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INTRODUCTION

Twenty-five years ago the Indonesian Communist Party
(PKI) was the largest aspiring revolutionary party in the
world with three and a half million members. Six months
later it had been effectively destroyed and up to a million
people lay dead. Yet this was not the first time the PKI had
been crushed. Three times in fifty years the PKI rose up and
three times it was crushed - most terribly and tragically of
all following the events of September 30th 1965.

Why did it happen? This pamphlet will attempt to an-
swer that question and in doing so focus on a number of
basic themes and theoretical questions that recur through-
out the Party's history.

But this has not been written simply for historical inter-
est. We believe the lessons of Indonesia are of burning rele-
vance today throughout all of the ex-colonial world. The
theoretical questions that confronted the PKI are funda-
mentally the same as those that confront activists today
throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America, and it is to
those serious activists that this pamphlet is aimed.

The pamphlet pretends to be nothing more than an intro-
duction to the enormously rich history of the PKI. Whilst
there are many books on the subject (some of them very
bad), to the best of our knowledge the history of the Party
has not ben condensed into pamphlet form since PKI lead-
er Aidit's ‘official history' three decades ago. This will be
an extremely critical look at the Party's history, yet it must
be stated that despite all the criticisms it is quite clear that,
over 50 years, the PKI attracted to its ranks the cream of sev-
eral generations of Indonesian society. The news of the an-
nihilation of the Party was a terrible blow to the whole la-
bour movement internationally.

25 years on and the capitalist press throughout the world
beat their chests and daily trumpet their message,
"Marxism is dead!". Yet for all the talk of the triumph of
capitalism, the class struggle continues unabated, particu-



larly in the ex-colonial world. It is perhaps fitting that this
pamphlet is being produced now, with virtually all the lead-
ers of the labour movement internationally singing along
with the capitalists, hang-dog style, to the the funeral songs
for Marxism. :

Our analysis is quite the opposite. _ _

In Indonesia the ideas of Marxism have run through the
history of the working class movement like a backborne.
And despite all the killing, all the torture, all the imprison-
ment and all the repression, you cannot kill ideas. Yet at the
same time those ideas have suffered decades of Stalinist dis-
tortions, some of which still linger. To analyse and correct
the distortions is of crucial importance and it is hoped that
this pamphlet will be of assistance.

Furthermore, as the new generation of Indonesian acti-
vists know, a revolution never has been, nor will it ever be,
won from within the walls of a seminar room. Political the-
ory is of crucial importance, but not for its own sake. The
whole point of theory is that it is a guide to action. As the
brave old PKI leader Aliarcham, who died in the Boven Di-
gul concentration camp said, "Study while struggling: with-
out study it is impossible to struggle!"

We are fully confident that far from being dead, the ideas of
Marxism will come once more to be the driving force behind
the mighty Indonesian labour movement when, from the
ashes, it rises once again.

It is only a matter of time.

September, 1990.



The Early Years

The communist movement in Indonesia sprang from an un-
usual source. A year before the First World War, the winds of
revolt were blowing through Java. Amongst the Dutch coloni-
alists there was widespread alarm. Thousands of miles away
Lenin wrote, "A significant development is the spread of the
revolutionary democratic movement to the Dutch East Indies
(the old colonial name for Indonesia) ...... Parties and unions
are being formed at an amazing speed. The government is ban-
ning them, thereby only fanning the resentment and accelerat-
ing the growth of the movement."

Dutch colonialism was vicious. An American visitor wrote,
"A Polynesian transported to a scene of conventional Javanese
activity would at once devoutly believe the worst that the mis-
sionaries had told him about hell. " So great was the exploita-
tion of the Indonesian masses that a major part of Dutch social
capital formation in the nineteenth century was financed by
wealth extracted from Indonesia. Yet for the Indonesians them-
selves, living standards were either stagnant or declining.

A writer who himself had been a plantation boss wrote of Jav-
anese contract workers, "They may not run away from their
work for that is forbidden by their contract which the ignorant,
misled coolie signed somewhere in Java ... They are doing
forced labour, or if you like they are slaves. The coolie slogs
from morning till night, toiling and stooping; he has to stand
up to the neck in stinking marshland, while greedy leeches
suck his thin blood and malaria mosquitoes poison his sickly
body. But he cannot run away; for the contract binds him. The
tjentengs, the watchmen and constables of the firm, who have
the strength of giants and are bestially cruel, track down the fu-
gitive. When they catch him they give him a terrible hiding
and lock him up, for the contract binds him."

The first main road in Java, built by command of the Dutch
governor Daendels was likewise built by forced labour and
those who failed to complete their allocated quota of road on
time were summarily hanged. But to top it all off, the road was,
"exclusively for European use. Dirt tracks alongside were pro-
vided for the 'natives'!" (1) )

Yet far from just accepting the situation, there were uprisings

4



against the Dutch right throughout the whole colonial period
and direct control by the Dutch, outside the island of Java, was
not achieved until well into the twentieth century. The Brit-
ish colonialist Raffles commented that, "ever since the arrival
of the Europeans they (the Javanese) have neglected no oppor-
tunity of attempting to regain their independence.” But the
rebellions had always been at local or regional level.

In 1911 the first mass political movement in the country that
existed on a national scale, Sarekat Istam, was formed. Found-
ed originally to protect the interests of the Javanese batik mer-
chants from competition by Indies Chinese traders, it rapidly
became a rallying point for discontent, spreading from the ur-
ban commercial class to the poorer population of the towns
and into the rural areas, under the leadership of Umar Said
Tjokroaminoto. -

At around the same time, a former Dutch railway union offi-
cial, Henk Sneevliet, came to Indonesia looking for a job, hav-
ing been blacklisted in Holland. On his initiative the Indone-
sian Social Democratic Association (1.5.D.V.) was founded in
1914. From an original sixty merbers their numbers grew to
eighty-five by the following year and they began to produce a
paper .... however it was in Dutch. This was because the vast
majority of ISDV members were Dutch and despite the fact
that poverty was increasing, they were not reaching the Indo-
nesian masses. '

By this time, in contrast, Sarekat Islam - a movement rather
than a party - had hundreds of thousands of adherents. Ac-
cordingly the ISDV decided to orient their work towards it,
and it was from this source that the first generation of Indone-
sian Marxists were recruited. Prominent among them was a.
young railway worker, Semaun, who at the age of seventeen
was vice-chairman of the Surabaya branch of the ISDV, and in
1917 became one of the editors of the first Indonesian lan-
guage socialist newspaper Soera Merdika - (The Free Voice ).

1917 was a tumultuous year. The conservative elements
within the ISDV split away during the year over an article
written by Sneevliet in the Party newspaper celebrating the
February revolution in Russia and saying, "Dutch rule in the
Indies would go the way of the Tzar if only the Indonesians set
their mind to it."



ISDV members, Semarang, 1917



The government immediately set about prosecuting Sneev-

liet and attempted to suppress discussion of the uprising,
which inevitably had the opposite effect and soon everybody
was talking about the Russian revolution.
- While Sneevliet was awaiting trial, the Batavia branch of the
ISDV, dominated by the conservatives, published a declara-
tion saying, "We should oppose those who, ignoring the unity
of the native population groups necessary for the achievement
of national independence and freedom, drive a wedge into it
through their so-called socialist internationalism.”

Meanwhile Sarekat Islam (5.1.) was in turmoil also. Semaun
had moved to Semarang where he was instrumental in build-

-ing a strong SI branch which was becoming increasingly publi-
cly critical of the 51 leadership. By the time of the 1917 confer-
ence Tjokroaminoto and other SI leaders wanted all relations
with the ISDV cut off, but the Semarang branch, where the
ISDV's strength was centred, had strong backing from other
branches.

The upshot was, that rather than expelling the ISDV the SI
were forced to state that if "parliamentary action should prove
unfruitful, the Sarekat Islam would not hesitate to revolt,
Moreover, the congress condemned 'sinful' - that is, foreign -
capitalism and demanded freedom of political organisation,
radically improved labour and agrarian legislation and free
public education." (2)

Thus from what had been a merchant’s protection guild six
years earlier, and had only four years earlier proclaimed it's
unconditional loyalty to the Dutch government, the SI had be-
come a mass movement rapidly heading in a revolutionary
direction.

But most mgmﬁcant in it's effect of all the events of that year,
was the Bolshevik revolution in October 1917. It sent an elec-
tric charge around the world. But it was particularly inspiring
to the revolutionaries in Indonesia because they were always
being told that Indonesia was too backward, it didn't have a
strong enough proletariat to take power and in fact suffered
from an 'absence of all factors assumed necessary for a socialist
revolution’. And yet here was Russia, a backward peasant-
based economy and the working class fiad taken power!

Inspired by the Bolsheviks, the ISDV began organising sol-
diers' and sailors’ soviets (councils) and within three months
there were more than 3,000 members of the movement which
became known as the Red Guardists.
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Meanwhile economic conditions continued to deteriorate, real
income declined continuously from 1914 - 1924 and there was a
‘general restlessness' in the air. Considerable attention was de-
voted to work in Sarekat Islam and the position and influence
of the ISDV steadily gained ground. ISDV member, Darsono,
became the official SI propagandist and Semaun became SI
commissioner in charge of West Java:

By the 1919 SI congress, the powerful infuence of the ISDV
was unmistakable. Their paper reporting the congress declared,
"... the struggle was directed squarely against capitalism and was
not, as in previous times, an attack by a few on 'sinful capital-
ism'’, a combination of concepts that rests on a misunderstand-
ing of socialism.".

But the tide began to turn. Amongst revolutionaries the per-
spective had been that the Russian revolution would simply be
the first in a series of revolutions that would sweep across Eu-
rope, including the Netherlands, and which in turn would in-
tersect with the movement in Indonesia. But the movements
in Europe were defeated,(for reasons we shall go into later),
while in Indonesia Red Guardists and ISDV members. were im-
prisoned and the Dutch revolutionaries banished.

The merchant bourgeois Moslem interests that had steadily
lost ground within Sarekat Islam , began to reorganise and it in
turn began to crack apart. Within a few years Sarekat Islam had
collapsed.

The work within Sarekat Islam had transformed the ISDV
from a small group of Dutch expatriates with almost no contact
with the Indonesian masses, into an overwhelmingly Indone-
sian organisation that in many areas actually led the masses.

But while Sarekat Islam was falling apatt, the first phase of In-
donesian Communism was not yet over, Having changed
name from the ISDV to the Communist Party of Indonesia
(PKI) in 1920, it became the first Communist Party in Asia and,
although numerically small, during the 1920s it far outweighed
any other political party in Indonesia in terms of it's public sup-

ort,
pDu'ring the early 1920s, the PKI led a number of major
strikes,notably of the pawnshop workers in 1922 and the rail-
way workers in 1923, The strikes however were unsuccessful.
But they further alarmed the Dutch who in turn stepped up
their repression of PKI activities. Some of the PKI's most able
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jeaders such as Tan Malaka, Bergsma and Semaun were expelled
from Indonesia - Sneevliet had suffered the same fate, and many
more were fo follow.

It was around this time also that the party abandoned the or-
ganisational methods of democratic centralism. Instead, it was
Jetermined that a local unit could act independently, without
informing party headquarters, "so long as it's decisions were in
line with the PKI constitution and by-laws".(3) In the increas-
ingly volatile situation, to try and organise a revolutionary party
on a 'do your own thing' basis was a recipe for disaster - particu-
larly given the relative inexperience of the party and the contin-
ual arrests , imprisonment and banishment of party cadres. (It
was no doubt these factors that played a large part in the decision
being made in the first place.) _

In mid-1925, with the economy picking up, strikes began to oc-
cur again, all wild-cat, all small and mostly unsuccessful. Then
in Semarang major strikes began to break out. Thereafter fol-
lowed strikes in Medan and Batavia and a near general strike in
Surabaya. Repression was stepped up. The right of assembly was
prohibited in all areas where the PKI existed. Frustration and
desperation grew - not least among the inexperienced leaders
who were left. It was decided to organise an insurrection - for
the following year.

“However by then the labour unions of Java, which were to
have provided the major revolutionary thrust, were in a state of
collapse following their defeats. Secret terrorist organisations
had been established in some regions but the centre had little or
no control over them - the transmission of the centre's ideas had
depended to a great extent on it's now banned publications.
There were conflicts within the regional party organisations,
and even sub-sections showed increased independence of sec-
tion leadership."(4)

To make matters worse, the leadership of the party itself was
split over the question of insurrection and during the
‘preparatory' period, some leaders were touring branches ar-
guing in favour, and others were touring arguing against the
idea. The movement was visibly dissolving into anarchy.(5)

Thus when they occurred, the uprisings were a disaster. De-
spite the rebellious mood that undoubtedly existed, the move-
ments in Java were quickly put down, with the exception of
Banten where resistance continued until late in 1926 and Suma-
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tra where the insurrection did not begin until early 1927 and was

quickly smashed - 13,000 arrests were made and of those arrested
an unspecified number were executed. Thousands were impris-
oned and 1,300 were sent to the horrendous, malaria infested
Boven Digul concentration camp in West Papua. ]

Thus ended the first period of open Communist activity in In-
donesia.

kkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkd

Underground and Independence

It's important to note that it was only from this point that the
focus of the struggle became 'nationalism’ and the rise of the na-
tionalist movement occurred.

In fact Ruth McVey, the most astute of all bourgeois commen-
tators, points out that Indonesian communists of the time felt
that, "nationalism was a European phenomenon of the nine-
teenth century and not a real issue in the Indonesia of their day ..

The concept of a revolution aimed not just at national indepen-
dence but also at drastic social change was ... not limited to doctri-
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naire leftists (sic) in the central party leadership; it was an inte-
gral part of the PKI's popular appeal .... The power of this appeal
is shown by the fact that opponents preferred to attack the PKI on
almost any issue except communism itself."(6)

Not only physically but ideologically, the whole movement
had been thrown backwards. It is also important to take note of
world events and the subsequent development of the commu-
nist movement internationally which in turn had a decisive ef-
fect within Indonesia itself. As we have said, revolutionaries
throughout the world expected the Russian revolution to be but
the first in a series of revolutions that would bring the working
class to power in at least several key countries in Europe that
were unquestionably ripe for revolt. However, fundamentally
because the leaders of European Social Democracy sided with
'their own' capitalist classes, and because the young revolution-
ary parties there had not developed the strength to overcome
that fact, the revolutions failed.

Consequently, even though the working class had won power
in the Soviet Union, because it was an isolated, backward coun-
try that had been weakened by three years of world war, ravaged
by civil war and almost brought to it's knees by invasion from all
the major imperialist powers on top of all that, an inevitable re-
action set in. And this reaction manifested in the rise to power of
a bureaucracy - hesitant at first, but paradoxically growing in con-
fidence (and ruthlessness) with each revolution that was defeat-
ed internationally. And personified in this process was the con-
sumate ruthless bureaucrat - Joseph Stalin. :

In the last years of his life Lenin formed a bloc with Leon Trot-
sky, the other great leader of the revolution, to try and put a
check on what was happening, but he was extremely ill and died
in 1924. Trotsky now became the individual who personified
the struggle against reaction, both bourgeois and Stalinist. Histo-
rians portray the ensuing struggle between Stalin and Trotsky as
some kind of crude, individual struggle for power. This was not
the crux of what was at stake at all - rather it was a struggle over
either the maintenence or the abandonment of Bolshevism it-
self.

But to return to Indonesia, by the time of the 1926/1927 upris-
ing, this process was already decisively under way. The Commu-
nist International (Comintern) formed under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky as a focal point for the strategy and tactics of
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revolutionaries internationally had suffered a consequent de-
generation. While undoubtedly the turn of world develop-
ments had enormously affected the prospects for Indonesian
revolution, the Stalinisation of the Comintern does not seem to
have played a determining role - the Stalinists at this time were
mainly pre-occupied with the situation in China.

There, the Comintern had ordered the Chinese Communist
Party to work within the Kuomintang (KMT), a bourgeois na-
tionalist organisation, with the strategy supposedly being based
on the Indonesian experience. But here lies a crucial difference.
The Indonesian Communists had not buried their own pro-
gramme, but instead loudly proclaimed it. In contrast, "the Co-
mintern leadership instructed the Chinese communists to sac-
rifice their own programme in favour of the bourgeois
programme of the KMT ... to dissolve their independent press -
and even hand over a list of their members to the KMT leader-
ship." (7) As a result, in a chilling preview of Indonesia 1965, the
Chinese Communist Party suffered a catastrophic defeat and
- thousands of workers were slaughtered. '

Given Moscow's lack of attention it should however be noted

that, di to Se- , i
maun, the Comintern did AWAS!  AWAS! PROGRAMMA

not want to establish any PENTING | DAHLIA-QPERA
centres outside Moscow =~ R
for Asian work for fear |7t sl realutn ol malem don
that Asian revolutionar- XORE AN Haiers berikeatnje

ies would be attracted to
the Left Opposition - the
group Trotsky led. Fur-
thermore, what is un-
questionable is that subse-

quent swings in policy by

the Comintern were to
play a decisive role in In-
donesian affairs.

“The end of this first

PERT]INTA-AN"
[ VA S

|

ENTREE PRIJZEN:

Mempectoendjaekan

&l
o

Miss Rack dus Br. Zaina!

delam ejeriters:

GAGAK-S0LO

Tjeritera pentjeert gratleacn
Jeng amar memank heti,

Liatlah Mr. Zalnal sebagal
Loed « Lister Indonesia 7

Denguclak njaenjizal jang
merdoe |

bt Gren. Baaeing
Actenrs den acfiices jang
diespol.

phase of PKI history

i 3 Lege fl— | Kas Il fo30 stanglah Jang soree-soree,
brought a Shlf!: in the x:fs Ioforsf kuay fon z:ngg:nh!.lngpll
scene of Indonesian Com- | #un ros| ks v for tehatoun ceneat |

TF Faveiar

munist activity. Indone-

sia itself was now only a An underground PKI pamphlet put out during the
1930s with a fake cover announcing a play by
Dahlia Opera, an Indonesian theatre group (From
The PK! Baroe by BB Hering)



minor part of the stage. Until 1935 there was no significant ac-
tivity there. Then Musso, an exiled PKI leader living in Mos-
cow, retumed to Indonesia to set up the ‘illegal PKI, ..A far
more important centre of Communist activity, however, was
the Netherlands, where many of the future leaders of the Indo-
nesian Republic were living at that time as students.” (8)

For some years a nationalist organisation called Perhimpu-
nan Indonesia had been in existence in Holland and it was to
this organisation that the expatriate students were affilliated.
During the same period a myriad of nationalist organisations
sprang up within Indonesia itself including the PNI, the Par-
tindo and the Gerindo. It was particularly in Gerindo that PKI
members worked. During this period work within the trade
unions was also maintained.

The depression had a ravaging effect on the Indonesian econ-
-.omy. Peasants were forced to pawn their land as taxes were
raised to pay for the crisis - between 1926 and 1932 taxes in-
creased 44%. As right-wing author JM Van der Kroef puts it,
"those proletarianisation processes, in the long run could only
strengthen the appeal of the Communist Party, and while in
the 1930s there were no spectacular outbursts that could be at-
tributed to..(the PKI)..there was undoubtedly a broadening of
political consciousness in Indonesian society that was ready for
exploitation at a later date. In 1933 sailors on the Dutch naval
vessel Zeven Provincien mutinied briefly, siezed command of
the ship and attempted to sail it to a Russian port, until a bomb
attack by a Dutch naval plane put an end to these plans. The
mutiny, though apparently instigated by a Socialist trade union
and by nationalists, was not without effect on developing Indo-
nesian political opinion, despite its ignominious end. The
present writer, who was in Indonesia at the time, heard in
many Dutch circles that the Communists were really responsi-
ble for the mutiny..."(9)

Exports collapsed. The amount eamned by export sales in 1935
was only 25% of that in 1925. Poverty and hardship rose, unem-
ployment rose, the economy contracted and wages were cut.
Wages paid out (in million guilders) were: 1929-102; 1931 - 84:
1934 -10.

Meanwhile the Comintern had veered wildly to the left and
then back to the right again. In perhaps the Comintern's most
glaringly demented phase, having destroyed the revolutionary
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possibilities in China through leaning on capitalist elements,
the Stalinists veered in diagonally the opposite direction. Ac-
cording to them it was now the "Third Peried” - the period of the
final collapse of world capitalism (which was quite possible).

But what made it impossible was their policies. The Socialist
Parties, Labour Parties, Social Democratic Parties international-
ly, many of them being huge working class organisations, were
declared to be 'social fascist' parties. The Comintern declared
that these parties now constituted the main danger confronting
the working class and therefore they had to be destroyed. This
policy had its most tragic repercussions in Germany where rath-
er than uniting with the rank and file Social Democrats against
the fascists, the Communists consistently fought against the So-
cial Democrats as the "main enemy". Hitler was able to come to
power "withoutf breaking a pane of glass". As a result, the
strongest Communist Party outside the Soviet Union was de-
stroyed.

As the mistake became clear, a panicky Stalin did another U-
turn. Ignoring the fact that the Western capitalists had support-
ed Hitler in his rise to power as a 'bulwark against Commun-
ism’, the Comintern declared that Communist Parties through-
out the world must form a Popular Front' against the fascists
with 'their own' respective capitalists - of course on the terms of
the capitalists.

As Ted Grant put it, "...the full danger which Hitler represent-
ed to the Soviet Union was apparent to everyone. Stalin and the
bureaucracy became panic-stricken. Contemptuous and cynical
of the capacity of the Comintern as an instrument of world rev-
olution, Stalin more openly converted it into an instrument of
Russian foreign policy. An organisation in class society which
ceases to represent the working class inevitably falls under the
pressure and the influence of the bourgeoisie. Stalin, in his
search for allies, now tumed to the bourgeoisie of Britain and
France. The 'Popular Front' policy was initiated.... This policy
of coalition with the liberal capitalists is one against which Le-
nin had struggled all his life."(10)

What the Popular Front' meant in Indonesia was not only
'co-operation’ with Indonesian bourgeois nationalists, but the
Dutch as well! According to the line every other consideration ,
including even independence, had to be subordinated to the
struggle against fascism.
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In Holland, as far as the Netherlands Communist Party was
concerned, not only was socialism off the agenda, but even in-
dependence for the colonies of Dutch imperialism, i.e. Indone-
sia. At the same time, the expatriate Indonesian students’ or-
ganisation, Perhimpunan, which was now controlled by the
Communists, dropped the word ‘Merdeka' (meaning indepen-
dent) from the name of it's journal, Indonesia Merdeka .

Thus when the Japanese invaded Indonesia in 1942 the PKI
were placed in the position of having to argue that the Indone-
sian masses should combine with the Dutch to fight them. But
the Indonesian masses wanted no part of such a deal. Indeed far
from seeing the Japanese as the main enemy, future PKI leader
Aidit later recalled, " The Indonesian people harboured illu-
sions that the Japanese were liberators..." when they first ar-
rived. These illusions were soon dispelled. It is worth noting as
well, that the Dutch colonialists harboured no such ‘allied’ illu-
sions as the PKI had. When some Indonesians did request arms
to help fight the Japanese, they were told this was 'impossible’.

An interesting contrast with the official PKI line is provided
here with the position of Indonesian communists still prison-
ers from the 26/'27 rebellion, who were taken by the fleeing
Dutch administration with them to’Australia, to prevent them
being used for propaganda purposes by the Japanese. Having ef-
fectively been isolated from the Stalinist degeneration of the
Communist movement internationally, (as a result of being in
prison for a decade and a half), they were not at all happy with
the idea of a bloc with Dutch colonialism. As Australian com-
munist, Rupert Lockwood, revealingly put it, "Though advised
by the CPA (Communist Party of Australia ), the PKI ... at first
made sectarian errors (sic) that made CPA hairs stand on end.
The PKI brought many problems with it from behind the barbed
wire of D Compound. Not a few of it's members still spoke in
the warmed-up cliches of 1926 (sic), and resisted co-operation
with the NEI (Dutch) Government-in-Exile."(11)

But the CPA persisted and won out. Their "advice”" manifest-
ed in the old PKI leader Sardjono, (as Lockwood so in inimitably
puts it)".. setting an example..by donning a Dutch uniform, as
Netherlands Indies Government-in -Exile Public Relations Of-
ficer." Sardjono had spent the previous 16 years in a Dutch con-
centration camp!
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Other Indonesian workers were not at all convinced. Refer-
ring to Indonesian seamen stationed in Australia during the
war Lockwood lamented, "... the Indonesians held that the war
was a purposeless clash of empires, after which they would be
asked to accept the familiar currency of authoritarian direction.”

The Japanese occupation marked a turning point. The capitu-
lation of the Dutch Colonial Administration only eight days af-
ter the Japanese invaded had an enormous psychological effect
on the Indonesian masses - they had seen them defeated and de-
feated easily. At the same time, illusions in Japanese imperial-
ism disappeared. They instituted a brutal slave labour (romu-
sha) system under which at least 200,000 people died. Some
sources say up to two million Indonesians died during the occu-
pation. And therefore despite their policy towards the Dutch,
the PKI did earn respect for their hostility to Japanese occupa-
tion.

However with the defeat of Japan the whole situation was rad-
ically altered and the PKI missed an enormous opportunity.
Stalin and the Western powers were dividing up the continent
of Europe between them - nothing was to upset that, therefore
the PKI had to continue to 'compromise’ with the Dutch. While
Stalin and the West were leaning on one another, the colonial
world was simmering with revolution. -

Commenting on Communist exiles returning from the Neth-
erlands, George Kahin wrote, "It does seemn clear that when they
first arrived in Indonesia late in 1945 and early 1946, they were
adhering closely to Moscow's line... Their injtial orientation
was, paralleling that of the Netherlands Communist Party, anti-
Republic. They conceived of the Republic as Japanese-made and
Fascistic and their objective was to reunite the Netherlands and
Indonesia. Thus the Netherlands government was happy to fly
them out free of charge to Indonesia."(12) Indeed, during the In-
dependence struggle, the PKI, by following Moscow's directives,
at times found themselves objectively to the right of the PNI and
even the Masjumi party!™ ‘ '

But rapidly the exiles realised their position was ridiculous. As
Kahin puts it, "...they saw the Republic from the inside. They
soon concluded that it was neither a Japanese product nor a Fas-

*The Masjumi were a right-wing Moslem party.

16



cist dictatorship. It was clear to them that the Republic had the
enthusiastic support of the population...”.

From mid 1944 onwards the exiles in Australia were organis-
ing Indonesian Independence Committees and at their request,
in a magnificent display of working class internationalism, the
Australian trade unions put a ban on Dutch shipping. This

Internationalism at work - Indoneslans and Australians

march fogether through Sydney, 1945
proved to be a definite thorn in the side of Dutch attempts to rec-
olonise Indonesia. It should be pointed out that this was in large
part due to the influence of the Communist Party of Australia
and was effectively against the Moscow line - the pro-Dutch po-
sition was clearly untenable for a sustained period.

In late 1945 the Australian Militant, a Marxist paper of the
time, reported on news just recieved from Amsterdam: "Wide-
spread indignation with the imperialist policy of the Govern-
ment of Holland in suppressing the struggle of the Indonesians
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for their independence, has led in the past week to organised
protest movements of soldiers culminating in mass demon-
strations last Saturday, and a general strike in this city which
began on Monday and was concluded Tuesday night.

During the second week in September, the soldiers at the Har-
derwijk camp near Amsterdam were informed that they were
to embark for Indonesia. ... The soldiers protesting against the
government order ... bluntly refused to go. They formed a com-
mittee representing at first 150 men, and went to the Commu-
nist headquarters to obtain aid...since many of them were
members of the CP. The leaders of the latter refused all help.
The soldiers' committee thereupon turned to the other work-
ers’ organisations ..."

For its part, Radio Moscow, the voice of the Soviet bureaucra-
¢y, ignored the proclamation of independence in 1945. The So-
viet Union didn't adopt a favourable attitude to the Republic
until January 1946. :

British paratroops, sent to Indonesia to help restore Duich
rule, staged a sit-down strike and British merchant seamen in
Sydney mutinied. Boycotts were eventually imposed on the
Dutch by workers in Burma, Canada, Sri Lanka, China, Egypt,
Holland, India, Japan, New Zealand; Pakistan, Singapore, the

- Soviet Union, Thailand, and the United States.

It was the youth of Indonesia who were the driving force be-
hind the independence struggle, and it was their irrepressible
zeal that led to the declaration of independence on August
17th, 1945. (They at one stage actually kidnapped the national-
ist leader Sukarno who was a lot more 'cautious’, in order fo
force his hand.) Sukarno became President of the Republic of
Indonesia and another bourgeois nationalist, Hatta, became
Vice President.

The Dutch however, were not at all pleased with the idea of
losing their colony. Following the British army who arrived in
Java in late September, they attempted to militarily re-assert
control. In December 1945 the Militant reported, "Lacking
heavy arms, lacking military training, lacking everything ex-
cept a burning conviction of the justice of their cause, the Indo-
nesians are fighting back bravely against the British invaders at
Surabaya.

- In bravery, devotion, and administrative skill, they have as-

tonished the world, including those imperialist bandits, who
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now find themselves compelled to resort to military force when
they had hoped ... that trickery and prevarication would do the
job. The British Command, after a series of eonferences designed
to gain time for the assembling of their and the Dutch military
forces, have brutally bombed and shelled the virtually defence-
less city of Surabaya, in the meantime holding open Batavia and
other ports in readiness for the arrival of the Dutch armies now
reported to have reached India.

-The capitalist press speaks gloatingly of Indonesians mown
down in
"fanatical" at-
tacks on British
tanks, and of
many women
and children
killed when
troops fired on a
"mob”, " No pris-
oners, they say,
are being taken,
because the na-
tives have ig-
nored the British
ultimatum  to
disarm. In the
meantime they
continue to
spread the usual
childish non-
sense about thou-
sands of Japanese
soldiers fighting
for the Indone-
sians...".

In fact the Brit-
ish, who had sup-
posedly gone to
Indonesia to dis-
arm the Japanese,
had in fact re-
armed them, and

Women during the Independencs struggle

19



the two enemies of yesterday were now fighting alongside each
other against the Indonesians.The British withdrew but the
struggle with the Dutch continued, occasionally militarily, but
mainly politically, until December 1949 when independence was
finally achieved. Throughout T

this period, the Indonesian
government controlled certain
areas of the country and the
Dutch controlled other areas.

Having abandoned their alli-
ance with the Dutch, the PKI
still however remained com-
pletely submerged within the
independence movement it-
self. As Ruth McVey puts it,
"The PKI's leaders, following a
policy of extreme self-
effacement.... identified their
programme completely with
that of the government even in
the latter's least popular poli-
cies."(13) Demands on behalf of
the workers and peasants were
set aside in the "national inter-
est”. : _

In the mid 50s, Aidit, reflecting on the failure of the PKI to cap-
ture the leadership of the independence struggle wrote, "During
the revolution, the Party abandoned political, ideological and or-
ganisational freedom and did not attach sufficient importance to
it's activities in labor and peasant circles. These were the reasons
why the revolution failed ... The Party failed to realise in the Au-
gust revolution that there was no need for illegality. The Party
failed to realise that the Dutch colonial era ended and that a new
era opened. -This was the first mistake: the failure to declare the
party legal and lead the revolution."

As aresult the leadership of the independence movement be-
came a struggle between various bourgeois nationalist figure-
heads - Sukarno, Hatta, Sjahrir, etc - along with Tan Malaka* as
well.

It should be emphasised that despite the mistakes, the PKI were

Tan Malaka

*Tan Malaka had split with the Comintern and become a Teft-wing nationalist.
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nevertheless potentially a
powerful force with sym-
pathetic military units.
Recognising the possible
threat, Hatta, now leader of
the Republican govern-
ment, initiated a “re-
organisation and rationali-
sation” process within the
army - meaning the dis-
bandment of PKI units.
Conflicts between pro and
anti PKI military units oc-
curred with more and
more frequency culminat-
ing in the brutal "Madiun
Affair” in 1948, :

Pro-PKI soldiers seized .
control of the city of Ma- - -
diun in central East Java in September 1948. Tt does not appear
that the PKI was involved in the planning of the operation ex-
cept at a local level, however once the rebellion had begun it
quickly became an attempt to take power, and PKI leader Musso
declared himself head of an alternative government. However
just as in 1926/27 it was quite swiftly crushed - though this time
in a more bloody fashion. However the party itself did not have
to go through another twenty-year period underground.

Indeed within a year George Kahin was writing in the Far East-
ern Survey about the potential of growth for.the PKI - "That po-
tential is strong, particularly among young intellectuals, in direct
proportion to the frustration of hopes for real national indepen-
dence...a number of able young intellectuals having a high lead-
ership potential, formerly opposed to Communism, are being at-
tracted toward it and are almost certain to join ... if the present
anti-Communist leaders of the Republic are forced to make more
concessions to the Dutch." This illustrates how fluid the situa-
tion was.

Within three years the party was leading major strike move-
ments. Jeanne 5. Mintz quite graphically describes the mood of
the times, "... within a few weeks after the transfer of sovereignty,
there was a general miasma of disillusionment, as the revolu-
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tionary “elan faded and no single equally inspiring force came to
take it's place. From the masses of the Indonesian people who
had played an active role in achieving their independence there
came a rather inartic-
ulate but nevertheless
real demand that in-
dependence bring in
it's wake something
positive and tangible,
some visible differ-
ences from the pover-
ty and hardship of
their daily lives. As
some of their leaders
had anticipated, the
Indonesian people
soon made the dis-
covery that indepen-
dence is  not
enough."(14)

It was also in 1951
that a group of young
men led by D.N. Aidit,
none of whom were
aged over 30, came
into the leadership of
the PKI. It is really
from this point that
the third incarnation
of the party begins.

dededededede ke ke de ok ok

D.N. Aldit

The Aidit Years

From the outset, the appearance of the new leadei'ship was one
of spectacular success. From fewer than 7,000 members in early
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1952, the party numbered more than 150,000 by 1954. In addition
it's trade union federation SOBSI had become the largest in the
country. Rather than concentrating on making "fronts" with na-
tionalist leaders who wanted no part of such deals following Ma-
diun, the PKI was "forced to concentrate on a united front from
below, a tactic which proved singularly effective in 1950 - 1951
and was one of the chief factors in the party's swift post rebellion
recovery and it's development of a number of powerful Com-
munist mass organisations."(15) ‘

This had occurred as a reflection of declining economic condi-
tions - up to 25% unemployment, the continued existence of feu-
dal relationships on the land and the absence of any visible bene-
fit from independence. It is interesting to note that 70% of the
estates on Java and Sumatra were back in foreign hands by 1953.

The party's growth continued apace. In the general elections of
1955 the PKI polled 16% of the vote and in local elections two
years later they had become the most popular party in Central
Java. By 1958 the PKI membership had reached 1.5 million. At
government level a series of weak and unstable coalitions came
and went from power - in less than seven years, six cabinets suc-
ceeded one another! T

Meanwhile there -were increasing signs of agitation from the
senior level of the military who had emerged as a powerful force
from the independence struggle. It was against this background,
“and to divert the attention of the masses from their economic
problems,that all the parties in Indonesia became involved in a
fervently nationalist campaign to have Dutch occupied West
New Guinea incorporated into Indonesia. In the course of this
campaign, in a series of largely spontaneous actions, led by both
PNI and PKI rank and file members, the workers of Indonesia oc-
cupied and took control of all Dutch enterprises in the couniry .

In turn the Armed Forces seized the companies. Their power
was now not only military but economic as well. The following
year a faction of the Armed Forces representing feudal interests
on the Outer Islands (and backed by the United States) attempted
to overthrow the government. Lacking mass support the revolt
was crushed and as a result some political parties were banned -
and those that weren't had their activities severely curtailed.
Martial law was introduced. Independence had certainly not
brought with it stable capitalist democracy!

But worse was to come. Up until 1959 there had at least been
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elections, but in that year Sukarno, the President, under pres-
sure from the army, dissolved parliament and in it's place pro-
claimed the formation of an appointed, hand-picked
"Consultative Congress". Thus was introduced the 'Guided De-
mocracy' period during which not a single election was held.
The PKI approved of Sukarno's actions.
~ It's worthwhile pausing here to consider the theories upon
which the PKI's practical decisions were based. According to
Aidit the primary task was to form, "... a united front of all anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal forces in the country. That is to say,
the working class, the peasantry, the petit - bourgeoisie and the
national bourgeoisie. The task of this alliance is to bring about
not socialist but democratic reforms."

It should be noted first of all that this was precisely the same
"bloc of four classes’ formula from which the Chinese Commu-
nist Party had operated in the 1920's which led to their terrible
defeat. But why was it such a dangerous theory? Let us look
more closely. There was obviously no question that Indonesia
had not become a modern capitalist country: as Marxists putit, it
had not completed the tasks of the bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion, which were:

1) a thorough going land reform, giving land to the peasants
which in turn could create a viable internal market.

2) the unification of the country and the development of the
nation along modern lines, both economically, and pohtlcally
through the institution of parllamentary democracy. :

These tasks were completed in the advanced capitalist world
roughly by the end of the nineteenth century. Most of the ex-
colonial and colonial countries had not been able to carry
through these tasks. In addition, as the advanced capitalist
countries solidified their domination of the entire world
through imperialism, for the colonial and ex-colonial nations a
third task was added:

3) The overthrow of direct rule by imperialism and even after
that was achieved, the freeing of the economy from the stangle-
hold still exercised by imperialism.

Put simply, these measures were what was necessary to trans-
form Indonesia from a backward agricultural nation into a mod-
ern capitalist democracy. But the vital question was, which forc-
es in society were to carry through these tasks? In Europe these
measures had been carried out against the incumbent feudal in-
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terests by the rising national bourgeoisie in each of the different
countries, using of course, the masses to do their fighting for
them. Was this to be the case in Indonesia? What role was the
proletariat to play? Let us back-track briefly.

In the very early 1920s when the Communist International
had been a healthy organisation an extremely important discus-
sion took place within it's ranks concerning precisely the rela-
tionship between the proletariat and the national bourgeoisie of
the colonial countries. Arising from this discussion Lenin stat-
ed, "... I should like especially to emphasise the question of the
bourgeois democratic movement in backward countries...There
has been a certain rapprochement between the bourgeoisie of
the exploiting countries and that of the colonies, so that very of-
ten - perhaps even in most cases - the bourgeoisie of the op-
pressed countries, while it does support the national move-
ment, is in full accord with the imperialist bourgeoisie, i.e. joins
forces with it against all revolutionary movements and revolu-
tionary classes." .

But if the bourgeoisie themselves are incapable of carrying
through the bourgeois democratic revolution then which sec-
tion of society is capable? Of all the great revolutionary theoreti-
cians, it was Trotsky, who not only earlier, but more exactly as
well, analysed the nature of the revolution in the colonial
world, and flowing from it , the tasks of communist revolution-
aries - this set of ideas subsequently became known as the theory
of Permanent Revolution.

Central to the theory was the realisation that in the colonial
and semi-colonial world the national bourgeoisie and the feu-
dal interests were woven together and therefore there was no
way that the national bourgeoisie would side with the masses
against those feudal interests, nor the interests of imperialism.

Therefore the workers and peasants would have to carry out
the tasks of the bourgeois democratic revolution...against the na-
tional bourgeoisie! ‘In addition "throughout history the peasan-
try, tied to it's small plot of land, has had a very narrow horizon,
an extremely parochial horizon, moreover because it is so hete-
rogeneous it always looks to the urban classes for leadership. In
the modern epoch it is either the capitalists or the working class
which provides the lead."(16)

The revolution could not be led by the capitalists because the
revolution was against them and thus it had to be by the work-

25



ing class. But having initiated the bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion against the bourgeoisie, the workers and peasants obviously
would not stop there, and thus the tasks of the bourgeois demo-
cratic and the tasks of the socialist revolution were telescoped to-
gether - hence permanent revolution.

In turn, because of the impossibility of building socialism in
one coutry, particularly an economically backward one, the rev-
olution would ultimately have to spread internationally or face
inevitable degeneration. Because of the imperialist domination
of the world, there was no role for the colonial bourgeoisie. This
was particularly so with the Indonesian bourgeoisie who were 80
weak and pathetic as a class that the major question was whether
they even actually existed or not! What was incontestable was
that those seedlings of a capitalist class that did exist were inextri-
cably interlinked with feudal interests.

As Aidit himself wrote in frustration in 1964, "Indonesia’s na-
tional bourgeoisie is still young and has many family ties with
the landlords. One of its legs is capitalist while the other is feu-
dal." Yet the PKI -
leadership put
their faith in their
"alliance” with
them. In fact their
analysis was based
on the Stalinist
two-stage theory of
revolution and
had little to do
with the concrete
reality of contem-
porary Indonesia.

According to
Aidit, "The charac-
ter of the Indone-
sian revolution at
the present stage is
bourgeois demo-
cratic and not prol-
etarian socialist.
But the bourgeois
democratic revolu-

Aidit and Mao Tse Tung
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tion in Indonesia is no longer one of the old type, or a part of
the out-dated world bourgeois democratic revolution: it is one
of a new type and a part of the world proletarian socialist revo-
lution firmly opposed to imperialism. The Indonesian revo-
lution is bourgeois in nature because it does not abolish pri-
vate ownership of the means of production. This is
manifested in the fact that it distributes land to the peasants
and encourages the growth of the national bourgeoisie so that
- it may be free from dependence upon imperialism. It is also
democratic in nature, because it is opposed to feudalism and
fights for democratic rights for the Indonesian people as a
whole" (17) ‘

For all of Aidit's playing with words about "new types" and
"old types” of bourgeois democratic revolutions, what it boiled
down to was two distinct stages; firstly the bourgeoisie would
come to power and then, after years (?), decades (?), even cen-
turies (?), the working class and peasants would come to pow-

er. Yet as Aidit himself had pointed out, "The failure of the -~

August 1945 revolution showed that the Indonesian bourgeoi-
sie was unable to lead the bourgeois democratic revolution in
the era of imperialism"Yet still, because all their theoretical
education had been Stalinist, because of the authority of Mos-
cow and Peking, and because of their growth in numbers, the
PKI continued to base their strategy on ‘alliance’ with the na-
tional bourgeoisie..

As Rex Mortimer put it, "It has seldom happened that a party
as large as the PKI has held a class fraction, the 'national bour-
geoisie' in such high esteem, placed so many hopes upon it
and accommodated itself to it, while knowing so little about it,
"In essence the PKI leadership were putting their faith in peo-
ple who were not ‘allies’ but were in fact enemies of the mass-
es; this was why it was so dangerous. :

Let us take stock: Ten and more years after independence and
none of the tasks of the bourgeois democratic revolution had
been accomplished. Feudal property relations were still intact,
parliamentary democracy had been abolished, and instead of
capitalist indstry forging ahead the economy was in shambles.

The development of the economy that had taken place was
undertaken by the siafe. But as Richard Robison explains,
"...the development of state enterprises did not represent a
concerted move towards socialisation, or indeed even nation-
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alisation of the economy...the intervention of the state in the
economy, to 1956, was heavily influenced by the idea that the
state would provide the infrastructure for the development of a
domestic capitalist class, operate enterprises that were necessary
but beyond the capacity of national capital, and directly finance
and protect a national {and by national was generally meant in-
degenous) bourgeoisie.” And further. "Despite the concerted at-
tempt by the state to build an indigenous bourgeoisie, the
growth of this class was not impressive.

It was fundamentally the same economic idea underlying the
Guided Democracy period but increasingly the historical inepti-
tude of the local capitalist class was becoming obvious. The
Dutch concerns that the masses had seized could not be handed
over to the local bourgeoisie because they were simply too
weak, therefore they had to be nationalised. It was the concrete
reality rather than the desires of those in power that governed
the situation. Robison continues, "it is agreed by most com-
mentators that by 1965...the domesitc bourgeoisie had not ad-
vanced since the 1950s." (18}

But furthermore, what flowed from the two stage theory was
the idea that the working class could not take industrial action
against the national bourgeoisie because they were supposed to
be in alliance. But this was not an equal alliance. Because it was
supposedly the bourgeois democratic revolution then the inter-
ests of the bourgeoisie had to come first - the interests of the
workers had to come second. As Rex Mortimer describes it, "...
the entire emphasis ... was on the self-abnegating role of the
workers and their political respensibilities toward other classes
and the nation as a whole ...".(19) This was the most dangerous
and ultimately the most fatal aspect of the whole situation.

Why then was the PKI growing so rapidly? Because as Indo-
nesia slid towards catastrophe the whole of society was polaris-
ing ... and on one side was the PKI. They were relatively un-
touched by corruption scandals rife at the time, and despite
their policies they were at least perceived to be 'doing some-
thing ' - they were the workers' traditional, and only, political
voice. As Ruth McVey observed in the early 1960s,"The PKI is
now virtually the only party worth considering as a major fac-
tor in Indonesia. The Masjumi and PSI were generally discred-
ited as a result of the rebellion... and were finally outlawed in
1960. The Nahdatul Ulama and PNI have degenerated as ox-
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ganisations into little more than self-perpetuating patronage
machines. Only Murba, a national-Communist Party ... has im-
proved it's position : but it remains a splinter group at heart, a
state of mind rather than a political organisation.” ‘

On the other side was the military. Their increasing promi-
nence was a reflection of the weakness of not only the Indone-
sian bourgeois/feudal political parties, but more fundamental-
ly, the Indonesian bourgeoisie itself. According to the two-stage
theory this should have been the period where bourgeois de-
mocracy was in blossom yet so weak was the capitalist class that
it's up-front representation had to be the military - the State
forces - normally capitalism's last line of defencel

And then there was Sukarno - the classical Bonapartist balanc-
ing delicately in between.* By the early 1960s the class forces in
Indonesia were assembling for the showdown. It was now only
a matter of time.

Conditions for the masses were becoming impossible. "The
late 1963 harvest in Java had been heavily depleted by the worst
drought and rat plague in living memory ... Aidit himself in his
report of December 1963 mentioned that "the people are now
eating virtually anything edible" and in the following months
various sources drew attention to misery on a huge scale. Reu-
ters Newsagency reported on February 16th, 1964 that in Cen-
tral Java, where the crop failure had been particularly severe,
one million people were starving; in the district of Wonosari
between two and six people starved to death daily; and the dep-
uty governor of Central Java said that 12,000 people were being
treated for malnutrition and 15,000 families had deserted their
barren rice fields. Anfara detailed that 18,000 people were starv-
ing in Bali and that there were serious rice shortages in South
Sumatra. Harign Rakjat reported on February 18th that people
were selling everything including their children.”(20)

Land reform laws had existed since 1960 yet in practice noth-

*This is a Marxist term to describe the phenomenon of a socisty in crisis - a military
police dictatorship, of one degree or another, When neither of the major class forces
are fn a strong enough position to hold power in their own right, there can arise a bal-
ancing act between the two. In such situations, an individual or group (often the mili-
tary tops) in the leadership become partly efevated above the contending class fore-
es and play them off against each other. In and of itseff this is an inherently unstable
sftuation. It is a common feature of ex-colenial nations, In the final analysis however
a definite form of property relations is represented - in this case, bourgeois.
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ing had changed. The peasants in frustration began taking over
+he land. The police, army and reactionaries in the rural areas
responded with violence.

The country was in ruin, corruption and smuggling in the ci-
vilian and military bureaucracy were rife. Managerial ineffi-
ciency and corruption by the military had ruined the national-
ised industries. Production had declined absolutely to below
what it was on the eve of the Second World War. Indonesia had
at one time been a rice surplus area. Now it was having to im-
port 150,000 tons of rice every year. The tin and rubber export
industries had dwindled away and only oil remained as an ear-
ner of dollars, The nation was heavily in debt to the world's
. banksand each year the budget deficit was doubl'mg The value
of the rupiah had sunk to a hundredth of it's legal value as the
result of chronic inflation - in the six years to 1965 the cost of liv-
ing increased by 2,000 per cent. At the same time it was reported
that up to an incredible 75% of the State Budget was being spent
on the armed forces.

For his part, Sukarno was more concerned with Indone31ans
developing "a sense of pride in their nationhood" - an afforda-
ble sentiment for a man living in a mansion surrounded by ex-
pensive works of art. To facilitate this "sense of pride" millions
were spent on prestige buildings, new boulevards and grand
statues in Jakarta. At the same time, an endless stream of
speeches, slogans and acronyms, increasingly coated in left-
wing rhetoric, issued forth from Sukamo:

ManipolfUSDEK, - Manipol being the political manifesto




and USDEK an acronym made up of the initial letters of the
1945 Constitution, Indonesian socialism, Guided Democracy,
guided economy and Indonesian identity. To these were added a
host of others - Ampera (the Message of the People’s suffering),
Berdikari (standing on our own feet), Tavip (the Year of Living
Dangerously), NEFOS and OLDEFOS (New Emerging Forces
and Old Established Forces), Nasgkom (union of Nationalism,
Religion and Communism), the need to avoid textbook think-
ing, to return to the rails of revolution, the idea of continuing

" PKI451h Anniversary Rallf, Jakarta 1985

revolution ..."(21), and so on and so forth.

Enthusiastically the PKI took up the chorus of these slogans.
In the early fifties the PKI were calling Sukarno a "Japanese col-
laborator”, a "perverter of Marxism” and a "semi-fascist”. By
the early sixties he was addressing PKI congresses. As Rex Mor-
timer puts it, "By 1963 the party’s worship was becoming almost
idolatrous. Despite the President's notorious disdain for, and
ignorance of, economic affairs, it declared that the solution of ec-
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onomic difficulties could safely be left in his hands .... A short
time later (Aidit) bestowed the final accolade by describing the
president as his first teacher in Marxism-Leninism."(22) In the
end the PKI were arguing that Marxism and Sukarnoism were
identical! '

By August 1965 the PKI had become the third largest Commu-
nist Party in the world (only the Soviet and Chinese parties were
bigger). Three and a half million Indonesians were members of
the party. In addition, the different organisations affiliated to it -
trade unions, peasant, youth, womens and cultural movements
- claimed the support of probably 20 million people.

The international bourgeoisie looked on at the situation in In-
donesia with increasing horror : it was commonly felt that the
PKI were soon to take power. No matter what their policies may
have been on paper, the concrete realities of the situation would
force them to nationalise the economy as had happened in Cuba
and China (as we have seen many sectors had been nationalised
already) : The loss of Indonesia, the fifth most populated country
in the world, would be an enormous blow to international capi-
talism, yet they were powerless to intervene. '

The desperation of their thinking is shown in a memorandum
to the Rand Corporation, in which key American policy advisor
(and CIA operative) Guy Pauker wrole, "Were the Communists
to lose Sukarno as a protector, it seems doubtful that other na-
tional leaders, capable of rallying Indonesia's dispersed and de-
moralised anti-Communist forces, would emerge in the near fu-
ture. Furthermore, these forces would probably lack the
ruthlessness that made it possible for the Nazis to suppress the
Communist Party of Germany a few weeks after the elections of
March 5th 1933 .... The enemies of the PKI including the rem-
nants of various right-wing rebellions, the suppressed political
parties, and certain elements in the armed forces, are weaker
than the Nazis, not only in numbers and in mass support, but
also in unity, discipline and leadership."(23) (This was the
thinking of international capitalism -"Where are the Nazis
when you need them?”).

On the night of September 30th 1965 things came to a head. Six
generals of the high command were kidnapped and killed by a
small force of middle-ranking military officers and a number of
locations in Jakarta were seized. Army units under General Su-
harto rapidly crushed the 'coup’ attempt in the capital, although
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fighting continued for several weeks in Central Java. The ‘coup’
and the killing of the generals were blamed on the PKI.

The killing- of PKI members and sympathisers began. At first
there was enormous confusion. Most observers thought there
would be civil war. As the Economist pointed out on the 16th
Octobet, "The most significant party in the country can hardly be
driven underground without the risk of civil war. " And indeed
there was a civil war - but only one side was fighting,

Time magazine reported on December 17th, 1965 that
"Communists, red sympathisers and their families are being
massacred by the thousands. Backlands army units are reported
to have executed thousands of Communists after interrogation
in remote jails. Armed with wide-bladed knives called parangs,
Moslem bands crept at night into the homes of Communists,
killing entire families and burying the bodies in shallow graves.
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The murder campaign became so brazen in parts of rural East
Java, that Moslem bands placed the heads of victims on poles
and paraded them through villages. The killings have been on
such a scale that the disposal of the corpses has created a serious
sanitation problem in East Java and Northern Sumatra where
the humid air bears the reek of decaying flesh. Travellers from
those areas tell of small rivers and streams that have been liter-
ally clogged with bodies. River transportation has at places been
seriously impeded."

The New York Times Sunday Magazine on May 8th, 1966, re-
ported a schoolteacher in a village near Jogjakarta as having
said, "My students went right out with the army. They pointed
out PKI members. The army shot them on the spot along with
their whole family; women, children. It was horrible ..." The
NYT’ s correspondent, Seth King, commented, "Surabaya, capi-
tal of East Java and long a centre of Communist activity, is laced
with turbid canals. Since last October, one of the more grisly
tasks of local householders living beside the canals has been to
get up each morning and -push along the bodies caught near
their garden landings." (24) ' _'

In Bali, which had been the fastest growing centre of PKI organ-
isation, the killings became so indiscriminate that finally the
army stepped in to control them. And the CIA, not known as a
humanitarian organisation, itself wrote, "In terms of the num-
bers killed, the anti-PKI massacres in Indonesia rank as one of
the worst mass murders of the twentieth century ...".

Within four months between half a million and a million
people, the cream of the working class, the best and brightest of
Indonesian society, were slaughtered. The culmination of the
PKI's two-stage. theory of revolution was vicious counter-
revolution with no stages! -

But what was most incredible about the whole situation, was
that the PKI, the third largest Communist Party in the world,
with 20 million supporters was wiped out, virtually without re-
sistance. As Rex Mortimer explains, "A dispersed and shattered
leadership seems to have lost all capacity to rally the party or
cope with the decimation of it's ranks. Sticking to the last to the
hope that Sukarno would pull their irons out of the fire, the
leaders went into hiding and became to all intents and purposes,
deactivated. Illustrative of the paralysis that afflicted the cadre
forces of the party is the following account by a PKI member and
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Aidit and Sukarno, September 1965

wife of a Central Committee functionary of the way she and her
husband reacted in the weeks and months following the coup :
"After September 30th, we. went on with our work for some
days in the normal manner, but no one with whom we came in
contact was able to inform us as to what had happened or what
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we were expected to do. As the atmosphere in Jakarta grew worse,
we just sat at home and waited for instructions. My husband had
been given no guidance about what to do in such an eventuality.

We did not expect things to turn out so badly ; we thought there
would be a setback for the party but that eventually it would be
sorted out by Sukarno.

That is why the party disintegrated so rapidly. There were no or-
ders and no one knew who to turn to or who to trust, since arrests
had started and we knew there had been betrayals ... (Party leaders)
sent word just to wait and I know that a party leader's wife was
sent to see Sukarno."(25)

Sukarno.....it all rested on Sukarno.

Flowing from their theory of alliance with the national bour-
geoisie and following the eclipse of all the political patties, the PKI
had come to the conclusion that Sukarno himself, an individual,
now represented the national bourgeoisie. But Sukarno had no
mass movement. Had he represented something solid, a power-
ful class interest, his demise in no way would have been so rapid.
It was not Sukarno but the army that ultimately represented the
interests of the national bourgeoisie, along with the forces of feu-
dalism and imperialism - all interwoven together. On the other
side of the class divide were the PKI representing the workers and
peasants and when these great class forces finally cracked apart, |
Sukarno simply toppled into the crevice.

For the third time in less than 50 years the PKI had been bloodily
crushed. The rank and file of the PKI were caught completely by
surprise,® yet it is quite possible that Aidit knew in advance of the
plan to kidnap the generals. It illustrates the whole approach of
the leadership - deals at the top rather than mobilisation of the
masses. This is the key point.

Let us recall: Aidit's criticism of the PKI leadership during the
independence struggle had been that the Party, ... abandoned po-

“This was particularly so given Aidit's bizzare "two-aspect theory” of the state on
which the party had been 'educated. As the underground PKI themselves put it in
1966, "According to this two-aspect theory' a miracle could happen in Indonesia,
Namely the state could cease to be an instrument of the ruling oppressor classes 1o
subjugate other classes, but could be made the instrument shared by both the oppres-
sor classes and the oppressed classes. And the fundamental change in state pow-
er...could be peacefully accomplished by developing the "pro-people' aspect and grad-
ually liquidating the "anti-pecple’ aspect.” in essence this was really just the classical
reformist approach.
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litical, ideological and organisational freedom and did not at-
tach sufficient importance to it's activities in labour and peasant
circles. These were the reasons why the revolution failed ...".
History repeats itself.

But let's go back one generation more, back to the very founda-
tion of the PKI itself. Had not the right-wing of the ISDV op-
posed the raising of class questions and spoken of the need for *...
unity of the native population groups necessary for the achieve-
ment of national independence and freedom..." Did not this
therefore mean support for the national bourgeoisie? Had the
right-wing not split from those who went on to form the PKI
precisely over this question?

Had not the Tjokroaminoto faction of Sarekat Islam con-
demned ‘sinful’ (by which they meant 'foreign’) capitalism,
whilst supporting native capitalism?

The Aidit leadership of the PKI had effectively reverted to
these ideas. Yet it was precisely in the struggle against these ideas
that the PKI had developed in the first placel The wheel had
come full circle.

In 1960 Aidit stated explicitly that the "class struggle was sub-
servient to the national struggle", yet in reality this had been
PKI policy from at least the time that Musso had arrived back in
Indonesia from Moscow in 1935, The history of the PKI is in
many ways a history of the international Communist move-
ment itself. Obviously there were certain local peculiarities
(such as the reliance on one man - Sukarno) but the underlying
theoretical basis that led the PKI to such a position emanated ini-
tially from Moscow.

Even following the Moscow/Peking split, when Indonesia
came to side with the Chinese, both Moscow and Peking were
putting forward the idea of "alliance" with the national bour-
geoisie. Certainly from the 1930s onwards much of the blame
for what happened in Indonesia can be laid squarely at the door-
step of international Stalinism.

What happened in 1965 was all the more incredible when one
considers that in the last few years it was the Chinese Commu-
nist Party that had become the mentors of the PKI. The same
Chinese Communists who themselves had been obliterated 40
years earlier, precisely for putting their faith in an alliance with
the national capitalists. The parallels even extended to certain
details. In an eerie replay of China in the 1920s, the PKI on Feb-
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Caplured PKI members await execution In graves

they have heen forced to dig themselves,.Central
Java



ruary 4th, 1961, handed "the authorities” a list of party members,
including addresses, position in the party and date of entry into
the party.(26) Even bourgeois observers in Indonesia at the time
where drawing the parallel between the Indonesia of the 1960s
and the China of the 1920s.

But the tragedy did not stop there. Less than a decade later in
Chile the labour movement was smashed and the best of the
working class slaughtered for following exactly the same poli-
cies. Indeed, "... the US backed overthrow of the Allende gov-
ernment in Chile occurred under the the slogan, Jakarta is ap-

As two men await certain death. a soldier bayonets those at his feet -
October 1965



-proaching.(27) As is the case with Chile, the CIA were intri-
cately and bloodily involved with the destruction of the PKI.
But their effect should not be exaggerated. Just as in Chile, in In-
donesia it was the mistakes of the PKI leadership that were cru-
cial. Without those mistakes the efforts of the CIA would have
been futile.

Could the PKI have come to power? Yes, we believe - many
times. Or let us put it more accurately - the objective conditions
for taking power were ripe on many occasions. In the 1920s -
leaving aside their organisational disarray - it is certainly ques-
tionable whether they were powerful enough. Tan Malaka be-
lieved the uprising of 1926 had been left too late and that more
time was needed now to build up the Party's strength - that is
probably right. However during the independence struggle it is
quite clear that the PKI essentially handedtheir chance for the
leadership of that struggle away.

Likewise during the 1960s there was no question that Indone-

sia was ripe for revolution. A significant indicator is always the
attitude of international capitalism - and what was their atti-
tude? It varied from alarm to panic! Let us also not forget that
numerically the PKI in the 1960s was in a way more favourable
situation than the Bolsheviks had been in 1917 for example, Yet
in terms of political theory it was way behind. It was not num-
bers, but theory that was.the PKI's problem. Obviously there are
no guarantees of success, even if the most scrupulous attitude is
taken towards theory, sometimes the conditions are just not
right. We do not believe this was the case however in the Indo-
~ nesia of the 1940s and 1960s.
- Itis not even excluded that the PKI could have come to power
in the 1960s with Sukarno remaining as nominal head of gov-
ernment. But had they taken power (with or without Sukarno)
it is inevitable given the policies of the leadership, that the re-
sulting regime would not have been of a genuinely socialist na-
ture - run by workers'democracy - but rather a deformed work-
ers' state along the lines of China. Nevertheless, the
elimination of landlordism and capitalism in the largest country
in South East Asia would have been an enormous step forward
and a mighty boost in confidence for the oppressed masses inter-
nationally.

Furthermore, Indonesia has the largest Moslem population of
any country in the world. Had the PKI taken power in the 1960s
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the whole pattern of events in the Middle East since then may
well have been very different , not to mention India or Paki-
stan. In the South East Asia region itself, the repercussions of
revolution in the largest country would have been enormous,
and for Western imperialism the loss of the fifth largest country
in the world, just a decade or so after losing China, would have

been devastating. -

Resurgence?

And what is the situation now? Since 1965 the embryonic na-
tive bourgeoisie has expanded and some have become very rich,
yet Indonesia still has the lowest wage rates in South East Asia.
In addition, there is no way in the world that Indonesia will de-
velop to ;the point of being a Japan, or even a South Korea. Itis
simply too late.

As the Indian Marxists have pointed out, "The only capitalist
countries which can claim to have developed from backward so-
cieties into fully developed industrialised societies in the post
war period are Japan and the so-called. 'Newly Industrialised
Countries’ of South East Asia (South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore
and Hong Kong). In all these countries, it was fear at the example
of the Chinese revolution which lay behind their development.
The revolution was spreading to Korea, Vietnam and Malaya,
and even in Japan revolution was a serious danger in the 1940s.

The capitalist class in these countries was incapable of breaking
the power of the feudal landlords and carrying through the land
reform without which industrialisation was impossible. In Ja-
pan, which despite its social backwardness was already a strong
military imperialist power, it took American imperialism, in
the form of General Macarthur at the head of its occupation ar-
mies, to over-rule the defeated Japanese warlords and impose a
very drastic land distribution programme, at the same time fi-
nancing industrialisation with huge dollar subsidies.

American imperialism imposed the same stringent land pro-
gramme on occupied South Korea, as a defence against the
spread of revolution from the Northern half of the peninsula.
Again it was General Macarthur - in one sense the most progres-
sive bourgeois this century! - who carried through this pro-
gramme. :

In Taiwan, Chiang Kai Shek's armies, fleeing from the revolu-
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tion on the Chinese mainland, performed the same role, to stab-
ilise their occupation of the island. Singapore and Hong Kong
are really 'city-states', likewise based on off-shore islands, so the
land question was not so formidable.

It is noteworthy that not one of the famous 'NICs' is a real
country. They are all fragments splintered off from countries al-
ready over-run by revolution : counter-revolutions in exile! In
no way can they be regarded as arguments in favour of the via-
bility of capitalism."(28) .

As far as land reform in Indonesia is concerned, developments
have been in precisely the opposite direction. " Following inde-
pendence there has been a continuing trend towards concentra-
tion of landholding and the consolidation of a landlord class.
Often military and civilian officials have moved into this sector
with capital accumulated outside the commercial world.” (29)

80% of the 180 million people of Indonesia live at a minimum
existence. Infant mortality in Indonesia is the highest of the AS-
EAN nations (87/1000), and 89% of the population do not have
access to safe drinking water. As far as the democratic aspect of
the bourgeois-democratic revolution is concerned, there is less
democracy in Indonesia today than there was under Dutch colo-
nial rule. The Indonesian bourgeoisie are clearly historically in-
capable of carrying out their own revolution.

And the PKI? Still the regime is shooting the old men, still it is
purging the civil service of '‘communists’, more than 20 years af-
ter the PKI's last stand. But as to whether or not the Indonesian
working class will politically re-form again under the banner of
the PKI or whether it will be under another banner is hard to say.
But really that's not the key issue. It is the programme that the
party adopts rather than the name which is the important thing.

Following 1965 there were sporadic reports, culminating in
1968, of surviving PKI groups engaging in guerilla activities. Yet
guerillaism in Indonesia, as a focal tactic is doomed, simply by
geographical factors. The island of Java was, and continues to be,
the key to the whole country - in the early 1960s, Java had a great-
er density of population per square mile than either Holland or
Belgium. And what was true in the 1960s is many times more
true today given the population increase that has occurred
since.

It is the working class in the towns and cities that is the key so-
cial force. That is not to say that at a later stage some form of gue-
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rilla struggle in the Outer Islands is completely excluded as a sup-
plement to the work in the towns. Furthermore, the 'armed
struggle’ in the sense of the mass of the workers being armed, is
absolutely vifal at a certain stage. But as a central tactic the road of
guerillaism, or even worse, individual terrorist action, is a com-
plete dead end. Indeed the occurrence of terrorist activities in the
1920s was an indication of the disarray of the movement. But
there are even more serious dangers on the horizon.

Many people in Indonesia pose today as ‘democrats’ and
friends of the people’, tomorrow there will be many more.
Some of them have very bloody hands. When the working class
movement does rise again, it is crucial that it does not mistake its
enemies for its friends.

The winds of revolt are blowing through Indonesia once more,
and once more it is the youth who are at the forefront. The back
pages of Indonesian revolutionary history are indelibly stamped
with the imprint of youth - Semaun, Darsono, Tan Malaka, and
millions more. Likewise today, it is those young men and wom-
en gathered together in the study circles and activist groups, now
linking with the workers and farmers, that will form the core of
the resurgence. )

In Indonesia today workers' political parties are banned, real
trade unions are banned, left-wing papers are banned, ideas are
banned - particularly the ideas of Marxism. Yet for all the re-
gime's banning it is precisely the ideas of Marxism that are being
debated within the ranks of the young activist and study groups
at this moment. And it is from this debate, as well of course as the
ongoing active struggle, against this most vicious of all regimes,
 that the revolutionary cadre of tomorrow is being formed. It is to
these heroic young revolutionaries that this pamphlet is dedicat-
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