvious to.the

world’s bourgeois that Suharto was |
no longer capable of protecting their :
investments and loan repayments, .
they locked to Rais as a safe alterna-
tive,: When a final show-down was -
planned: for May 20, with mass

demonstrations around the country
and a march on parliament in Jakarta,
he calted for a million of his members
to come onto the streets, Then, on the

morning of the day itself, he called his.
supporters not. to participate. His:
excuse? A supposed-‘tip-off from -an -
- the military -
deployed on the streets of the capital -
city would not stop at a bloody. reck-
oning. And this at a time when the -
army was almost totally -unusable.,

inside - source: that

against a mass movement. The shoot-

ings at Trisakti had been followed by .
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an explosion of anger in which hun-
dreds of people had died. The, ranks .
as welt as the tops of.the army, were .
now sick of. defc:ndlng the rcgzmc.

PEOPLE’S

DENMOCRATIC PARTY

{(PRD) . .
Big demonstrations st1ll went ahcad
in.major cities . like Surabaya and
Yogyakarta as the masses came onto .
the streets. The students around the
PRD and its tireless full-time workers -
correctly urged .workers to:down
tools and join. the struggle to bring
down the; dictatorship. Mobilisation .

- for a general strike is'an essential part..
. of preparing for a revolutionary over-

throw. On one day .they. dzstrxbuted_
100,000 leaflets. . ... - :
Moderate students. in the le'ldership_r
of the movement. opposed such a.
move, blocking the . distribution  of
material making. such calls for. joint
action with: workers, They checked -
the, credentials of .all. those going to
the parliament building and allowed
only-students to join the occupation.
They greeted Amien Rais and other
‘democratic’ leaders with enthusiasm -
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but .the more far-sighted: activists
around the PRD were. arguing -for.a
thorough-going form of democracy -
elected committees at every level .of
society to link up in a strugglc:for.:
“total democracy”.

Throughout . the movcment the
forces of the PRD had earned cnor- -
mous. respect for their energy and
self-sacrifice. The youthful activists of .
the PRD indeed regard themselves as
the most ‘consistent democrats’ in the. .
mould : of .the :illegal revolutionary .
Social Democrats of Russia before the
1917 revolution: Like them, they have
close links with workers in important .
factories and a fine record of helping :
to. organise . strikes -and -demonstra- .
tions for better wages and conditions. .
Dita  Sari .and . :other . trade union .
activists are In jail for such activity
and deserve all the support they can
get in their struggle for hberq and for
ajust society, .. - .. i .

A revoiunonary party must. inscribe
on its banner all the basic democratic -
rights. It must take up all the demands
of the. movement.for. freedom: of
speech: and assembly,: freedom: to .
organise and. to stand in elections; a.
free press and democratic .and fair
elections, : These rights are a. key
aspect. of the struggle. .Conquering .
them would represent a huge advance .
for the workers’ and students’ move-
ment. Democratic rights are not an

. end.in themselves but facilitate the ..

organising of. an:.effective . fight.:

. against capitalism. In today’s econom-.
. ic and social climate, it is going to be
. an uphill battle to -gain even partial
. demaocratic rights in Indonesia but

advantage must be ‘taken..of every
opening for bullding fighting orgam- ;
sations of labour. .
A collapsing Indonesian capltahsm
will-not allow workers to reap signifi-.

- cant tangible results from a so-called -
. demoecratic system. Unemployment.is

reaching the figure of .15 million, 31 -
million already. work less than .35

. hours :and 7.million less than. i4.

hours. Production is forecast to drop:

by 20% this year and inflation. reach ¥

85% on average, P :
The IMF ‘bail-out’ is not almed At




they. demand . the, resignation, of
Suharto’s ciose friend and successor -
Habrbie HIS regime is a regime of cri-
sis As @ worker on-one of the numer-
ous angry demonstratrons taking
place, throughout .the  country
exclarmed toan Internatronal Herald
Trrbune reporter -, “Money, money,
money. No work, no Habibie!”. (9
June). The new. presrdent could still
2O, down in. the history, books .as
‘Habibie the Brief! .

Hababre s family members have heen
rapidl}r divesting themselves of their
dlrectorships and the wifc .and sister
of army. Commander Wiranto have
ressgned as representatives in the 50-
called parhament . Wiranto is havmg
cliffrcuity holding to his promrse 10
protect Suharto and his six billionaire
children from the revenge of .the
masses, In this. task he has found an
ally. in unhkeiy quarters ‘Megawati
Sukarnopoutrr is appealing for them
to,be left alone! She and her farmly -
pamculady her father - have suffered
€NoLrmous perseeutron at the hands of
Suharto and his military but she does
not want to see the movement get out
of hand. She is showing her true
colouts as a staunch defender of the
existing system, even though :in the
guise of reformed market capitalism,

/As they chant rhythmically for ‘re-
for-masi’ and an end to crony capital-
ism, many of the students .imagine
there is a clerm, democratic form of
capitalrsm under Whreh everyone can
share in the prosperrty of society.
Thrs is an rllusion It has not been the
case in any, of the advanced capitalist
countries during boom perlods It is
hardly Iikely to, apply in a country
which is considercd by . most bour-
geais, observers to have * gone down
the pan”, as one of J akarta’s corporate
lawyers, put 1t (London Observer, 6
Juney.... .,

In 1984 Suharto was awarded an
mternatronal prize for, eirmmatrng
hunger and his survrval as the longest-
ruling head of state in Asia is partly
explained, by .relative improvements
of. this kind, ’Foday, reports indicate
that at least 58 mitlion of the 200 mil-
lion populatlon are, not assured of the
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s

minimum subsrstence of two rneals a
day and in some parts of the country
there is actual famine,

Any capitalists who take over from
the ‘cronies’, ‘will still be irying to
make a profit out of the sweated
labour of thc _working class, In the
context of economic coilapse and an
aroused Workmg class, they will be
trying to get the working class to

accept worse conditions. Foreign,

investors wil only be - persuaded’ toi
‘risk’ there eapttaI if the’ price:is Iow_ .
enough and if: labour ‘Costs are held
down. Private owners of industry and
the banks will resist cvery demand for

a blgger share in-a: shrinkmg ‘cake -

demands for sackings to -be ‘halted;

wages to be raised decent hohdays o
be. established etc; They wrll not want
strong organisations of the workers

to; be_built and: wdl support the c0n~

The experrence of mass movements PR
that have brought down drctators -
: ' : - -including Budnnan Slldj‘ltmlk() from
. inside prrson have argued’ that therel
e two ‘stages to the revolution. Th
'{flrst aim is to_ensure’ the’ com .
‘power of some. cmhtron, snvoivmg
o figures like Megawatr and Rais, as the
i forces of the prolet’trtat are_too. weak’;
““and lack the necessary political con~

mg or ownmg class in society, A capi-
talist class will allow only those mea-
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5 éniohst'rfitéd"théf;f
_frves their downfall, -

. Armed Forces commander, M?anto

sures of demoeracy that it has to tol
erate in order to avord berng over-
thrown. It will never allow the majos-
ity in society to make the decisrons in
a truly democrﬂtrc manner preersely
because it is in the minority. The
ma}orrty would decide to drstrlbute
wealth and property in a much more
equrtable fashion!

The struggle for genuine democr‘tcy

is mevrtabiy tied up with the struggle
foran end to «capitalist rule - for socral-

ism., Astrugg[e for ‘total reform’-or for

" Compiete democracy ‘without ‘mak-
“ing " this ‘clear will foster. d1ngerous

i[htstons in C'lplt’lIISl'ﬂ It must be seen.

by the activists themselves asa strug-
“gle for socialism. Nothlng short -of:

that will fulfil the aspirations ‘of the
workers and youth who are makmg &

revoiution today. These are mlportant_

issues to be discussed out m the ranks
of the PRD and the Wi(.!l’;‘.f

STAGES R i
Some of the leaders of the ‘PRD,.

sciousness to put their stamp on his-
tory. If these democratic leaders then




improvmg the 10t of the mass of the .
thc'_ '
incomes of the mtematsonal lenders

‘population . but . protecting -

and ‘investors. ('I'he ‘latest version
agreed with Habibie even ‘builds in’ a

massive: budget deficit ‘and double -

digit negat:ve growth 5) L1kersc,

_}apans addttional bﬂhons arc:aimed -
atensuring her. vast exports 10!
Indonesna can snli be financed. New

arrangements for. the repayment - of

Iine ‘of this deal ‘had ‘been’around

since January \Icanwhﬂe the econo-
my ‘has “deteriorated “to ‘the poiat

where debt rescheduling may no
longer be a sufficient cure”.

In this situation, the bosses will
demand sacrifice, sacrifice and yet
more sacrifice from the rest of the
population. The movement can forte
concessions from a regime, still’ reel-
ing from the force of the revolution-
ary upheavals but the achicvement of
thoroughgoing democracy or ‘total
reform’ _cannot be assured as long as
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éapitaiism survives. Basié’defmcratm
rights will be only partlaliy granted

‘and a constant battle will be’ taking
place t6 remove them. Real democra-
gy can; only exist where. expimtatmn
-of the majority by the minority. ‘has
. béen " ended. - Even - in . ‘advanced
“democracies’ in Europe or ‘the USA
-:__ordmary people are ‘not ‘allowed’ to
“participate 'in decision- makmg on-a
~ day to day basis. They can vote once
Indonesia’s massive ‘$80 billion for- ‘¢
eign debt are “not- cnough to stop the |
economy’s collapse” comments: the:
Financial Times of 5 June, “The out: . -

cvery few years for someone who will
do the dcczdmg but will have no con-

: troi over that rcprcsentatwe

and contfoi

_5would mean the regular. dn:ect clec-
~tion of representatives to. commlttces

like those envisaged by ‘the PRD “in
the workplace, the college, the office,
the village, the depot and even the
barracks. To be truly dcmocratzc thé
delegates would need to be remov-
able at any time that the pcople whao
chose. them deczdcd They should not
receive any extra pay or prwn{ege for
domg this job and Would therefore
not have a matcrxal reason for resist-
ing being removed! There would
necd to be clectlons from ‘these com-

- Megawati Sukarnopoutri
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mittees “to local and’ regional ‘and
national bodies where broader deci-
sions would be’taken about how to
run ‘society and the economy would
be made; This ‘is basicaily what the
soviets were and how'a government
of worker's and peasants or a socsalist
goverfiment would be elected.’

The democracy fighters around the
PRD correctly argued for the forma-
tion of councils to conduct the strug-
gle and an Independent Pcople 5
Council - to " réplice the ~“phoney
Pcoplcs Assembly’ (the MPR) ‘Such
bodies,” provided’ they were ‘free of
répresentatives “of “the exploiting
classes, could become the vehicles for
taking control in’ socxety and for cof-
structing anew, classiéss socmty That-
must be ‘the’ goal of the ‘movement.
Such'structires are not ‘compatible
with bourgeois rule. To be totally con-
sistent, ‘honest. ‘pro people rcvolu-
tionariés, cannot’ separate a: struggle.
for democracy from 4 struggle ‘for
socialism, - Capitalism, in’ whatevet
form,’is a difty, cxploitatlve business

-and ‘caii:only be protected by exclud-

ing ‘the masses from rcal declsion-
makmg :

DEMOCRATIC
‘CAPITALISM? -
The students’ demand for an end fo.
corrupuon, ‘collusion “and. nepotism
was” honourable and' truly reflected
the’ aspxrattons of the whole’ movc-

- ment. Corruptlon in Indonésia .was

second only ' to “that ‘of Nigeria,
Collusion ' Between big" business and
the Indonesian ‘military dictatorship
was an international 4s well as nation-
al phenomenon Nepotism was bla-
tant in the' inclusion of 4 number of
Suharto’s family m high office and in
their ‘ownérship of one fifth of the
country’s wealth. By some estimates,-
his immediate family was worth more
than the $43 billion promised: for
Indonesia by ‘the IMF - $46 ‘billion
according to’ an’ cstimatc by a US
researcher! :

- Asthe Rl éxtcnt of this web of

wealth ‘and ‘power is ‘revealed, the
anger of the impoverished mass of:; the
population is further inflamed.. Now




improving the lot of the mass of the
the.

‘population -but | protecting -
incomes of the international lenders
and " investors. ('I‘he latest version
agreed with Habibre even ‘builds in’ a
massive budget deficit and double
digit  ‘nepative growth’) erowrse

Japan’s. additional billions are aimed -
at . ‘ensuring her vast™ exports 1o
Indonesia can still be financed. New. '~
arrangements for the repayment of
Indonesia’s massive ‘$80 ‘billion for- .

eign debt are “not; enough to stop the

economy’s ; colIapse” ‘comments the-:

Financial Trmes of 5 }une “The out-
line of: ‘this deal “had’ been around

where debt rescheduling may no
longer be a sufficient cure”.

In this situation, the bosses will
demand sacrifice, sacnﬁce and yet
more sacrifice from the’ rest of the
population. The movernent can force
concessions from a regime still reel-
ing from the force of the revolution-
ary upheavals but the achievement of
thoroughgoing democracy or total
reform’ cannot be assured as long as

82

CWI statement

_"capltalisrn survives, Basrc democratrc
X rlghts ‘will be only partially granted
-.and a constant battle 'will be ‘taking
“place to remove them, Real democra-
“cy can only exist where explortatron
“of the majority by. the rmnority has

been -ended. - Even :in - advanced
democracies’ in Europe or the ‘USA,

;ordinary- people are not’ allowed 'to

participate in decision- making ‘on a
day to day. basis. They. can vote’ once

‘every few years for someone who will
*do the deciding but will have no con-
‘trol over that representatwe :

“‘Real: participation and control
. Wouid mean the regular dll‘CCt elec-
since }anuary Meanw[nle the TConge- .-
my -has “deteriorated o ‘the' point -

tiOl’l of. representatlves o, commrttees

Tike those envisaged by the PRD -'in

the workplace, the college, the office,
the village, the depot and even the
barracks. To be truly democratre the
delegates would need to be femov-
able at any time that the, ,people who
chose them decrded They should not
receive any extra pay or privilege for
doing this job and would therefore
not have 2 material reason for resist-
ing being removed! ’I‘here would
need to be elections from these com-

Megawati Sukarnopoutri
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mittées to loc¢al ‘and rtegional and
national bodies Where broader deci—
sions would be ‘taken ‘about. how to
run society dnd the economy would
be made, This is’ basrcaily ‘what the
soviets were and how' a government
of workers and peasants or a soclalist
government would be elected.”

The democracy fighters around the. :
PRD correétly argued for the forma-
tion of councils to conduct the strug-
gle and an Independent PeopIe S
Council ' to * replace 'the ~phoney
People’s Assembly (the’ MPR) ‘Such
bodies, provided’ they were free of
represéntatives ‘of ‘the exploiting
classes could become the Vehicies for
taking control in society and for con-
structing 4 4 new, classless soc1ety That
must be’ ‘the goal of the movement.
Suc_h structures are rot compatible
with bourgeos rule. To be totally con-
sistent, honést pro pcoplc revolu-
tionaries. cannot ‘'separatc a- struggle‘
for democracy from a struggIe for
socialism. ‘ Capitalism in’ whatever
form, is a dirtg, exploitatwe business

-and can only be protected by exclud-

ing ‘the masses from real dec1sron-
makmg

DEMOGHATIC

CAPITALISM? O
The students demand  for an end to
corrupt;on, collusion' and . nepotism
was- honourable and’ truly reflected
the ‘aspirations of the whole move-

- ment. Corruption in Indonesia was

second onl}r to “that ‘of Nagerla
Collusion bétween big business and
the Indonesian - miiitafy dlctatorship
was an international as wélil as nation-
ai phenomenon Nepotism was bla-
tant in the inclusior of 2 number of
Suharto’s family in high office and in
their ownership of one fifth of the
country's wedlth, By some estimates,-
his immediate family was worth more
than the $43 billion promlsedq for
Indonesia by ‘the 'IMF - $46 ‘billion
according ‘to an estlmate by a US
reseatcher! ©

- As“the’ full ‘extent of thrs Web .of

wealth and power is ‘revealed, -the
anger of thé impoverished mass of the
population is further inflamed..Now




they . demand. the. resignation . of
Suharto 5 close frrend and suecessor -
Habrbie His regime is a regime of cri-
srs As a worker on one of the numer-
ous angty . demonstratrons taking
place throughout the country
exclazmed o an, International Herald
Trrbune reporter ;- “Money, mongcy,
money. ‘No_work, no Habibie!” - (9
June). The new presrdent could, still
go.. down in the history, books .48
‘Habrbie the Briefl ., ..

Habrbre s family members havc been
rapicliy divesting themselves of their
dtrectorships and the wife and sister
of .army Commandcr Wiranto. have
resrgned as representatives in the S0-
calted parliament, Wiranto is “having
dlffleulty holding to his promise to
protect Suharto and his six brlllonalrc
chlldren from the revenge of the
masses. In this task_he has found an
ally in unlikely quarters Megawatl
Sukarnopoutrr is appealing for them
to be left alone! She and her famlly -
partrculaﬂy her father have suffered
Enermous perseeutron at the hands of
Suharto and his mrlitary but she does
not Want to see the movement get out
of hand. She is showing her, true
colours as a staunch defender of the
existing system, even though .in the
guise of reformed market capitalism,

.As they, chant rhythmrcally for ‘re-
for—ma 8L’ and an end to ¢crony capital-
ism, many of, the students imagine
there is a Clean, demoeratrc form of
capitalrsm under which everyone can
share in the prosperity. of society.
’I’hts ls an 1llusion It has not been the
case in any of the advanced capitalist
countries during boom periods It is
hardly lrkely to apply in.a country
which is considered. by most_bour-
geois observers to have gone down
the pan” asonge of jakarta s corporate
lawyers put it (London Observer 6
June)

In 1984 Suharto ‘Was awarded an
mternatronal prize for eliminating
hunger and his survival as the longest-
ruling head of state in Asia is partly
explained by -relative improvements
of. this_kind. Today, reports indicate
that at least 58 million of the 200 mii-
lion populauon are not assured of the
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mmrmum subsrstence of two rne'tls a
dajr and in some parts of the country
there is aetuai famme

"Any. caprtalrsts Who take over from
the ‘cronies’, will still be trying to
make a profit out of the sweated
labour of the Workrng class. In the
context of economic collapse and an
aroused ‘working class, they will be
trying to get the Workmg class to

accept worse conditions. Foreign
investors will, only be: persuaded’ 10::
‘risk’ there capita[ if the price is low B
enough and if labour costs are held -
down. Private owners of mclustr}r and’
the banks will resist every demand for
a bigger share in a’ shrmkmg cake - .
demands for sackmgs to. be: halted

Wages to, be raised, decent holrdays to
be estabIrshed etc. 'I‘hey will not want

strong orgamsatrons of the workers
to. be built and: will: support the con-.
tmuatron of heavy repressron agamst

The experrence of _mass movements

that have brought down dictators -
the

revolution " in -
1986,

Phlhpprnes
the. democrac

if prtahsm su ives their downfall

s

fo proteeting the interests of the rul--

ing or owning class in society. A capi-
talist class will allow only those mea-
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o STAGES : ' :
‘Some of the leaders of the PRD
. including Budiman Sudjatmiko from
"_.'1n51de prison, have argued that there
are two stages to the tevol :
“first ‘aim is to ensure. the coming to
“power of some. coalition, involving:
democracy is. by no. means assured_ :

for example, or -
emernt; in. South ;
Korea ifn 1987 has demonstrated that:'-'

'.;-_-forees of the proletarrat _are 1
“and lack ‘the ‘necessary political con-

Armed Forces commander, Wiranto

sures of democracy that it has to tol-
erate in order to avoid being over-
thrown. It will never allow the major-
ity in society to make the decisions in
a truly demoeratrc manner preersel}r
because it is in the mmorrt; The
majorrt) would decide to drstrrbute
wealth and properq in @ much more
equitable fashion!

The struggle for genume demoeracy

s rnevrt’tbly tied up with the struggle
«for an end to capitalist rule - for social-
.-_1sm A struggle for ‘tatal reform’.or for.

complete democracy’ ‘without: mak-

‘ing -this ele'tr will foster dangerous
: _rlltlsrons in caprt'tllsm It must be seen
by the activists themselves as a strug-

gie for socrailsm Nothing short” of
that will fulfil the -aspirations of the.
workers and youth who' are makmg a

revolution today. These are important
“issues to be d1seussed outin the ranks_

of the PRD and the wtder rnovem :

utron The,

figures like Megaw'ltr and Rars, as the
0 Weak;

sciousness to put their stamp on his-
tory. If these democratic leaders then
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betray the aspirations of the move-
ment: for-democracy, he argues, the
PRD would go into opposition. The
party's manifesto actually argues for

bccommg “the opposition of the-"

future”,

disaster
At is one

victory. But it is another matter to, in
effect, give up in advance and regard
socialist demands as being premature.
The very crisis in society demands an
intransigent struggle for an immedi-
ate alternative. People’s Councils or
coalition governments that . involve
advocates of free market capitalism
will only draw those who represent
the warking class and urban and rural
poor into a trap. They will end up
demobilising their .own forces and
lending support to a regime that will,
by its very nature, betray even their
most modest demands and aspira-
tions.

Lenin, and 'I‘rotsky urged those Who
aspire to lead the working class not
only to ensure its forces are kept sep-
arate and distinct from those of alien
classes but also to avoid even. tempo-
rary governmental alliances with
them ‘at all costs. The famous April
Thesis was a strident denunciation of
the idea that the: representatives. of
capital should be allowed to make the
runping for years to come while the
working class “matured”. . Lenin
argued strenuously for an immediate
struggle to win support for the idea of
a workers’ government and not a
coalitibn with the political represen-
tatives of the ‘democratic’ bourgeois.
The Mensheviks ruled on behalf of a

feeble and dependent Russian capital-

ist class ‘was tied into the imperialist
war. Without breaking -with capital-
ism, it would be impossible to fulfil

successful socialist revolutmn11_
'_._.:_'tory, was adopted by the Comintern
mg to have a reahstic per— i
spective ‘that, this’ time round, the_{f;
forces of the. socialist. revolutmn may;:
notbe suffi_qien_tly strong to lead to
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the demands of the Workers and poor

peasants who had made the February

revolution - bread, peace and land!
The theory of permanent revolution

- elaborated by ‘Trotsky - even 'before
' this time_had ‘been that, under’ the

“There is a b;g difference betweenﬁ]':
disccrnmg stages or phases inarevo:
lution and. arguing that the task .of < -
struggling  for’ ‘genuine. democraey-_
should be separated from the task of ~
ending capitalist rule, Mistaking per- -
spectives for. programme can Iead to"_ :

leadership of the.'_workln class; ‘the

_bourgeois demo atic: revolution in a

':_-an' uninterruptcd Way mto the "'oc:al~.
“ist'revolution. The ‘two stages’

heory,
rejected by the Teaders-of ‘the only
his-

under Stalin: It was used asd theoreti—

cal: cover for: Stalms 'support “for
_'__Chiang Kai- shek in thc_:mld-1920s
“This ended if such’ tragedy whin the

workers could have struggied’ inde-
pendently and taken power in 1927. .
... It.-was applied again at.the time of
the Cwll War in Spain and delivered
the revolutionary proletariat of that
country into the hands. of the. bour;
geois democratxc republicans The lat-
ter, coming as they did from the same
class stable as Pranco, ultimately. pre-
ferred the rule of fascists. to that of
workers. and poor. peasants TR

Indonesian history holds one of the
worst examples of the application of
Popular Frontism - :a policy which
stems from the theory of two stages. It
was.collaboration with the bourgeois
bonapartist government. of Sukarno
that was so fateful for ;the powerfui
Communist Party in the '60s. It was
because of this, that it -was. then, [in
1965, unable to mobilise  indepen-
dently against . the forces of Suharto
who carried out the horrific massacre
of over a mllhon of its members and
supporters o :

It is. wrong to. 1magine that every
layer involved in a movement against
dictatorship is in fayour of a just and
fair society, . Reprcsentatwes of .the
capitalist class can fight for ‘democra—
cy’ and a clearing out of ‘cronyism’
only in order to give themselves more
scope, for reaping.profits out of the
labour. of the working ciass. Fighting
for every democratic reform, revolu-
tionanes can enter into only tempo-
rary alliances with pro-capitalist
politicians and even then keeping
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T rorsﬁj/, e/aboratar of the theory of

) permanent feyo/ut.ran
theu‘ forces entu‘ely mdependent and
intact, The Workmg class and ‘other
oppressed layers ‘must be urged to
develop their own forces and struggle
indepcndent[}' for control over then‘
own lives, "

n Indonesm concretely this means
no truck with the idea of a People s
Front involving avowed supporters of
the cap[talist order. Along - swith
Megawatl, Amien Rais is an open sup-
porter 'of ‘market capmhsm ‘In an
interview pubhshed in "the Far
Eastern Economic Review (May 14)
he also explamed that there was no
alterngtive to the deaI wwith the IMF,
which he ¢alls a’ necessary evil”.

’ic struggle in Indonesia today can-

not be llmlted democratlc
demands, in order to 'lllow fora pe_rl_-_
od of capitalist development

Capxtahsm can, only continue in
Indonesia by demandmg yet more
sacrlfzces from the workmg chss, the ‘
peasantry and the urban poor. But it
can be seen by the sweep of the move-
ment still contmumg, that these layers
do not want to glve up the momen-
tum’ of their struggle for fear that
reaction will once again get the upper
hand. It is the duty of revolutiomry
socialists to draw up a programme
that wﬂl accord with the needs and
aspirations “of the oppresseci ‘classes
and lead to a lasting victory of the rev-
olution already begun, '
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FIGHTING

PROGRAMME - FOR
DENMIOCRACY AND '
SOCIALISM

Each day, more and more concessions'
are being made by a regime conscious
of its fragility in the face of a popula-
tion “aroused. In themselves, they
demonstrate what a revolution is
good for and how a regime thteat—
ened with revolution will scramble to
make reforms but none’ of the ‘mea-
sures Habxbie has taken _until’ now
goes far enough His ‘transrtronal’ gov-
ernment Wiil contrnue to be. raekecl
by crisis N :
:Or gmallv prormsmg a general elec-'
tion for the‘end of 1999, Habibie has
brought the date forward 1o May of
next year, promising changes in elec-
toral law. Invasions and occupatlons
of town halls and other. government
buildmgs mdicate that the eleetorate
is not satrsfted ‘with the removal of
Suharto from their lives. They want ali
the mini Suhartoes in the form of the
. local governors to follow himl o
Such an aroused movement is
unlikely to accept a year's. _delay
before people can, freely. elect. new
representatives. They know reactron
is waiting for the movement to coal
and will try to use the time to regroup
its own forces They want to clear out
the old stooge pariiament and geta
.new constitution. An eiectoral com-
mission, a ‘triumyirate’ or even a con-
stituent assembly put together by the
old ryling layer will not satisfy theu‘_
demands
At the time of, the March s;ttmg of
the hand- prcked MPR ‘Representatwe
Assembly’ which voted Suharto back
in power, demands were made for an
alternative form of eleetions Long
before the mass protests developed
this year, the PRD was making its cail
for People’s Councrls Direct forms of
representation involving workers and
other oppressed layers, students and
‘professionals’ through workplaces
neighbourhoods, . colleges = would
form a real alternattve to the old state
structures. The idea shouid be reject-
ed of involying in sueh bodies even
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apparently progressive representa-
tives of the bourgeoisie. They will end
up defending the empl_oyers ‘afid
land-owners' ‘fundamental’ rights “to
continue exploiting the labour of oth-
ers. ‘Independent’, ‘sovereign’ bodics,
to draw up 2 new ‘constituiion and so
oh, must be mdependent of the class
that has ruled and ruined.” '

Immediate, democratic and free
elections are needed to an’assembly
which can decide on a’ ‘constitution
that will - guarantee the rile of’ ‘the
majority in society ‘a truly democrat-
ic governiment’ of workers' and poor
people s representatives '

“In response ‘to'one of the most vocif-
erous demands of the movement for
Sdharto ‘and his famrlv to be puit on
trial; Habibie has been advised by
former economics mlmster toset up a
“Philippinés- style government body
to conduct'a probe dnd deal with
complaints - “The sooner'the bet-
ter..Then 'we can say: Stop, ‘people,
we have a committee to deal’ with if"!
But any such body will not see things
in the same light as those who have
been persecuted by the drctatorship '

“There are 1.4 million people whose
ideritity cards brand them as ex:politi-
cal prisoners. There are tens of il-
lions who have been exploited direct-
ly by Suharto and his cronies: in their
factories; it their timber yards or on
therr laud There are seores of mrl—
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lidhs moré who have sufféréd horrific
depnvauon asa result of the rntolera-
ble rakes “and price ‘rises that their
greed for'profit has dictated. “AImost
all Indonesnns now resent Suharto'in
one’respect; they feel robbed"
(Economist, June ) "
Nothmg is selling faster in‘Tndonesia
than photocopres of the latest revela-
tions ‘about the top’ f'um!ys inyolve-
ment in over 1, 200 companies, They
Were making vast fortunes out ‘of
everythmg from hotels to télecomms,
cats, toll foads and cloves.' A’ Suharto
grandson was even trying to get a dis-
tribution' monapoly for school shoes!
Those whd' have lived 'in ‘outright
poverty to'feed this ‘Kitig of Thieves'
and his brood will want them given
the harshest’ of “punishment, ~The
other thteves around hun WIEI tr)' to
let hrm off the hook. '
“Suharto, his farnily and other cronies
should stand trial before 4 peoples
court made up of elected representa-
tivés ‘of workers, studenits ‘and other
consistent opponents of the regime.
As demanded by the movement, all
thelr assets, and those of the multina-
tionals they did deals with, should be
taken over by the state. Elected com-
mittees from' the employees of their
enterprises banks and estates should
have: control over tunning them for
the genieral benefit of society. | '
Frrends re!atrves and comrades of




imprisoned opponents of the regime -
staged 'mass pickets outside the iioto-
rious Cipinang and other jails. One by’

one, their doors have begun to open.
First:to be released -were the moder-
ate, pro-capitalist opponents ‘of dicta-

torship - Mukhtar Pakpahan, leader of -

the SBSI-tiade union federation and
another prominent “dissident’;; Sri
Bintang Pamungkas, chairperson :of
the Indonesian United Democratic
Party: (PUDI). “Then came 16:East

Timorese resistance fighters followed -

by three PRI)/SMID leaders: All of this

is welcome news but many hundreds-
more are left incarcerated for. fighting

against the Suharto regime.,

All political - prisoners - must be

released and all charges dropped. The

truth ‘must be told about the disap--
pearances of activists. A tribunal ‘of

students, - workers - and ' other
oppressed layers must be allowed to
decide on the ‘punishment of those
responsibie . for - thelr abduction
and/or murder, ¢ o

After decades of almost: comlca[ '
media censorship, and not'so comical -

persecution of outspoken journalists,

announcements have been imade that |
all restrictions -are lifted. However,:
any:newspaper, fadio ‘or TV station -
must acquire:a. license: from the

authorities whose'' decisions afre

unchallengeable.As everywhere, ‘free- -
dom’ to publish depeinds eatirely on-
having resources: with which to put -

ideas and opinions into circulation.’

The mass media must be free from :

all 'state interférence, Writers, ‘artists

and-ordinary people must enjoy the :
fullest freedom of expression provid- -

ed they refrain from racism; sexism
and the denial of the rights of others.

For the nationalisation of all printing -

and broadcasting facilities and demo-
cratically decided access for all politi-
cal groupings except fascists. S

always foilowed by a mushrooming of
parties’ —and &

being formed every day - some out of
the numerous splinters of the ruling
Golkar :Party. A “workers' party’ has

been set up by the old regime’s stooge -

‘organisations. !+ In
Indonesia in June ‘98, new.ones:are:
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union federation - the PSPL But, while

laws -have: been -abandoned  that -
restricted political parties to - three’

tame ones approved by the dictator

himself, Habibie has announced that -
any ' new “party “must “acceptthe

Pancasila state ideology which rules
out socialisin and communism.
The International Confederation ‘of

Free Trade Unions, 'well known for:

encouraging ‘emerging labour move-

ments:to accept the ideology of capi-’

talism, have claimed credit for getting
Habibie to ratify the 1948 ILO con-
vention which ‘allows workers ‘to
‘freely organise’. But' they will want
tame organisations to develop that do
not challenge the bosses’ system,

The PRD and PRD-related organisa: -

tions have not been un-banned and

many Of their leaders remain in jail.
This leaves the field clear for pro-cap-"
Mukhrtar:

like -
“already: released from

italist ~ reformists i
Pakpahan,

prison, to vie for the allegiance: of a:
politically. awakened working - ‘class. -

They will argue that there is no alter-

native to market relations and the fole:

of ‘trade unions is to bargain and

negotiate within that system, Of

course, L nions .c
through negotiatio'
cconomy. is going .
collapsmg economy,
gain for workers’ without struggle
After decades of brutal wage shvery
the: Indonesum working class needs

fighting . trade * ‘union; and p_olmcal_

organisations. They must he, free to

buiId them without mterfe_ nce;'from ..

the state. or organisations
;mperaalism '

For the unfettered: right to form"
political parties and contest elcctlons "'

For the right of all workers ‘poor

farmers and urban ‘poor to. organisc :
For.the basic right to be in'a trade
. union and to strike.-For the democra
The defeat of a totalitarian regime is :

ic right to meet, assemble and demon-

strate with no fear of harassment by

the: forces of the state.

A_p_l_,l_r_gc of :son_le of the most notori-
ous, figurcs‘in ‘the armed forces has
been conducted. Suharto’s son-in-iaw,
in charge of the hated Kostrad divi-
sion, has been put out to grass at a mil-
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vhen' c'.tpltahst"'_'
_ard but.ina
there will be no..

itary academy though not ‘without
turning up at Habibieis presidential -
palace, in full battle gear, antomatic
pistol in hand and *accompanied by -
‘truckloads’ of special forces troops,
according to sources ‘inside ' the
palace” - (Far E’ISECI‘II Economic
Review 4/6/98). e v
‘A number of offzcers and men have
been charged in connection with the
Trisakti murders but many say they
are not the real culprits, Snipers were
deployed deliberately to provoke out-
rage. Army and police commanders
are also - widely rumoured to be
behind racist ‘attacks on the ethnpic
Chinese and much of the rioting, loot-
ing and arson, including that of 13/14 -
May in Jakarta when over 1 000 pco
ple died. = '
Recent mobﬂnsatlons of the rmlitary
show that they continue Wwith their
old practices. There have been bloody -
clashes with workers” demonstrations -
in Surabaya and a big operation to-
prevent a joint demonstration of siu-
dents " and ' workers * from * the
Jabotabek ‘industrial ‘region on the
outskirts of fakarta.'With the Habibic-
regime still under siege from the mass

. One of many: Writer Framoedyva Anata
-, Toer, fighter for the right of freedom of
expression, imprisoned for over 14 years
under the Suharto regime




movement, the army tops will, at the;
present time, be wary of moving too.,
far too . fast to try.and regain direct,
control over political life,. for fear of «

proveoking an even blgger and more
radical movement. .

But the military remains bas;c'ﬂly :
intact and still under the direction of:

a Suharto - appointee,  General

Wiranto. It will not only continue to:

be used against .opposition move-
ments and oppressed nationalities. At

a later stage, if the crisis remains uare- ,
solved, it could well step in,-.under.

the banner of ‘national salvation’ or

some such pseudo-patriotic. slogan -
to. establish once more an opcn mili- -

tary dictatorship

There . will not be a 1e'11 change in

the behaviour of the state forces until
they have been  totally .dismantled.

This in turn is impossibie: without a .
revolution in class relations, Bat.the.,
removal .of the army. from its domi- ,
nant. role. in politics -is .an .essential :
demand of the democracy movement. -

No more police state methods! For:.
an end to the ‘dwi fungsi’ of the army :
which allows them to dominate the .
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political scene. ‘Abolish the practice
of appointing army tops to sit in par-
liament. :

The ranké of the army and policc
must have . the right. to. organise:

unions. and be encouraged to elect

committees to investigate the record -
of their officers and to.remove them .

from . their. posts. where necessary.
They must have the right to elect offi-

cers and to refuse to be used against .
workers, students or, national libera~.

tion fighters. ::

The eventual: resngnatlon of the old‘

Javanese dictator-has given new: hope

to. the oppressed. peoples; of various.
nationalities in their struggle -against .
direct rule from Jakarta. This is espe- -

cially. true of those that have suffered

virtual genocide at the hands: of the
the: Aceh ..of.
the - East;
Timorese. Dili,: the. capital .of East.

Indonestan .. army. .
Northern . Sumatra -and :

Timor, has seen some of the biggest

demonstrations since the Indonesian-
army. invaded in:1975.. At a packed;,
‘meeting’. with the .Governor-general »
in june; shown on:television world- .
wide, banner waving. students and .
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" Independence demonstration, East Timor, 1975 .
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resistance fighters, singing and shout-;

ing their demands, would not 1ét

Jakarta’s representative get a-word in .

edgeways!: Habibie’s offer of ‘special

status’ for East Timor and his idea that :

the jailed liberation fighter, Xanana

Gusmao,: would :accept: UN recogni-:

tion of integration into Indonesia as

the price:for hlS frcedom are both

non-stasters, . e
The radlcai Indonesmn bourgcons,

who fear the break-up of this 17,000 -
islanded country,; are showing them-
selves opposed to the basic democrat- ¢

ic right of nations to-self-determina-

tion. Megawati Sukarnopoutri argues .

for keeping East Timor as the. 17th
state of Indonesial Some ‘democrats’
are’ even arguing for 'reintegration -
with: ‘the  old. coionni power of
Portugal! i+«

The PRDarpues: for a refcrendum in -

East: Timor to determine;what the

people themselves want but. under -
the supervision of the United Nations. .
A free vote of the East Timorese peo-:.

ple to. determine their future is the

minimum -they. are entitted- to.. But
there is plenty of. evidence that the;

UN-acts only in the Interests of the hig

imperialist powers :and..cannot.be .

trusted. After. the staughter.-of one
third .of - their. .humber..:by the

Indonesian army in the past 23 years,:

the .population - of : East ‘Fimor: is:
unlikely 'to - settle for -anything less
than total: mdepcndcncc P

End military rule in East Timor, West
Papua, Aceh etc. Uphold the right of

all nationalities to self-determination, -
up--to:and including independence. -
- All forms of discrimination in the use :
of -language . must -be abolished .and .

the cultural and education rights of all

ethnic-and religious::-groups -fully :

respected,.:Against -all : forms :of - dis-

crimination ~ racial, sexual. or. reli- -
gious - and against ali -chauvinist,

nationalist and religious bigotry.. i

Theremoval-:of Suharto has also .
emboldened the:working class. Just as
in South Korea, after the removal of:;
the dictator Chun:Doo-hwan, workers
. have moved into strike action on'a big.

scale. But South Korean capitalismiin
the late ‘805 was enjoying plienome-.:




imprisoned oppenents of the regime

staged ‘mass pickets outside the hoto--

rious Cipinang and other jails. One by |

one, their doors have begun to open.

First: to be released were the moder-
ate, pro-capitalist opponents ‘of dicta-

torship - Mukhtar Pakpahan, leader of°

the SBSI trade union federation-and
anotherprominent ‘dissident’;: Sri
Bintang Pamungkas, chairperson of
the Indonesian United Democratic
Party:.(PUDI). Then came 16:East
Timorese resistance fighters followed
by three PRD/SMID leaders: All of this
is welcome riews but many hundreds

more are left incarcerated for fighting

against the Suharto regime; i
All - political - prisoners ' must be

released and all charges dropped. The -

truth must be told about the disap-.

peatances of activists. A tribunal of:

students, - workers - and’ ‘other
oppressed layers must be allowed to
decide on:the punishment of those
responsible :: for ‘their - abcluction
and/or murder: P

After decades of almost: comical
media censorship, and not so comical

persecution of outspoken journalists,

announcements have been made that

all ‘restrictions are - lifted. However,"
any - newspaper, radio ‘or IV station:

must acquire! a:license- from the

authorities -~ whose | decisions - are
unchallengeable.As everywhere, “free-

dom' to publish depends entirely 'on -
having resources. with which to put -

ideas'and opinions into circulation.

The mass media must be free from :

all :state ‘interference, Writers, artists

and ordinary people ‘must enjoy the

fuilest freedom of expression provid-
ed ‘they refrain from' racism, sexism
and the denial of the rights of others,

For the nationalisation of all printing

and broadcasting facilities and demo-

cratically decided access for all poIiti-

cal groupings except fascists, -

The defeat of a totalitasian regime is

always followed by a mushrooming of
parties “and ' organisations. ¥

the humerous spiinters ‘of the ruling
Golkar Party. A ‘workers' party’ has

been set up by the old regime’s stooge -

In -
Indonesia in June ‘98, new. ones-are |
being formed every day - some out of -

CWI statement

union federation - the PSPL. But, while
laws “have 'been ‘abandoned ‘that
restricted political parties to  three
tame ones approved by the dictator
himself, Habibie has announced that
any new ‘party ‘must acceptthe
Pancasila state ideology which rules
out socialism and communism, ~*

The International Confederation of
Free:Trade Unions, 'well known for:

encouraging ‘emerging labour move-
ments to dccept the ideology of capi-
talism, have claimed credit for getting
Habibie to ratify the 1948 ILO con-
vention which allows ‘workers ‘to
‘freely organise’. But they will want

tame organisations to develdp that de :

not challenge the bosses’ system. -

The PRD and PRD-related organisa- -

tions ‘have not been un-banned and
many of their leaders remain in jail.
'This leaves the field clear for pro-cap-
iralist ~ reformists ' like

politically awakened working class,

They will argue that there is no alter-

native to market relations and the role
of ‘trade unions is to bargain and
ncgotiate  within  that system, Of

through negotiation Whe_ a'capitalist
cconomy: is ‘going forward but in a

collapsing economy, there will: be’ no..

gain for.workers without struggle ;
After decades of. brutal wage slavery
the Indonesian’ Workmg class needs

fzghtmg trade ‘union. and. poljtical

organisations. They must be free’ fo

build them withot mterference from_

the state or organisatxons -baeked by
imperiatism '

For the unfettered ‘right to form_

political parties and contest elections
For the right of all workers ’poor

farmers and urban: poor to organise
For the basic right to 'be in a trade
union and to strike, For the democrat-.

ic right to meet, assemble and demon-
strate with 'no fear of harassment by
the: forces of the state,

A purge of some of the most notori-
ous figures in theé armed forces has
been conducted. Suharto s son-inlaw,
in charge of the hated Kostrad divi-
sion, has been put out to grass at a mil-

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

Mukhtar-
Pakpahan; alteady released from:
prison, t6 vie for the allegiance of a

itary academy though not without:
turning ‘up at Habibieis presidential
palace, in full battle ‘gear, aiitomatic
pistol in hand and “accompanied Dby :
‘truckloads’ of special forces troops,:

according to sources inside - the
palace” ' (Far * Eastern®: Economk
Review 4/6/98).

‘A number of officers and men have
been charged in connection with the
Trisakti murders but: many say they
are not the real culprits, Snipers were
deployed deliberately to provoke oui-
rage. Army and police commanders
are also widely ‘rumoured *to ' bé
behind racist attacks ‘on the ethnic
Chinese and much of the rioting, loot-
ing and arson, including that of 13/14
May in Jakarta when over 1 000 peo-
ple died.

Recent mob1115at10ns of the militﬂry
show that’ they continue with ‘their
old practices. There have been bloody -
clashes with workers’ demonstrations
in Surabaya and a big operation o
prevent a joint demonstration of stu- !
deats “and ' workers ' from ~ the
Jabotabek industrial region on the
outskirts of Jakarta. With the Habibié -

regime still under siege from the mass
course, umons can make.. big: gams ; i

One of many: Writer Pramoedya Anata

. Toer, fighter for the right of freedom of
expression, imprisened for over 14 years
under the Suharto regime
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movement, the army tops will, at the.
present time, be wary of moving too,
far too fast to try:apd regain direct,
contral over political life, for fear of .
provoking an even bigger ‘ll‘ld more:

radical movement,

But the military . remains basmally ;
intact and still under the direction of:

a . ..Suharto appointee, General

Wiranto, It will not.only continue to ;
be used against opposition move-:

ments and oppressed nationalities. At

a later stage, if the crisis remains unre- .
solved, it counld well step in,-. under .
the banner of ‘national salvation’ or .

some such pseudo-patriotic. slogan -

o establish once more an: opc:n mili- .

tary dictatorship

There will not be a real ch1nge 1n.-'

the behaviour of the state forces until
they have been .totally. dismantled.

This in turn is impossible without a .
revolution in class relations, But the .
removal .of the army. from its domi-
nant role in politics is.an .essential ;

demand of the democracy movement.

No more police state methods! For:,
an end to the ‘dwi fungsi’ of the army
which allows them. to. dominate the..

CWIi statement

political .scene. :Abolish the practice .
of appointing army tops to sit in par—:
| . Jakarta’s representative get a:w'ord“in;
The ranks of the army and policc-

liament. .

must -have the right.to organise
unions and be encouraged to elect

cominittees to investigate the record -

of their officers and to.remove them
from . their: posts. where . necessary.
They must have the right to elect offi-
cers and to refuse to be . used against
workers, students or. national libera—
tion fighters. .

The eventual resxgn’ition of the. old
Javanese dictator has given new hope -
to, the oppressed. peoples: of various.
nationalities in their struggle against .

direct rule from Jakarta. This is espe-
cially true of those that:have suffered

virtual genocide at the hands. of the :
Aceh .. of
the - East:
Timorese. Dili;: the. capital. .of East:

Indonesian ;- army:  the:
Northern  Sumatra. .and’

Timor, has seen some of the. biggest
demonstrations since the Indonesian

army invaded in:1975.-At a packed:
‘meeting’. with the .Governorigencral:
in June, shown on:television world-..
wide, banner waving students. and

- Independence demonstration, East Timor, 1975
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resistance fighters, singing and shout--
ing their demands, would: not lét-

edgeways! Habibie's offer. of ‘special .
status’ for East Timor and his idea that:
the jailed liberation fighter, Xanana
Gusmao,:would - accept: UN .recogni-
tion of integration .into Indonesia as
the price:for. his. frccdom are both.
non-starters. . R
The. radical Indonesmn bourgems
who fear the break-up of this: 17,000 -
islanded country, are showing them-:
selves opposed to the basic democrat-
ic right of nations. to self-determina-.
tion. Megawati Sukarnopoutri.argues
for keeping .East Timor -as the 17th.
state of Indonesial Some ‘democrats’
areeven:.arguing for ireintegration :
with .the :old- colomal powcr of=
Portugal!-: B : ;
The PRD argues for a rcfcrendum in -
East: Timor: to determine; what:the
people ‘themselves want but. under
the supervision of the United Nations.
A free vote of the East Timorese peos:
ple to. determine their future is -the
minimum -they are entitled: to.. But -
there :is plenty of: evidence ithat- the;
UN.acts only in the interests of the big

. imperialist powers .and:.cannot. bé-
. trusted.. After the'slaughter. of .one

third .of . their..numbet: by the

. Indonesian army in the past 23 years;:

the - population - of ; East ‘Timor: is:.
unlikely to settle for. anythmg lcss‘,
than total indepcndencc N

End military rule in East Timor, Wcst i

. Papua, Aceh etc.:Uphold the right of
. all nationalittes-to self-determination, -

up to-and including independence. -
All forms of discrimination in the use.:
of language. must-be abolished and
the cultural and education rights of all
ethaic-and religious - groups fully :
respected::-Against -all - forms - of dis-
crimination. .- .racial, sexual of reli-:
gious - and  against -all ‘chauvinist,
nationalist and religious bigotry:

The :removal: . of -Suharto -has -also
emboldened the:working class, Justas -
in South Korea, after-the removal of.:
the dictator Chun Doo-hwan, workets ¢
have moved into strike action ona big.:
scale. But South Korean capitalism:in -
the:late ‘80s was :enjoying. phenome-.:




nal ‘economic growth' and workers
were demanding their shdre of the
wealth they had created. Today in
Indonesia, industry is collapsing.

" Marxists 'must support every strug-
gle against' redundancies and clo-
stires, for work sharing with no loss in
pay and 2 uvmg wage for all workers,
including " the" unemponed ~and
‘retired workers, Full retraining where
‘required-at the employers” expense. If
the bosses and the ‘government say
‘they cannot -afford’ it, let them open
their books of account to inspection
by’ workers" representatives. Firms
‘which are bankrupt should have their
assets turned over to the state and be
‘fun on cooperative principles, 7

The capitalists “of “America and
Européeidemand transparency ‘5o that
they can see ‘where the profits are
being made and which'companies to
avoid biiying. Workers ‘in Indonésia
say they should not have to pay for
‘the ‘debts  their "employers  have
incirred: There is enough wealth in
the pockéts of the « crony capltalists to
‘repay ‘all ‘the debts. ‘Socialists would
argue ‘against paying good money to
the international banking fraternity,
Ifithe cronies have robbeéd the work-
‘ing class to line their'pockets, et their
capital be used:for the benefit of the
whole of the working class. x

" 'The IMF demands that subsidies be
withdrawn’ when inflation ‘is already
‘running ‘¢lose ‘to” 100%: ‘Only the
planned use of resources taken ot 'of
the hands of the capitalist class can
“réscue Indonesia from the edge of the
" economié precipice.”
- No to price rises. Restoration of afl
‘subsidies ‘on the seven nine basic
'neeessities

Committees of Workers and other
consumers to control prices.’ Open
the ‘books of the retail industry, pri-
vate -companies, public enterprises
‘and of the government itself,

“No repayment " of - international
debts. Down with the IMFl > - - -

- Nationalise the top 20 conglomer-
ates,’ expropriating the 200 private
owners who dominate the lives of
200 million other members of
Indonesian socletyl R

'save it from 1t
']axd sie_g i

‘in to nanonalise 1t Gnlon il
“Nationalise  all the - major "banks
- under ‘workers’ eontroI Make avail-
-able cheap credit fo: 'small farmers

CWI statement

For a plan of pmduction democrati

:;caﬂy drawn. _'up and. controlled - by__
-elected: representatives of the work-:

- Famine 'eoulci “be overeome if. seed
“and fertﬂlser were available  at: Tow -
“cost and :if - eooperatwe methods “of
"farming and forestry, under the .con-
“trol of the workmg people, were fully
: developed ‘The’ production . of - food -
for export while millions go hungry is
‘a crime. Land should be the common

property. of the _people, owr__x_ed

through the state, and not the subject

of speculation and exploitation.

Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution :

the Sailm group :

: So/dzefs run from protesters Dii, East Timor, 1994

I._and reft__)_rm through expropriation
of the big land-owners and the cash
¢rop profitcers. Rent for land and for

il ople.: i _ .._housmg should be nominal. Homes
Reconstruet In nesias eeonomy W
:-_on sociallst lines! - o : e
arto s re51gnat1on E
“the' Ha gov _rnment was forced
_to natmnalise ‘the ‘Bank of Central'_:"
-_Asxa, the ﬂagsknp of_

for all through a massive house-build-

) mg progmmme

Millions of landless, homeless and

:jobless are available to undertake the
tasks of rebuilding the Indonesian

economy. Let them join the proletari-

@t on decent wages, hours and condi-
-:tions on & massive programme of pub-
ilic . works, “Only a democratically

planned economy on the basis of pub-
lic ownership would be able to devel-

- -op fully all the human and natural

resources of ‘Indonesia. Only then

. wonld it be possible to abolish unem-

ployment.and to provide hospitals,

~schools and social support for all who

need it. This is what socialism can and
must mean, Capltahsm as a system can

never eliminate want and misery.

- For a full and free health, education
and welfare system,

For a government of workers and
poor people.

No trust in ‘progressive’ supporters

of market capitalism.

While of a different nature, the May

events in Indonesia, taking place
. against a background of generalised
* crisis in the region, could furn out to

be as significant as those of France
1968 - exactly 30 years earlier. "Iheir
immediate effect was a further bout
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of sharp fal[s on the stock and curren-

Ly exchanges of Asia. ‘But the removal
of ‘one of :the world’s most corrupt'

ru}ers by -a dcftant mass movement
has already had 2 'big impact on the
psychology of ‘workers ‘and - youth
throughout Asia and further afield.
The Japan Tnnes of 29 May Carrted a

‘report from Chma of mcre’tsmgly'

b0l 4} 'u:tion.:ag'tinst corrupt
and blut’li cadrcs

ing for munedmte mass protests.-“In

: 1989, protests were .spurred. by.

‘Mikhail Gorbachey’s.glasnost in the

old Soviet Union, and: Indonesm couid

play the same :oIe

‘Posters were
appefumg in Beljmg signed by work-
ers from half a dozen provinces call- .,
2 In an attempt to win favour with a dis-
‘contented ‘population, he has made
= his own denunciations of 2 ‘New form
of colopialism’ - ‘marauding market
forces and western propaganda’. How

-In Zimbabwe, as. hunger: riofs,
-_strlkes and student ‘demonstrations
‘reached a crescendo, banners .on
. protest demonstrations proclaimed:
.. “After Suharto, it's one down, two to
:'_-_3go - meaning “their own’ dictator,
“'Robert .

.'.Mahatlur
: 'Malaysxan eurrency - the ringit - at its

’\/Iugabe,
‘Mohamed,

and Maiaysm s
With

lowest, for 20 years, Mahathir is con-
scious of the threat to his own posi-
tion from the economic crisis and the
contagion of revolution ‘next door’.

; Students and soldiers greet as the Suharfo regime oriimbles,
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iong he can stem the tide of opposi-
tion . with his. nationalist ___rhetoric
temains to be seen. ..

The uafinished Indonesmn revoiu-
tion has.acted as-a powerful impetus
to revolutionary processes ont a world
scale, What .was:started. by. students
under the.red and white flags.of the

:Indonesian nation could yet serve asa

flashpoint for the socialist revolution

throughout Asia:and. beyond. Within

Indonesia the  consciousness of the
students as well as workers and other
layers will be changing rapidly under

-the impact:of the train of events they
have set.off. The thirst for. ideas. dis-

played-by. so  many..and their pre-
paredness .to sacrifice are both-a test
of the revolutionary nature of- this
movement and a harbinger of the suc-
cesses that are to coine,

For.a socialist Indonesia and a feder-

.ation ‘of socialist . states throughout-
Asia,

An uﬁprecedented opportunity now
exists for: workers to. pursue:their

.demands and build their own organi-

sations - trade unions and partics. An
independent . party.. of .labour, can
develop rapidly in the hot-house con-
ditions . :that .. exist.. .. Committed
Marxists, with .the . correct  approach
and orientation, can act as a catalyst in
these  processes: - Because . of . the
absence :of the subjective: factor: of
any significant:size at the moment,
the way the revolution . develops. wiil
still present many obstacles and set. -
backs.: S

The task of. the hour is; to butid a
leadership worthy :of . the.. heroic
indonesian -workers and .youth. It is
the :role. of - a revolutionary .party to
unite alf layers of the working class

and the. oppressed. behind: a. pro-

gramume of, struggle for. a socialist
society. Energetic:application pow fo

-these tasks and the working.out of an

effective programme for struggle will

:pay huge dividends in the future, The

completion of the unfinished revolu-
tion .with .the victory: of, socialism: in
Indonesiz would change the course of
world historyl...

.Jun:e 1998




of sharp falls on the sfock and curren-

cy exchanges of Asia. But the removal -

of .one of the world’s most corrupt
rulers by -a -defiant’ ‘mass moyement

has, already. had a big impact on. the_
‘psychology of workers. and youth [

__throughout Asia and further afield
~'The J'tpau Times of 29 May . cartied a

rcport ‘from China of mcrcasingly
-bold calls to action . against corrupt .

and brutal cadres . Posters were
appearing in B_c_:1jing_ signed by work-

ers from half a dozen provinces call- .

ing for unmedlatc mass protests.-“In
1989, protests were “spurred. by

‘Mikhail Gorbachev’s glasnost in' the -
old Soviet U nion, and Indoncsm could :

play the same rolc
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strikes and student ;
“reached a cresccndo, ‘banners on
“.protest demonstrations proclaimed:
“After Suharto it’s one down TwWo to
gom i ‘meaning their .own: dictator,
'+ Robert

‘Mahathir_ -

" Students and soldiers greet as the Suba}ro regime criumbles,

CWi statement

as “hunger - riots,
emonstrations

':In Zimbabwe,

‘Mugabe, and Mala}'sm s

Mohamed. With * the
M'liaysian currency - the ringit - at its
lowest for 20 years, Mahathir is con-
sc;ous ‘of the threat to his own posi-
tion from the economic crisis and the
contagion of revolution ‘next door',

. In an attempt to win favour with a dis-

contented ‘population, he has made

~his own denunciations of a ‘New form
-of colonialism’ - ‘marauding market
- forces and western propaganda’, How

: Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

:backs.:

Jdong he can stem the tide of, opposi-

tion . with his. nationalist. rhetoric
remains to be seen. .
The unfinished Indoncsmn revolu-

tion has acted as a powerful impetus

to revolutionary processes on a world

.scale, ‘What -was started. by. students

under. the red and white flags of the

Indonesian nation could yet serve as.a

flashpoint for the socialist revolution

:throughout Asia and beyond. Within

Indonesia the  consciousness..of -the
students as well as workers and other

Jdayers will be changing rapidly under
:the impact of the train of events they
have set.off. The thirst for. ideas. dis-

played . by so. many and their pre-
paredness.to sacrifice-are both a test

;of the' revolutionary naiurc of :this
.movement and a harbinger of the suc-

cesses that are to come, :
: For a socialist Indonesia and a fcdcr-

_ation of socialist states throughout

Asia, .. . ;

.-An unprecedcnted opportumty now
cmsts for workers to..pursuc . their
demands and build. their own organi-

‘sations - trade unions and.parties. An
independent . party.. of labour, can

develop rapidly in the -hot-house con-
ditions : :that.,, exist.... Committed
Marxists,. with  the . correct. approach
and orientation, can act #s a catalyst in
these  processes, : Because . of .. the
absence :of the subjective: factor: of
any .significant:size at the moment,
the way the revolution develops, will
still present many, obstacles and set -

‘The task of the hour is: to builcl a
leadership worthy :of  the. heroic
Indonesian-workers and ‘youth, It is
the ‘role -.of a revolutionary. party. to
unite all layers of the working- class
and the. oppressed .behind- a. pro-
gramme of . struggle for- a .socialist
society. Energetic application now. to
these tasks and the working out of an
effective programme for:struggie will

i pay huge dividends in the future, The

completion of the unfinished revolu-

tion. with the victory. of socialism in

Indenesia would change the.course of

world history’

) Junc 1998




nal ‘economic growth and workers
were demanding their shire of the
Wealth they had created. Today in
Indonesia, industry is collapsing. °

" Marxists must support every strug-
gle against redundancies and clo-
sures, for work sharing with no loss in
pay and a living wage for all workers,
including - the "-unemployed *and
retired workers. Full retraining where
‘required at the émployers’ expense, If
the bosses and the government say
‘they cannot afford it, let them open
their books of account to inspection
by workers" representatives. : Birms
which are bankrupt should have their
assets turned over to the state and be
‘run on cooperative principles.
“'The capitalists 'of ‘America’ and
Eirrope demand transparency so that
they can see “where the ‘profits are
being made and which’companies to
avoid buying. Workers in Indonesia
say they should not have to pay for
“the debts ‘their ‘employers” have
incurred: Thereé is enough ‘wealth in
the pockets of the crony capitalists to
‘repay ‘all ‘the*debts. ‘Socialists ‘'would
‘argue against paying' good money to
the international banking fratérnity.
if'the cronies have robbed the work-
“ing class toline their pockets, let their
capital be used for the bénefit of the
wholie of the Working class, !

“The IMF démands that subsidies be
-withdrawn when inflation :is-already
‘running ‘close 'to” 100%. Only the
pianned use of resources taken out of
the hands of the capitalist class can
"rescue Indonesia from the edge of the
¢conromic precipice. R

 No 1o price rises, Restoratlon of all
‘subsidies ‘on' the seven: nine basic
‘necessities: :
: Committees of workers and othcr
consumers to control prices; Open
“the ‘books ' of the retail 'industry, pri-
vate ‘companies, public enterprises
‘and of the government itself.

No fepayment’ of international
debts. Down with the IMF! -+ +!

- Nationalise the top 20 conglomer-
‘ates,’ expropriating ‘the 200 private
owners who dominate the lives of
200 million other members of
Indonesian society! '

_.ing people 8 B e
 Reconstfuct. Indonesias economy:-
on socialist lings! - o _
SA Weck after uhartos resrgnatlon
government ‘was. forced .
"to nationalise the ‘Bank of Central-:"
.Asra, the ﬂagshlp of the: Sal:m group___
after pouring i in over $1.5 billion to

-positors! They had °
laidsiege: ‘10 1t-t:o withdraiv therr_-
money convrnced that ! its owners fa
two of Suhari¢’s family.and onc of hrs'

:closest associate
would be runnmg off with- it ifthey
‘got “half -After

’.nearlgr $2
;other bank:
-in to nationalise. it,

: fthe Habibi

“save it from its

CWI statement

; Sudono Sahm z

h 2 Vernment' tepped

" Nationalise' all the. major banks

-under Workers' control, Make avail-
‘able cheap cre it”for small farmers
-'and traders, . o

- Famine coulcl be overcome 1f_seed '
‘and fertiliser: were available at low
“cost and - if ‘cooperative. methods of
_farming and forestry, under: the con-
trol of the working people, were fully__ :
'developed The " production  of food
for export while millions go hungry is
“a‘crime, Land should bé the common

property . of “the people, owned

through the state, and not the subject

of speculation and exploitation.

‘Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

Sold/ers run from proresz‘efs; D.f/f, Fast Timor, 1994

Land reform through expropriation
of the big land-owners and the cash
Cr0p profiteers. Rent for land and for

. Z'-housmg shotild be nominal. Homes
._:'.for all through a massive house-build-
“ing programme.

Millions of landless, homeless and
jobless are available to undertake the
tasks of rebmilding the Indonesian
econonyy. Let them join the proletari-

. at on decent wages, hours and condi-
.tions on a massive programme of pub-
“lic ~works,

:Only a democratically
planned economy on the basis of pub-

- lic ownership would be able to devel-
~op fully all the human and naturat

resources of ‘Indonesia. Only then
would it be possible to abolish unem-
ployment and to provide hospitals,

schools and social support for all who
" nteed it. This is what sociatism can and

must mean. Capitalism as a system can

-never eliminate want and misery,

For 2 full and free health, education

‘and welfare system.

For a government of Workers and

“poor people.

No trust in ‘progressive’ supporters
of market capitalism,

~While of a different nature, the May
cvents in Tndonesia, taking place

_against a background of generalised
crisis in the region, could turn out to

be as significant as those of France
1968 - exactly 30 years earlier. Their
immediate effect was a further bout
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nal economic growth and workers
were demanding their shiare of the
wealth they had creatéd. Today in
Indonesia, industry is collapsing,
Marxists' must support every strug-
-gle "against- redundancies ‘and- ‘clo-
sures; for work sharing with no loss in
pay and a living wage for all workets,
including  the ""unemployed: ~and
‘retired workers. Full retraining where
‘required at the employers” expense. If
the‘bosses and- the ‘government: sdy
they cannot afford it, let them open
their books of account to inspection
by workers” representatives. : Firms
which are bankrupt should have their
assets turned over to the state and be
‘run on'cooperative principles. -+
The capitalists ~0of - America* and
Europe‘demand transparency so’that
they can see-where- the profits are
beéing made and which' companies to
“avoid’ buying: Workers in Indonesia
say they should not have to pay for
the ‘debts their - employers' have
-incirred: There is enough ‘wealth in
the pockets of the crony capitalists to
‘repay ‘all :the: debts. Socialists 'would
‘drgue ‘against paying good money o
the international banKing- fratCraity,
1f'the cronies have robbed the work-
“inig class to line their pockets, let their
capital be used for the benefit of the
“whole of the working class.- ar
The IMF demands that subadiés‘f be
withdrawt' when inflation is: already
“running’ ‘closeto 100%: Only the

planned use of resources taken out’of .

the hands of the capitalist class can
‘réscue Indonesia from the edge of thc
" economic precipice.
- No to price rises. Rcstoration of atl
‘subsidies :on ‘the seven nine basic
-necessities: :

' Committees 'of workers and other
consumers to control prices. Open
the books of the retail industry; pri-
vate companies, public enterprises
“and of the government itself, :

No repayment 'of ' international
debts. Down with the IMF! -

' Natlonalise the  top 20 ‘conglomer-
ates;’ expropriating the 200 private
owners who dominate the lives of
200 million other members of
Indonesian societyl '

after | pourmg inover $1.5:billion"t
save it from 1ts depos;tors! ’Fh(:y had"_.
B e lies Works Onl)r a  democratically

'moncy- convmccd that 1ts ow crs o :-3_

CWI statement

Famine couI € overcome i sce

and fertiliser Were available. at: Iow
“gost and if cooperative methods ‘of
farming and forestry, under the con--
trol of the working people, were fuﬂy_--_"g
food .
for.export Whiie millions go hungry is’
“a'crime; Land shoufd be the’ common'
property of - the: people, “owned -
through the state, and not the sub]ect_ .

devclopcd “The- productlon 0

of specuiation and exploitation.

~Indonesia - An Unfinished Revolution

and welfare system

01i51|1g should be nominal. Homes
or all through a masswc house- bmld-

ing{ programme..

\Illhons of 1andiess .homcicss and

;obless are available to indertake.the

tasks of’ rebmidmg the ' Indoncswn
economy. Let them join the prolétari-
aton decent wages, hours dnd condi-
tionis on 4’ massive programme of pub

planned CCOHOI‘H}' on the basis of pub-
lic ownership wotild be able to devel-

o op: fully: all the, human and: natural
U resources. of | Indones:a Only - then
“would it be possnblc to abolish unem-
~ ployment and to provide hospwﬂs
‘scliools and social support. for all who

Aeed it. This i is, what soctalism can and

; _ must mean, Cap1tahsm asasystem-can
under workers' control Make avail- "’ .

~able: cheap credit for mali farmers L

- and traders:”

never eliminate. W1nt and misery.
For a full ahd free health education

For a governmcnt of Workers and

poor people..

No, trust in progrcssive supporters

of market capitalism,

While of a different natl'lre the Viay
i vcnts in Indonesia, taking placc

- dgainst. a background of genemhsed
- crisis in the fegion, c¢ould tura out to

be as significant, as’ thosé of Fr:mce
1968 - exactly 30 years earlier. Their
immediate effect was a further bout




“of sharp falls on the stock and cugsen-
cy exchanges of Asia But the removal’

of one of the world’s: most corrupt
rufers by a defiant. mass movement
“has already had: 4 big impact on: the

psycho!og}r of workers: and youth-

throughout Asia and further afield..

. The Japan Times of 29 May carrncd a
_report from: Chlna of ‘incréasingly
- bold. calls “to action: against corrupt
Posters were

“and’ bu]tal ‘cadres..
appearing in Beqmg 51gned by work—
“ers froin half a c_i_ozen provinces call-

 ing for immediate mass protests: “In :

: 1989, protests were spurred. by

Mikhail Gorbachev's glasnost in the -
* old Soviet Union, and Indonesia could

play the same role”,

-of colonialism’

statement

In Zimbabwe, as’ ‘hunger. riots,

‘strikes andstudent’ dcmonstratlons

reached a crcscendo, banncrs on
protest demonstratlons proclaimed

5 “After Suharto, 1ts one. down, tWo to
. g0” - meaning their. own' dictator,
: Robert
Mahathlr
‘Malaysian currency - the ringit - at its

‘Mugabé,
Mohamed

and Malaysza s
- With

Iowest_.._fo_r 20 years, Mahathir is con-
sciotis of the threat to his own posi-
tion from the economic crisis and the
contagion’ of revolution ‘next door’.
In an attémpt to win favour with a dis-
contented’ population, he has made
his own denunciations of a ‘New form
‘arauding market
forces and western propaganda’. How

Students and soldiers greet as the Subarto regime crimbles,
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_long he can stem the tide of opposi-

tion. with his. nationalist rhetoric
remains to be seen.
The unfinished Indonesnan rcvolu-

tion has acted as a.powerful impetus

to revolutionary processes on & world

.scale; 'What.was. started. by students
.under the red and white flags of the
: Indonesian nation could yet serve asa

flashpoint for the socialist revolution

throughout Asta: and beyond. Within

Indonesia. the. consciousness.. of :_,the
students as well as workers and other
Iayers will be changing rapidly under
the impact of the train of events they

tave set: off. The thirst for ideas dis-

played. by so. many..and. their pre-
paredness. to sacrifice-are both: a test
of the revolutionary nature of this

.movement and a harbinger of the suc-

cesscs that are to come, .. .., .

. For.a soclalist Indonesia and a feder-
ation of socialist. states. throughout
Asfan. oo e b

Anunprecedented opportunity now
exists .for: workers to,.pursue.their
demands and build. their own organi-

 sations - trade unions and parties. An
.mdependcnt party. of labour:, can

develop rapidly in the hot-house con-
ditions.. ‘that.., exist... Committed
Marxists,. with .the. correct approach
and orientation, can act as a catalyst in
these processes: . Because . of . the
absence. of the subjective factor: of
any significant size at the moment,

_the way the revolution develops, will
_still. present many obstacles and set -

backs.
‘The task of the hour is: to bu1ld a
leadership worthy - of  the. heroic

.Indonesian workers and youth. It is
- the role of a revolutionary pirty to

unite ‘all layers of the working class
and the oppressed. behind. a. pro-
gramme of struggle for. a. socialist
society. Energetic application now to

~these tasks and the working.out of an

effective programme for struggle will

: pay huge dividends in the Future. The

completion of the unfinished revolu-
tion with the victory of socialism in
Indonesia would change the course of
world history!. -

' June 1998






Statement from the Committee for a Workers’ International

n the Need fora
evoiutnonary Party in

Endonesra;

August 1998

Tllere is a ferrnent in: Indone51an
society. The bringing down of the cor-
rupt and ruthless regime, of general

Suharto by 4 mass, Mmovement has
for all™
oppressed layers to.demand a redress-

opened the - ﬂoodgates

of their long-held and deeply felt

grievances, ‘The task: of the hour is to:
build a: frghtmg force that can bring i

iastmg vrctory

: The movement whlch culmrnated

'm the! instortc \fiay let resignation,

€8 They.had: gamed the' support of
praeticali)' CYery. la)'er of socrety

their own lecturers and teachers, aca: -

demics,_doctors and crvil servants,
disaffected gover,

Temave ¢ronies; to win the right 0
fational: self- deterrninatron ‘Again
the movements are largely spon
neous. A mass part}r of the oppresse
rs absent -

The most combative organisations, -
of resistance during Suharto’s fule

were brutally suppressed. Even today,

many of their leaders remain in jail.

. gather support
force
was iargelv uncoordinated and led hy :
the: courageous youth of the campus-’

nt ministers and .
ex—generals but:also, in their milhons, 7
the: poor ; and oppressed of towi and-.-.__;
country and the: Workers in the facto-:
ries;. in transport in fuel, food and"
wood processmg depots Then it was
tacit support now there is 2 mood for
direct action - occupations, prckets
strikes and’ demonstrations - t0. feed
the family; to-get-a decent wage, o
I tion to the ex-dictator, Suhartol

_ A party is needed to unite the strug-
gles. of 'the “different layers of the
Working class, the urban and rural

‘poor and the oppressed nationalities.

With a clear strategy, a preparedness

to_struggle: for all basic democratic. :
'-_'.-':__demonstrations on the niedia'and on
 the settingup of parties, trade unions

rights and:with:a. programme of tid:

Sding society of crony capitalisrn once

and for all, such a party could rapidiyj

o demonstrations

E and
Megawa i called: for leniency iy

_the oniy vay, out; Would inscribe on
its baniier ‘all the basic democratic
demands of the movement and go fut‘- .

: . power. .
. mobilise ‘and: organisc’ all the angry

But the situation cries out for a bold ’

lead and a coordinated movement, A ~
revolution has been begun, and. the o
Habibie regime, including the army, is’
in crisis. Yet there seems. to_h_e_no.‘f_{
force, no leadership that can follow.
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. dctivists

orkers rmmediately dis-
.;-”piayed a huge access of confidence
- “and moved into’ fearless action on'
issues: like prices and’ the minimunm -
‘wage, they came up against the forces
of the state and the people. they
Iooked towards for a lead failedto-
give it. Instead of channellmg all the
-pentup . energy -into’ a_coordinated "
-_offenswe against ‘the vacillating_-.-.._'
" Habibie regime, they poured cold:
‘water on:the' movement. Pakpahan of
“the PSBI announced a foratorium on-

th ieadership of ‘dedicated revolu-.::

the people they have
exploited and persecuted over, the
years, Elections without delay to a
constituent assembly, supervised by
elected representatives of the move-
ment. The release of all political pris-
oners and the dropping of all charges.
The : abolition: of all restrictlons on

and other organisations

s Such a party would a]so cali for the

immediate. honouring ‘of the basic

':'_right of ail nationalities to self-deter-
mitiation, including compiete separa-

tion, where a majority wishes'it. For

. reférendums to be held wherever an
_oppressed nationality demands it -

East Timor; Irian Jaya, Aceh - super-

“'vised’ by workers,: students and the
1 poor people of those areas, .

A ieadership _serious about'carrying

% through the transformation of society
‘would. ensure that, through meetings
" ‘of the: pasty; all_the: pressures. of the
] uling ideoiogy would be countered

Carnpa:gns ‘would answer all the -pro-

: -'paganda of the ruimg ciass aimed at
.. T _intimrdating workers into accepting
Workers party, espeeiaiiy under o -

:the status quo

A far-sighted ieadership would
emphasise that - the: ‘moyement,
though inchoate and scattered at pre-
sent;; stiH has: enormous potential
A workers party. . could

: Iayers of ‘the: oppressed in a move-
i - o ment that could wipe olit every petty-

: It would cail for the immediate triaf

of the ‘King of Thieves’ and his brood

by a ‘tribunal made up of ‘workers,

peasants; the urban poor and studentﬁ

fogging limitation to. their rights, The
new laws dnd the threats of- .an army
clamp-down are the work of 3 fright-

;::ened regime The Hﬂblbic govern—




ment is in Cl‘lSlS thc army demor—

' aliSed and discredlted

' Workers and other oppressed peof ’
ple are looking for a political force to

pursue their demands. They urgc:ntlyr

need a party of their own, indepen- -
dent of the ideology of the bosses —of
the market, IMF deals and soon. Such -
a pacty would take advantage Of the

weaknesses' ‘of | the” ruling layer,
explain what is; and launch an organ-
ised offensive to end the rate’ of capi—
talists and'big lanci -owners. i

I

Itis becoming cIear that in thc con-
text of the worst-ever economic situa--.
tion with predictions of a 20% fall in
production and 20 .million thrown
out of work;. with industry left in pri-
vate hands, theré will be nothing but ...
blood sweat and tears for the major:ty o

least of all, those who aspire to give a
* leéad to the movement, should put no
" trust in partles or leaders who believe
free- market capltailsm ‘can " solve”

today's dir_e problems!

If working and poor péople do not

find or forge théir own combat organ-
isations and a ‘party that unifies their
struggltes and gives a chancé of victo-
“ry, they will‘become dispirited. The
prospect of suffering further depriva-+

tions will make them lose heart for
the struggle. This would then give the

i enemy a chance:to recover and reac-

tion, even in the form of a new mili-
tary coup, could triumph, The road to

the socialist revolution would then be -

closed again for a whole period, in
which it would: become far more dif-

ficult to build. a genuine . party of -
labour, let alonea party of revolution.

The alm of all “determined fighters
Ayl

. .;_bourhood thet vﬂlage and even the
army to discuss the issues of the hour

Indonesia - An.Unfinished Revolution

Agaiﬁst redundancies and closures

" and for the opening of all books of

account. For the nationalisation
under democratic workers” control of
all failing businesses as well as the
assets of Subarto and all major con-

‘glomherates, agro-| busincsses banks

and ﬂnance houses :

Thc Cothimittée” for a Workers’
International is firmly of the belief
that only on the basis of public own-
ership of industry and Iand and a'plan
of production under democratic
workers' management would it be
possibic to begin to rebuild” the
Indonesian economy.-Jobs for alt on
decent wages and of no more than 35
hours a week duration could be allo-
cated as desired through democrati-
cally clected representative commit-
tees. The needs and desires of work-
ing people of town and country could
at fast be made a priority and, the con-
ditions developed for their rapi

xt of revoluti n
ot a dream but a: real
éna necess:ty. Thc:tgsk is
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